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CHAP. I. 


AN Engliſh gentleman of the name of 
Elton, owing to a declining ſtate of healtn, 
had, by the advice of his friends and the 
Faculty, relinquiſhed a very large concern 
in the mercantile line, to enable him to 
| ſpend ſome time abroad, for the recovery of 
his health. He had paſſed the winter at 
Nice, and was at the time this hiſtory com- 
mences (the ſummer of the year 1790) 
making the tour of Switzerland, by way of 
completing his cure. 
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Mr. Elton was between ſixty and rents: 
yet this was the firſt time he had ever quit- 


ted his native ifle ; and, notwithſtanding his 


advanced age, he had determined, from the 
moſt benevolent motives, to viſit Rome 
before his return. He once meant to have 
croſſed the Col de Tende immediately from 
Nice, and have purſued his journey from 
thence to the Papal territories ; but had 
been ſtrongly difſuaded from taking ſuch a 
ſtep by the Faculty, who adviſed him to 
ſpend the ſummer in Switzerland (as the 
Campagna of Rome was very unwholeſome 
during the warm weather), and to croſs the 
Alps in the autumn; and as there was great 
reaſon in. what they urged, he complied with 
their directions. 


This gentleman was not ſo much re- 
nowned for his ſhining talents as for the ex- 
cellence of his heart, known probity, and 
ſound integrity; his liberality was as un- 
| bounded as his fortune, yet he had not 
gone through the world without his ſhare 
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of troubles. He had met with a diſappoint- 
ment early in life, and had borne it with be- 
coming fortitude ; and ſoon after, influenced 
by his innate goodneſs, he married a moſt 
amiable young widow, by whom, to his 
great regret, he had no children. She had 
one ſon by her former huſband ; this youth 
he had always ſaid ſhould ſhare his fortune 
with his own children, were he bleſſed with 
any, and be his heir if he was diſappointed 
in the firſt wiſh of his heart; but a ſort of 
fatality attending him through life, prevent- 
ed this young man from reaping the benefit 
of his worthy father-in-law's intentions in 
his favour. | 


3 


At the age or ſeventeen he loft his mother, 
when a miſtaken pride and impatience of 
controul, induced him to withdraw himſelf 
from Mr. Elton's protection; and from that 
period this worthy man had merely been 
able to obtain very vague accounts of his 
deſtiny, which, like his birth, had been pe- 
Ern unfortunate: for having met with 
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ſome employment under the Czarina, he 
fell a ſacrifice to the State policy of Ruſſia. 


Some years elapſed ere Mr. Elton learned | 
the melancholy news, notwithſtanding his | 
anxious enquiries; and to add to the regret | 
he felt for the untimely fate of this child of | 
| his adoption, he alſo learned he had left | 


ſon to bewail his loſs. 


| To ſoften the rigour of this unfortunate 


orphan's deſtiny became his next care; he 
had long ſince forgiven the father, and now | 
became ſolicitouſly anxious to ſerve the ſon | 
in any way moſt likely to be conducive | 
to his future welfare. How far he might | 
be in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance the | 
gentleman from whom, upon his return 


from Ruſſia, he had learned what had be- 


fallen Mr. Harcourt (the name of his ſon- 
in-law) could not inform him, nor indeed 


could he give him any intelligence concern- 
ing the child, who had not accompanied his 


father to St. Peterſburgh ; and hitherto all 


wh 
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Mr. Elton's - enquiries concerning him had 
proved equally unavailing. He had there- 
fore determined to proceed to Rome, as has 
been already mentioned, knowing Mr. Har- 
court had ſpent ſome years there, and that 
the object of his ſolicitude was born in that 
ancient city, where he hoped at leaſt to find 
ſome clue to direct him in his future re- 
ſearches. ; 
At Nice he had mentioned this young 
man, for ſuch he knew he muſt now be, to 
all the Engliſh” reſidents there, but had de- 
rived no ſatisfaction from their communi- 
cations ; till he continued to make the ſame 


enquiries of every countryman he ſaw, de- 


termined, notwithſtanding the little ſucceſs 
he had hitherto met with, to perſevere in his 
endeavours to diſcover what was become of 
him, 


5 Having made the tour of Switzerland, he 


was now upon his return to Lauſanne, from 
whence he meant to proceed to Vevay, a 
23 —8 
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delightful town ſituated at the extremity of 


the Lake of Geneva. He had then ſome | 
thoughts of croſſing the water to Evian, a | 
{mall water-drinking place in Savoy, and | 
proceeding to Geneva, where he meant to | 
ipend a couple of months before he croſſed | 


the Alps. | 8 \ 


He travel! ed, as be was in no \ haſte, with | 
his own korſes; and, out of compaſſion to | 


the poor beaſts, uſually alighted at the hills, | 
which afforded him an opportunity of en- 
joying in perfection the various proſpects the 
romantic country he was dert af⸗ 


ford ed. 


One fine morning in July he was aſcend- 
ing a ſteep rugged foot path, which wound 


g round a bill not far from Moudon, and had 


ſtopped to take breath, when looking round 
upon hearing ſomebody behind him, whom he 
ſuppoſed to be one of his own ſervants, he 
met the eyes of a young man rather, as he 


en Pas dreſſed; but whoſe intereſting 


countenance 
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countenance and elegant figure u were pecu- 


warty firiking. 


Mr. Elton haſtily ſtepped on one fide to 


let the ſtranger paſs, without perceiving 


there was barely room for that purpoſe with 


the utmoſt care; his foot ſlipped, and he 


muſt inevitably have had a very bad fall, if 
the young man had not almoſt inſtantly | 
caught hold of him. | 


* God bleſs me! {aid the worthy man, 


as the ſtranger aſſiſted him to riſe, whom he 


proceeded to thank in French, 


The young man convinced him he un- 


derſtood him, though he ſaid, in very good 


Engliſh, he hoped he was not hurt ? 


Not at all, thanks to your timely aſ- 


ſiſtance,“ replied' Mr, Elton, looking at him 


very anxiouſly ; and after a moment's pauſe 

he rejoined—* Are you an Engliſhman ? for 

you ſpeak that language very well. | 
"4 The 
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72 5 HARCOURT, | 
The young man looked confuſed ; a half. 


ſuppreſſed ſigh eſcaped him while he ſaid— 


« Really, Sir, I hardly know to what 
country J ought to claim an affinity.“ 


The bare idea of a fellow - creature in di- 
treſs, for this Mr. Elton gueſſed the ſtranger 
was, from the emotion he betrayed, was ſure 


to excite his compaſſion ; his hand, as uſual, 
Nid into his pocket, but fearful of offend- 


ing, he checked his firſt impulſe, and ſaid— 


« Are you in haſte, my young friend ? 
As we are both travelling the ſame road, I 


can give you a caſt—that is my carriage ad- 


vancing.-Vou ſeem fatigued have proba» 


bly walked a good way ?“ 


A ſmall bundle the firanger held in his 


hand, led Mr. Elton to make this remark, 


J am very much obliged to you, Sir,” 
was the nn though I muſt ac- 
Enomledge 
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knowledge I have walked a good way, yet J 
can't think of n PRE of your e 
offer.“ 
I can't take a denial,” rejoined 1 Mr. 
Elton, “ perhaps There he pauſed, fearful 
of ſaying oy thing that might wound the 
young man's feelings, and for a few ſeconds 
they proceeded ſlowly and in filence to 
aſcend the hill together; till Elton, anxious 
to know more about his companion, ſaid, 


with a ſmile—* Perhaps you would not like 4 8 


to be taken for an Engliſhman ?” 

«© Indeed you wrong me, Sir, was the 
anſwer ; „what man, in any part of the 
world, would not be proud of being taken 
for a Briton ?—I have certainly ſome little 
right to the appellation, though I was never 
in England ; but I am now, owing to ſome 
very ſtrange circumſtances upon my road 
thither.“ 

« You ſpeak very good Engliſh, ”” rejoin- 
ed Elton, © though with ſomething of a 
Scottiſh accent,” 
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% Do I, Sir?” ſaid the young man, ra- 


ther animated; „the Scotch are a brave 


people, I have been told.“ 

« Such is their general character, replied 
Elton; * Dut 20. what part of England are 
you bound?“ 

6 The capital, Sir.” 


9 


ce Well, young man, rejoined Elton, 
« a few minutes ago you did me a very ef- 1 


ſential ſervice, and if you will put it in my 


power, I will endeavour to Na the obliga- | 


tion.” 

I was nearly the occaſion of your meet- 
ing with a very bad accident, Sir,” ſaid the 
ſtranger, if you deem that an obligation; 
though I poſitively never ſhould have for- 
given myſelt had that proved the reſult of 


-your wiſh not to retard my ſpeed. As 1 


before ſaid, by a combination of ſtrange 
chances I am now upon my road to Great 


Britain; though mine might aptly be called 
a wild gooſe chace, as it is very uncertain 


whether I ſhall meet with the perſon I am 
going in ſearch of when I get there; there- 
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fore a recommendation to any friend of 
your's, Sir, ſhould I meer with a diſappoint- 
ment, might be of eſſential ſervice to me. 
But before you favour me ſo far, it may be 
neceſſary you ſhould know a little more 
about me than you do at preſent, —Hitherto 
I have been very much the ſport of Fortune; 


yet, I flatter myſelf, I have ſtill ſome kind 


friends folicitous about my fate, and anxious 
for my welfare.“ | 
: 200 doubt,” interrupted Elton, and 
I am impatient to know more, that you, 
may add me to the liſt.” | 
« You do me honour, Sir,” rejoined the 
ſtranger. © In the firſt place, my name is 
George Harcourt ;'and I am going to Eng- 
land to viſit a great Turkey merchant, of 
the name of Elton ; though I am poſitively 
totally unacquainted with the gentleman, 
nor do I know (though I have been aſſured 
it is the caſe) why he wiſhes to ſee me, or 
what induces him to intereſt himſelf in my 
behalf. ETC FA 7 
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He was going on, but upon looking round, 


perceived Elton fixed motionleſs a few paces 


behind. . He inſtantly ſtepped back, laying 


in a voice denoting his ſurpriſe— 


' 


c Good heavens, Sir, what is the matter? 
Pray take hold of my arm!“ 


\ 


Elton mechanically did as he deſired, and 


| held him very faſt, while he contemplated 
his features in ſilence for ſome ſeconds before 


he was able to exclaim— | 


« What did I hear ?—What was it you. 


ſaid?— Who are you going to ſee in Eng- 


land?“ 

« Mr. Elton, Sir,“ repeated the aſto- 
niſhed youth, do you know the gentle- 
man * : 

1 believe 1 do,“ baſtily adobe Elton; 
« what did you fay your name was ?” 

« George Harcourt, Sir ;—but 1 have 
certainly very unintentionally revived ſome 
diſagreeable reflections.—1 am afraid Mr. 
| | Elton 
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Elton is dead if ſo, I am very unfortunate, 
as. I was N he was one of 12 2 beſt 
- of men.” 
„The world is very apt to flatter the 
favourites of Fortune,” interrupted Elton, 
who trembled with anxiety while he con- 
tinued Your friend lives, my dear Har- 
court, and rejoices more than he can expreſs 
at having ſo unexpectedly met with the ob- 
ject of his ſearch!” ? 
s it poſſible,” exclaimed Harcourt, in 
a tone ſufficiently expreſſive of his joy, © you, 
Sir, are the Mr. Elton I was going to viſit?“ 


The tears gliſtened in his eyes while he 
ſpoke. Elton opened his arms, faying— 


: « Welcome a thouſand times, my dear 
| Harcourt This unexpected meeting more 
than repays me for all my paſt anxiety con- 
cerning your fate.” 

Harcourt, who never ſtood more in need 
of a friend, Was as much rejoiced as Elton 


could 
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could be ; * had met thus opportunely, 
and as he had never till very lately heard this 
excellent man's name, it inſtantly occurred 
to him, that his unfortunate father had, by 
ſome means or other, recommended him to 
bis notice before his deceaſe. This reflection 

increaſed his emotion, and put a damp _ 


his 3 Joy. 


Elton was therefore the firſt to recover his 
ſpeech, and eagerly enquired how he came 
to meet his dear Harcourt, as he called him, | 
in Switzerland ? 


During his queſtion, the ſervants, who were 
now, with the carriage, cloſe to them, and | 
who had been filent witneſſes of their mutual 
tranſports, approached to aſk if their maſter 
choſe to prolong his walk, as they were upon 
the lummit of the hill, and in fight of 
Moudon, where the old gentleman meant to 


dine. 


* 
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Then we may as well ride into the 
town,“ replied the enraptured old gentle- 
man, making Harcourt precede him into 
his poſt-chaiſe; and the moment they began 
to moye, he repeated his former queſtion. 
| I have already told you, my dear Sir,” 
ſaid Harcougt, © I have long been the ſport 
of Fortune; and my ſhabby appearance 
will, Jam fure, ceaſe to aſtoniſh you, when 
I inform you, only three months ago, I was 
put on ſhore almoſt naked, and abſolutely 
pennyleſs, near Smyrna, from on board a 
ſhip, of what nation I ſhould be puzzled to, 
tell you: the Maſter called himſelf an Ame- 
rican, his crew I believe were of diifcrent 
nations, and by profeſſion pirates. For very 
ſiniſter reaſons, I am convinced, I was de- 
coyed on board this veſſel, which I never 
quitted for the ſpace of eighteen months; _ 
during which time I ſuffered every hardſhip 
a a ſet of the moſt hardened villains under the 
ſun could deviſe. They ſeldom went into 
any port, and neyer for more than a few days 
at a time, and upon theſe occaſions I was 
always 
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always confined in a remote part of the ſtrip, 


with a centinel over me, who had orders to 
put me to death if J made any noiſe, At 
laſt, having fulfilled their employer's orders 
concerning me, I preſume, which did not 
extend to making away with me, they land- 
ed me as I have already mentioned, and 
immediately ſet fail for another port.“ 

« Merciful Heaven!“ exclaimed Elton, 


is it poſſible ſuch villains are permitted to 
exiſt !—But from whence were. you thus 


forced againſt your will?“ 
« From one of the French Weſt-India 


iſlands, iny dear Sir; and J preſume I was 
teft at Smyrna, as a place from whence there 


was the leaſt likelihood of my ever returning 
thither. But ſoon after I landed, before I 
had diſcovered what part of the globe I was 
in, I was carried before the Britiſh Conſul 
reſident there, who very properly defired 
me to give an account of myſelf. The 


treatment I met with from this gentleman 


does his country and himſelf the higheft 


' honour :—he took me into his houſe, fed 
4 i. and 
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and clothed me; before he allowed me to 
finiſh my ſtory; after which he mentioned 


an enquiry had been ſet on foot, he believed 


all over Europe, to diſcover a perſon of my 
name, adding, that he had every reaſon to be- 
lieve I was the object of the requiſition, but 


was afraid the gentleman who had taken this 


trouble, was no more; at all events, he knew 
he had retired from buſineſs : yet adviſed 
me to go to England and make myſelf 


known to Mr. Elton, if living, or his ex- 


. ecutors, as he was firmly convinced I ſhould 


by this means hear of ſomething to my ad- 


vantage; promiſing to procure me a paſſage, 
and e me with other neceſſaries for my 
voyage.“ 
« | feel Wyſelf infinitely chliged to Mr. 
—, the Conſul,“ haſtily exclaimed Elton, 
yet ſurely he was ſufficiently acquainted ' 


3 vith my circumſtances, to have been rather 


more bountiful in the ſupplies he ſeems to 
have furniſhed you with for your journey.— 
I am all impatience to know more,” 
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« I muſt entreat, my dear Sir, you will 
not condemn Mr. —, to whoſe generoſity 
I feel myſelf very much indebted, He was 
at no certainty that I was the Harcourt you 
ſeem ſo generouſly inclinzd to ſerve. I had 

no vouchers about me for the truth of my 
ſtory, and it was poſſible I might have heard 
of your kind enquiries, and have availed my- 
ſelf of the circumſtance to procure a paſſage 
to England. Still he did not ſeem to en- 
tertain any of the doubts I mention, though 
the only people to whom I could refer him, 
likely to convince him of my veracity, were 
the preſent Governor of Martinico, from 
whence I was forced on board the veſſel 
which left me at Smyrna; ſome other 
inhabitants of that iſland ; Mr. Douglas, 
Principal of the Scotch College at Paris; 
= and ſome few more people equally acquaint= |} 
ed with my name and perſon. But at ſuch | 
aa a diſtance, as he juſtly obſerved, it would 
merely be waſting a great deal of time to | 
apply to any of them; therefore after having | 
treated 
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treated me in the kindeſt manner, I was put 


on board a ſhip bound to London; but, 


owing to ſome damage ſhe received in a gale 


of wind, the Captain was obliged to put into 


Leghorn, where it was found neceſſary, in 


order to her undergoing the proper repairs, 
to unload beſt part of her cargo. Finding 


by this means it would be a month or more 
before ſhe would be able to, put to ſea again, 
and that I muſt lie under freſh obligations 
to the Captain, which I determined if poſſi- 


ble to avoid, I formed the reſolution of ſet- 


ting forward on foot, which would afford me 


an opportunity of taking Paris in my road; 


where I am convinced, if he ſtill lives, I ſhalt 
meet with a hearty welcome from that beſt of 


men, Principal Douglas.--But to make 


ſhort of my ſtory, 1 croſſed the Milaneſe, 


and from thence proceeded thus far on my 
journey; and I need not add how exceſſively 
happy I am in having thus unexpectedly _ 


met with ſuch a friend, ſo much ſooner than 


I dared to have n —But now, my 
dear 


20  _ __ _HARcouli. 


dear Sir, may I enquire how I have been for- 
tunate enough to recommend myſelf to your 
notice? To whoſe kind repreſentations am 
JL indebted for the trouble you ſeem to have 
taken to diſcover my retreat ?—When the 
Conſul firſt mentioned the enquiry you had 
ſet on foot concerning ſuch an inſignificant 
being as myſelf, I thought my friends at 
| Martinico had intereſted you in my favour ; 
but ſoon diſcovered you have beem for ſome 

years anxious to hear of my welfare,” 
I have, indeed, my dear George, and I 
am more than ever convinced all is for the 
beſt; for much as I deplore your recent ſuf- 
ferings, I can't help fancying they greatly 
accelerated our unexpected meeting; though 
I ſhudder when I reflect that the villains, 
into whoſe hands you were betrayed, might 
have deprived me of the pleaſure I now en- 
joy. But this is not ſatisfying the natural 
curioſity you expreſs; however, the mo- 
ment we reach Moudon I will anſwer all 
your enquiries : meanwhile depend upon it 
you 
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you need no longer dread the frowns of 
Fortune.” 


In a few minutes they drove into the 
town, and ſoon after ſtopped at a very 
good inn, where having taken ſome re- 
freſhment, and given orders concerning 
dinner, Mr. Elton, not to keep his young 
friend in ſuſpenſe, began as follows. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, II. 


'. To make myſelf clear, my dear George, 
as your ignorance of my name convinces me 
you are utterly unacqyainted with my family 
| hiſtory, I ſhall enter into a few details con- 
cerning myſelf, and ſhall therefore begin by 
telling you that my father was a Turkey 
' merchant, and brought me, his only child, 
up to ſucceed him in buſineſs, 
died while I was very young, and at two- 


addreſſes to the daughter of a brother mer- 


My mother 


and-twenty I loſt my father, who left me 
at the head of one of the firſt commercial 
houſes in London. A few months before 
his death, I had, with his conſent, paid my 


chant ; 
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chant ; but her family and herſelf bagils ſo 
ſoon to talk of ſettlements, and diſplayed a 
degree of avarice ſo repugnant to my feelings, 
that J gave up all thoughts of being nearer 
related to them. I was no ſooner my own 
maſter than I received the moſt flattering 
propoſals to induce me to renew my inti- 
macy with the lady in queſtion ; they proved 
of no avail, though I had once felt a very 
ſtrong ſentiment of preference 1n her favour : 
but I was convinced her diſpoſition and mine 
were ſo diametrically oppoſite, that I foreſaw 
little proſpect of felicity in ſuch an union; 
still 1 was by no means lee to liſten to 
ſereral other very advantageous offers, ſatis- 
fed that I owed them much more to my 
riches than my merit, —I don't mean to ex- 
cite diſagreeable reflections in your boſom, 
my dear George, but it is neceſſary you 

ſhould know that I loſt my father in the 
courſe of the memorable year forty-five, 
Believe me, my dear fellow, Iam not one of 
Ithoſe who condemn indiſcriminately all thoſe 
hoſe political opinions do not coincide with. 

| „ 
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of my own. Suffice it to ſay, I was among 
the number who ſincerely rejoiced in the de- 
feat of the rebels at Culloden ; yet I can 
aſſure you I ſincerely pitied thoſe miſguided 


people who ſupported the Pretender's cauſe : | 


among the- number of whom was your 

orandfather. My dear fellow, he fell a ſa- 
crifice to his zeal. During the battle ſome 
part of your relations found means to eſcape; 
and your grandmother, whoſe family had 
given the moſt unequivocal proofs of their 
loyalty, returned among her own relations 
with one ſon—I need not add that he was 


your father. 
Vwas of courſe confiſcated; but theſe are 


details you are moſt likely already acquainted 


with.“ 
Neo really, Sir, ' replied the attentive 


Harcourt ; © all J know of myſelf and fa- 
mily is, that my father, through the politi- 
cal errors of his anceſtors, was deprived of 
a very large eſtate, which induced him to 
fludy painting for his ſupport ; 


that hemarried in Tah, while proſecuting his 
| ſtudies ; 5 | 


Your grandfather's property 


L alſo know | 
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ſtudies; but I hardly recollect my mother, | 


though I well remember parting: from my 


father when he left Italy to go to Ruſſia. 
I have often thought ſince, he had a pre- 


ſentiment we ſhould never meet again.— 

You have no doubt, my dear Sir, heard he 
fell the . martyr of a deſpotic Government. 
He left me under the care of his beſt friend, 
a Scotch gentleman of the name of Mac- 
kenzie, who, I believe, was as unacquainted 


as myſelf with thoſe particulars you, Sir, 


ſeem inclined to favour me with, therefore 
let me entreat you would proceed with your 
narrative.“ 


« Willingly, my dear George. —Ths 


ſummer after I became my own maſter, I 


received a preſſing invitation to viſit a ma- 
ternal relation, who reſided in Scotland. 
Having arranged my affairs in conſequence, 


I ſet out, meaning to fpend a month there, 
which I extended to two. . During that 
time, indeed a very few Gays after my ar- 


rival, I was introduced to your grandmo- 


ther, then a young widow of - three- -and- 


1 0 _ twenty. 
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twenty. Your fiber” was juſt turned of 
four years old. Her melancholy ſtory ex- 
cited my pity, and her amiable qualities 
raiſed my eſteem. She bore her early mis- 
fortunes with ſuch patient refignation, that 
I ſoon determined, as fortune was what I 
leaſt looked for in a wife, to make her an 
offer of my hand ; it was accepted, and I 
never had reaſon to repent my choice. We 
were not bleſſed with any children: your 
father conſequently. became our ſole care; 
for J fancied he was as dear to me as he could 
be. to his mother. He received the firſt 
- education England afforded ; and it was my 
intention, as foon as he became of age, to 
take him into partnerſhip, meaning him to 
ſucceed me in buſineſs, and to make 
him my heir; but great ſchools ſometimes 
corrupt the beſt diſpofitions.—As he grew 
ap he was made acquainted (rather-contrary 
to my advice) with his noble origin, and 
from that period his mind took a wrong, 
though perhaps a natural, turn ;—ſtill he 
never made any objections to the 7 I had 
5 in 
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in view for him; if 60 * I. would have 


endeavoured to oblige him in his own way : 


but he did not afford me an opportunity, as 


ſoon after the death 'of his mother, and in 
his eighteenth year, he left England, without 
deigning to conſult me previous to his taking 


ſo ſtrange a ſtep. He merely left a ſhort note 


behind him, in which: he informed me he 


could not ſubmit to the confinement of a 


counting-houle, therefore meant to endea- 


able to me; thanking me, in the moſt 


grateful terms, for the care and expence I. 


had beſtowed upon his education, and con- 
cluded by hoping Dame Fortune would, 


ſooner or later, enable him to convince me 
how ſincerely he felt, the obligations I had 


conferred upon him.—Had he been my own 
fon, T could not have felt more upon the 


. occaſion, and my chagrin increaſed with my 
inability to diſcover the route he had taken, - 
or the place of his reſidence ; but after a 


time I learned he was at Rome among his 


7 2 | Hather's 


vour to make his fortune in a way more Con» 
ſonant to his inclinations, and leſs charge- 


a 
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father's friends, which made me compara- 


tively happy; ſtill, as he ſeemed to have 


forgotten ſuch a being as myſelf exiſted, I 
did not wiſh, though ever anxious to hear 
| how he went on, to remind him that he had 


yet a friend far more intereſted in his con- 


cerns than he ſeemed to ſuppoſe, I next 


learned he Was ſtudying painting with infi- 
nite ſucceſs, and ſoon after that he had 


married. I eafily gueſſed, from his having 


adopted ſuch a profeſſion, he had not met 


with that ſuppott he had certainly every rea- 
ſon to expect from his paternal relations, 
and have blamed myſelf very ſeverely for 
not writing to him at that period, to aſſure 
him he would meet with a cordial welcome 
ifhe would but return to England indeed I 
have hardly forgiven myſelf for ſtanding upon 
a miſtaken punctilio, ſince I heard of the me- 
lancholy reſult of his Ruſſian journey, and un- 
derſtood he had left a ſon I feared but badly 
provided for; yet, ſituated as I then was, 
my commercial concerns larger than ever, 


I could not ſet out in ſearch of you. Though 
1 NE. 
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1 very much wiſhed to have had you brought 
up under my own eyes, {till 1 was afraid ſuch 
a propoſition might not meet the approba- 
tion of thoſe to whom your father had dele- 
gated ſo ſacred a charge: thus I allowed 
year after year to roll on, till old age ſtole 
on a pace, and warned me that I had not an 
heir. The Conſul, to whom I am indebted 
for my preſent happineſs, informed you, I 
think you told me, that my enquiries con- 


cerning you commenced ſome years ago? | 


lever hoped you had inherited your father's 
virtues without his miſtaken pride, and truſt 
my moſt ſanguine expectations are realized; 
for, believe me, the love I bore your father 
has long been, in imagination, transferred 
to his ſon, whom I have ever looked upon 
as my heir.“ 


Elton ceaſed ſpeaking upon ſeeing Har- 
court turn his head another way, to conceal 
his tears and emotion. He could not more. 
effectually have won the worthy man's 


eſteem, who was now-convined that he poſ- 
8 ſeſſed 
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x ſeſſed a grateful heart, and that was WI" 
cient to enfure his affection. He allowed 
him time to recover himſelf, and then taking 


his hand, faid— 


4. did not mean to diſtreſs you, my dear 
boy—T have long wiſhed to have it in my 


Power to convince you of my deſire to ſerve 
you in every ſenſe of the word. The will I 


have by me conſtitutes you my principal 
heir: this is merely fulfilling a promiſe, I 


always conſidered as ſacred, made to your 


grandmother upon her death-bed, in favour 


of her ſon, of whom you are now the repre- 
ſentative. As I never thought it was doing 


any body a very great favour to leave them 
what one can no longer enjoy, I therefore 
mean, henceforward, to ſhare my income 
with you—no thanks I entreat, my dear 
fellow; 1 merely do my duty in wiſhing 
you to relieve me from Pembarras des 
riclieſſes. N 


George 


HARCOURT, „ 


2 had taken the old gentleman 8 
hand, which he preſſed fervently to his lips, 
and his eyes gliſtened with the grateful tears 
of ſenſibility, while he endeavoured to ex- 
preſs feelings Elton was perfectly capable of 
appreciating, Deſirous to chapge the ai 
he aſked— | 


&« What induced you to viſit Martinicc, 
my dear fellow ?—Have you heard of the 
late French Revolution ?—Let me ſee, it 
occurred during your diſagreeable cruize ; I 
_ preſume, therefore, you have no wiſh to re- 

turn thither ;—but, remember, I don't mean 
to reſtrain you from following the bent of 
your inclinations.” _ 

« I only wiſh, my dear Sir, to let ſome 
very dear friends, I left in that iſland, know 


that I am {till in the land of the living; for "i 


though I am convinced I was forced away 
without their concurrence, ſtill I ſhould 
chuſe to know to whom I was indebted for 
my late voyage before I returned thither ;— 

"gs but 
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but with your permiſſion, my hone" Sir, I. 


will inform you exacthy how I was ſituated, 
when, ſo much againſt my will, I failed 
for Smyrna, as it proved in the end. Believe 
me, I ſincerely forgive the, villains who took 
the charge of me, ſince their raſcality has 
occaſioned my meeting with ſo kind a friend. 


How little did I expect, much more dare to 


hope, Fortune had ſuch a. bleſling in ſtore 
for me] But 1 have certainly met with 
many friends, elſe what muſt have become 
of me from the moment 1 loſt my much 
regretted father!“ 

« Would to Heaven he had ent you to 
me when he went to Ruſſia, * exclaimed 
Elton ; © but he certainly recommended you 
to ſome of his other relations ?“ 

« ] don't mean, indeed, Sir, to blame 


my father young as I was, I know what 


it coſt him to part with me, and I am cer- 


tain he took every precaution likely to prove _ 


conducive to my felicity and well-being 
during his abſence, He entertained the 


higheſt” 
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higheſt opinion of Mr. Mackenzie, under 
whoſe care he left me in preference to his 


relations; indeed he never, to my remem- 
brance, was in habits of intimacy with any 
of the latter. Unfortunately he was egre- 
giouſly deceived in Mr. Mackenzie's cha- 
racter; but you ſhall form your own judg- 
ment of him, for believe me, I will neither 
« aught extenuate, nor aught ſet down in 
malice,” and when you have heard my ſtory, 
you will be better able to draw your own 


concluſions.“ 


« long to hear every thing that has be- 
fallen you, my child; we will therefore, I 
think, ſpend our evening here, and dedicate 
it to a recapitulation of paſt events, in which 
I feel myſelf ſo ſtrongly intereſted.” 


Harcourt of courſe made no objection, 
and immediately after dinner a taylor was 
ſent for, who promiſed to provide him with 
a travelling dreſs by ten o'clock the next 
morning; linen, &c. Mr. Elton could ſup- 


e 15 ply 
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ply him with for the preſent : theſe neceſſary 


orders being given, the old gentleman having 
deſired they might not be interrupted, en- 


treated Harcourt to relate every incident hgůe 


could recolle& relative ro himſelf ; but as 


he was unacquainted with many details ne- 


ceſſary to be recapitylated, we ſhall omit 


his recital, and commence the ſtory from an 


earlier period. 


£ CHAP, 


Men I 


CHAP. III. 


Tu father of young Harcourt, as has 
been already mentioned, bent his ſteps to- 
wards Rome upon quitting the worthy 
Elton's roof, in hopes that ſome of his paternal 
| relations, whom he expected: to have found 
rolling in affluence, would provide for him 
in a manner ſuitable to his birth; but ſoon 
found, to his bitter diſappointment, they 
barely made ſhift to exiſt upon the very 
ſmall penſions they owed to the Pope's 
bounty. | 


Still the ſame miſguided pride, which had 
induced him to withdraw himſelf from Mr, 
6:6: FElton' $ 
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Elton's protection, prevented his writing or 
returning to ſolicit his forgiveneſs and the 


continuance of his friendſhip. He could 


not bear the idea of giving that worthy man 
room to ſuppoſe he could not get forward in 
life without his affiſtance ; yet to expect 
ſupport from his relations he found would be 
very vain, as they unanimouſly, and not 
without reaſon, blamed him for the preci- 
pitate ſtep he had taken, and were by no 
means inclined to ſpare him any part of their 
{mall pittance, 


In this perplexity pride gave way to the 
neceſiity he was under of ſpeedily adopting 


ſome profeſſion that might enable him to 
get his bread; and having early diſplayed 


an uncommon genius for drawing, he had 
recourſe to his pencil upon the preſent emer- 
gency, and with ſuch ſucceſs, as, in the courſe 
of a couple of years, completely to diſ- 


tance all his competitors for fame; his works 


excited the admiration of real connoiſſeurs, 
and he was looked on as a * 
| During 


# 
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During his ſtudies, which he proſecuted 
with unremitting ardour, he became ac- 
quainted with a North Briton of the name 
of Mackenzie, who had come to Rome to 
copy fome pictures for an Engliſh Noble- 
man ; and though he was near twenty years 
older than Harcourt, and perſuaded himſelf 
he was among the firſt profeſſors of his art 
Great Britain could boaſt, he paid the moſt 
aſſid uous court to the Britiſh Apelles, the 
title Harcourt began to be diſtinguiſhed 
by. 3 
Mackenzie had been a material ſufferer, 
as well as his young friend, from the Pre- 
tender's want ot ſucceſs, as his wife's family 
had been obliged, like Harcourt's, to ab- 
ſcond; and the confiſcation of their effects 
had totally damped the hopes he once en- 
tertained of becoming heir to her father, and 
a rich uncle, ſince dead in exile. 


For himſelf, he had remained perfectly 
neuter during the conteſt, and even affected 
| 5 = ol 
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to rejoice, though few people more fincerely 
repined at the Duke of Cumberland's vic- 


tory. 


Harcourt, whoſe predominant failing 
made him rather open to flattery, was eaſily 
wrought upon by Mackenzie's ſpecious 
manners, who finding he had ſeveral rela- 
tions ſtill attached to the Pretender, ven- 
tured to deplore their joint misfortunes; but 


he ſoon found that tlie young man was by no 


means attached to the cauſe his father had 
loſt his life in ſupporting: he therefore, very 
Kilfully inſtructed by his wife, changed his 
battery, and lamented the infatuation which 


had induced Mr. Harcourt, ſenior, to ha- 


zard his life and fortune in endeavouring to 
place a narrow- minded bigot upon the throne 
| of Great Britain, | 


„For obvious reaſons Harcourt never choſe 


to mention his mother's ſecond marriage; 


conſequently Mackenzie never heard the 


name of Elton, which Harcourt had borne 
hull 


— 


HARCOURT. 39 


till he left England, not much to his fatis- 
faction after he became acquainted with his 
family hiſtory. 


Few people, his wife excepted, were more 
ſelf-intereſted than Mackenzie, who had 
brought his whole family, one ſon excepted, 


with him to Rome, out of motives of economy. 


Harcourt was ſometimes tempted to ſmile 
at their own account of their method of 
performing their journey; but as he had alſo 


experienced the neceſſity of putting up with 


many inconveniences, he thought they de- 


ſerved applauſe inſtead of cenſure. How- 


ever, as his talents now enabled him to live 
very genteelly, he readily agreed, at his 
friend's ſolicitations, to board with his 
family, which conſiſted of three children 


| befides himſelf and his wife, two girls and a 


boy; their eldeſt ſon, who was between 
twelve and thirteen, they had left proſecut- 
ing his ſtudies at the Free School of Aber- 
deen, from whence they mgant to remove 

| him 
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him to Paris wiſhing to qualify him for the 


office of governor, or travelling tutor, to the 
ſons of ſome of the Britiſh Nobility. | 


Generous eyen to profuſion, Harcourt 


Paid the moſt exorbitant demands without 
murmuring ; though Mrs. Mackenzie never 
ceaſed lamenting that ſhe had brought her 


family ſo far from home with a view of ſaving 
money, proteſting Rome was infinitely dearer 
than London; in ſhort, ſhe managed ſo well, 
and found ſuch plauſible excuſes for her ra- 


. pacity, that Harcourt never entertained the 
leaſt idea they wiſhed to impoſe upon him, 


and his time paſſed very happily in many re- 


ſpects, to what it had done before he be- 


came their inmate. 


Sell he ofien blumed Bäst fir the pre- 


cipitate ſtep he had taken ; but enamoured 
with his art, and finding he bade fair to beat 
the head of his profeſſion, he determined to 


remain a few years longer at Rome, at the 


end of which period he ſhould be able to 


return 


Hh 
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return to England with eclat, or lay by his 


pencil, 1f his father-in-Jaw wiſhed it, as he | 


had little doubt of being a welcome gueſt. 


He had allotted ſeven years for the com- 
pletion of his ſtudies, but at the end of 
five his friend Mackenzie talked of leaving 
Italy; and though Harcourt's company was 
now generally courted, and his time paſſed 
very agreeably, the idea of parting from his 
friend rather unſettled him: but about 
this period he became acquainted with | 
two Engliſh Noblemen, who were great ad- 
mirers of his works, and at whoſe earneſt re- 
queſt he accompanied to Florence, to copy 
ſome of the famous pictures that gallery 
affords. 


Du his refidence in that gay city, he 
was introduced by his two friends to a Scotch 
Nobleman of the firſt diſtinction, who, with 
his only daughter had reſided ſome time in 
Italy; and though it was nat the ſtyle of 
n Harcourt had ne ſtill, at this 
great 
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great man's requeſt, he conſented to under. 
take the young lady's portrait; and, willing 


to reſemble the great Apelles in every re- 
ſpect, like himefell in love with his fair mo- 
del ; the conſequence of which was, as the 
young lady was of age, they were privately 


married, and as ſpeedily baniſhed the en- 


raged father's preſence. 


The Noblemen who had brought Har- 
court to Florence, endeavoured to plead in 
his behalf, but their kindneſs proved inef- 
fectual; they therefore adviſed him to return 
with his fair bride to Rome, and truſt the 
lenient hand of Time to effect a reconcilia- 
tion between them and the much-offended 
Peer. Harcourt followed their advice, and 
determined to remain in Italy for the preſent. 


The Mackenzies were overjoyed at his re- 
turn, as they hoped to have obtained two 
| boarders in the room of one; and haſſened 
to tell them, that in conſequence of ſome 
freſh orders Mr. Mackenzie had received, 

FE” they 
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they mould bur ſpend another five years 
in the 8 8 dominions. 


F was happy to hear it, but de- 
clined taking up his abode with them, fear- 
ful it might not prove agreeable to his wife; 
and by her deſire he kept her rank a pro- 
found ſecret even from theſe intimate 
friends. | 


| News does not travel in Italy as it does in 

England, therefore none of Mr. Harcourt's 

Roman acquaintance even gueſſed, much 

les ſuſpected, his wife, who, had ſhe choſen 

to avail herſelf of the privilege, might have 
added a title to her name. 


Notwithſtanding the ſevere diſappoint» 
ment ſhe experienced, Mrs. Mackenzie paid 
the moſt aſſiduous court to the young cou- 
ple. She held the ſovereign ſway, and her 
will was law in ker own family; her notion 
was to give her ſons a good education, then 
they might fight their way in the world; 

5 : as 


Pg 


U 


5 4 
Woe: 


as for her 1 they might marry if they « to 

| met with huſbands who choſe to take them family 
>. without fortunes ; if they were not ſo lucky, 

they would always have a home while ſhe 
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lived, and what there was to ſpare when ſhe Dy | 

and their father died. Under the cloak of Ml huſba 

| prudence, ſhe veiled a degree of parſimony, ken 

which frequently degenerated into avarice. twelve 

| ; propo 

No one could turn people's foibles more to and ] 

advantage than this truly artful woman, cealed 

who, like: Sir Robert Walpole, was con- TEA 
vinced ſelf-intereſt was the general guide of | 

every action; and thought that thoſe who Ma 

] let any favourable opportunity eſcape of ent ti. 

making dupes of the diſintereſted or gene- dhe 6 

rous part of mankind, did not do either dene 

themſel ves or their families juſtice. Such d the 

was the real character of Mrs. Mac- on : 

kenzie. | ourt, 

Her huſband was a mere puppet danced Mr 

upon her wires“ Ainly fit,” as ſhe often 'W 8 

a him, for ſhe ſpoke ery broad Scotch, hy 
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« to daub canvas for the ſupport . of his 
family.“ | 


Mrs. Harcourt ſeldom or ever left home, 
and, by way of enlivening her ſolitude, -her 
huſband propoſed her taking Mary Mac- 
kenzie, the eldeſt daughter, then about 
twelve years old, to reſide with her; the 
propoſal met her moſt cordial approbation, 
and Mrs. Mackenzie with difficulty con- 
cealed the joy ſhe felt when Harcourt men- 
tioned his wife's wiſhes. | 


Mary was of all her children the one ſhe 
felt the leaſt affection for; indeed ſhe was 
the exact reverſe of both father and mother: 
pentleneſs, benevolence, and humility form- 
ed the principal trait of her character, and 
Von endeared her very much to Mrs. Har- 
ourt, who, in return, ſhe almoſt idolized. 

Mrs. Made alſo ſtood very high in 
he good graces of Harcourt and his wife, 
ho ſhe 8 to her huſband, 
would 


E 


would never make a fortune; they were, 


. both too proud, too profuſe, and too þ 
ſqueamiſh. 

722 If ye had but Harcourt's talents, Mr. 1 
Mackenzie, with my management, we might p 
ride in our coach and fix in another ten 
years ; but ye are a poor, plodding, purring | f 
ſou] ; however gang yere gait, mon, *tis nae Wl . 
yere fault if ye are a fule.“ | w 
h is 
Sometimes Mackenzie ventured to retort, in 
but more frequently bore theſe reproaches i BI 
in ſullen ſilence, truly expreſſive of his ſtu- th 
pidity, as his better half kindly obſerved 10 
upon thoſe occaſions. ni 
At the end of ten months Mrs. Harcourt as 

was brought to bed of a ſon; this young 

ſtranger conſoled his fond parents for all 
their other diſappointments. As Mrs. Har- _ 
court's father continued inexorable, he was M. 
chriſtened George Athelwold, and was 1 R 


allowed 
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allowed by all who ſaw him to be : a n | 
mw fine child. 


Mrs. 1 extolled his beauty to 
the ſkies when in the preſence of his parents, 


but told her huſband he was like all other 


puling infants of his age; when Harcourt 
and his wife ha-l got as large a family as they 
had to provide for, they would not find ſo 
much to admirè in their brats, nor have it 
in their power to throw away ſo much money 
in dreſs as they did upon their firſt-born !— 

But ſhe was determined to have her ſlice of 
the pie while it laſted. —However, to her 
real regret, ſoon after George had entered 
his ſixth year, Mrs. Harcourt died. She 
had had three other children, who died 
during their infancy. 


Mary „ afflicted, but Harcourt 
was truly inconſolable. All his friends, the 
Mackenzies excepted, adviſed a change of 
ſcene; but every thing was become indif- 
- ferent 
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ferent to him except his beloved ſon, for whom 
| alone r =: 


During his frſt mourning, a Ruſſian - 
Nobleman ſolicited him, in the name of the 

Czarina, who had ſeen, admired, and ap- : 
preciated his works, to undertake ſome pic- 


tures ſhe wiſhed to have Painted under her 
_ own inſpection. | 


So flattering a propoſal was highly grati- | 


fying to his ſole failing ; ; yet he by no means 
liked the idea of leaving his ſon in the hands 


of comparatively ſtrangers, and he would 


occupy too much of his time were he to 
take him with him. However, he was ſo 


politely entreated to accede to the Czarina's 


wiſhes, and fo repeatedly requeſted only to 
name his own terms, that leaving every thing 
wholly to the great Catharine's generoſity, he 
agreed to ſet out for St. Peterſburgh, before 
he had decided, how he ſhould diſpoſe of his 
ſon, 'or whether he ſhould make him the 
com anion of his voyage. | 


He 
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He ther called upon the Mackenzies to 
inform them of the reſolution he had formed. 
They were thunderſtruck at the unexpected 
news, as they muſt have left Rome ſome 
years before but for Harcourt, who always, 
having much more buſineſs than he could 
do, was profuſe in his recommendations of 
his friend, who thus gained employment as 
his aſſiſtant. The prudent Mrs. Mackenzie 
therefore thought they were more likely to 
acquire a fortune there, than they ſhould 
probably in London or Paris. 

As their ſurpriſe and mortification had 
been very viſible during Harcourt's commu- 
nication, the good lady eafily attributed 
their altered countenances to their regret at 
the bare idea of parting with ſo dear a friend, 
and hoped he would leave his ſweet boy 
under her care; promiſing to watch over 
bis infant years with even more than ma- 
ternal ſolicitude. | * 
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This, in appearance, kind requeſt was 
truly pleaſing to the undecided Harcourt, 
who ſoon, arranged his affairs, as he was very 
anxious to ſet out, and left Mr. Mackenzie 
to diſpoſe of his various effects after his de- 
parture; as he never meant to fix his abode 
again at Rome. E 


Completely the dupe of Mrs. Mackenzie's 


affected ſorrow, though ſhe really, through 
intereſted motives, was hurt at the ſepara- 
tion, he thought he could not have left bis 
ſon in a more eligible ſituation for the pre- 
ſent ; and determined in his own mind, if he 
ſtaid more than two years in Ruſſia, to ſend 
the little fellow to England for education, 
having a much higher opinion of Britiſh ſe- 
minaries than thoſe of any other nation. 


Mary Mackenzie, who had continued to 
reſide with him ſince his wife's death, and 
had at his requeſt aſſumed the ſole manage- 


ment of his ſon, had every reaſon to deplore 


the change ſhe foreſaw likely to take place 
in 


Iz 
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5 in her ſituation; yet ſubmitted to the ne- 
. ceſſity with her accuſtomed reſignation, and 
/ mentally promiſed to do every thing in her 
f | | 


power to contribute to her young favourite's 
happineſs and comfort during his father's 
abſence, | 


| Little George now firſt began to know 
; what ſorrow was: he had felt a great deal, 
conſidering his tender age, when he loſt his 
mother; but when he parted from his father, 
his: grief was unbounded ;—and if he had not 
had the truly amiable Mary to conſole him, 
notwithſtanding the arrangements he had 
made, Harcourt would not have left his dar- | 
ling boy in Italy, But he was at an age when 
grief ſeldom makes a deep impreſſion upon 
the mind; and, in a ſhort time, Mary's 
kind carefles, and the complaiſance of Mrs. 
Mackenzie, who ſtudied every means to 
divert him, reſtored his accuſtomed vivacity. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Þrrort Harcourt had reached St. Pe- 
terſburgh, Mrs. Mackenzie told her huſ- 
band, with her wonted complacency, as his | 
trumpeter was gone, it was neceſſary they 
ſhould leave Rome: Many of their coun- | 
trymen, friends of her family, were {ettled | 
at Paris, and thither ſhe choſe they ſhould 
bend their ſteps, and take up their abode 
for the preſent ; as, from his long reſi- 
| dence at Rome, and being a ſtranger, ſhe | 
thought he might get ſufficient a an lee 
as a portrait painter. 


She 
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She wrote to their friend, as ſhe truly 
ſtyled the generous Harcourt, an account 
of their, or rather her determination pre- 
vious to their leaving Rome ; hinting, that 
ſhe had formed the reſolution very much 
upon his ſon's account, as ſhe had found, 
by fatal experience, the climate of Italy very 
enervating for children ; beſides, his little 


George would meet with far better maſters 


in Paris, if he wiſhed him to proſecute any 
ſtudies during his abſence: and concluded 
with the moſt ſatisfactory accounts of the 
child's health and ſpirits, and an entreaty 
that he would direct his anſwer to Paris; 
where the family ſoon arrived, and having. 
procured apartments, and ſettled every 
neceſſary domeſtic arrangement, Mrs. Mac- 
kenzie thought it expedient to ſend her ſe- 


cond ſon, Archibald, to replace his eldeſt 


brother at the Univerſity of St. Andrew's 5: 
as an elderly Scotch Nobleman had engaged 
the latter to accompany him to Liſbon, in: 
quality of ſecretary. | 
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Her daughters of courſe remained -at 
home ; the youngeſt had ever been her fa- 
vourite, either. from caprice, or out of mo- 
tives of generoſi ity, as Margaret was remark- 
ably plain, exceflively ill-natured, and had 
all her mother's propenſity to ſatire, without 
her wit or underſtanding ; therefore it is poſ- 
fible that Mrs. Mackenzie wiſhed to make 

her ſome amends for the mortifications ſhe 
ſeemed likely to meet with in her Jourkey 
aer life. | 


In a to Mrs. Mackenzie's letter, 
Harcourt informed her that he was moſt 
agreeably ſituated at Czarſko Zelo, and had 
every reaſon to rejoice that he had acceded to 


and proceeded to entreat, as he preſumed 

ſhe would be in Paris as ſoon as his letter, 
that ſhe would place his ſon under the care 

of Mr. Douglas, the Principal of the Scotch 
College in that city ; whoſe great merit, and 

| earl philanthropy, he had heard very 
fcelingly deſcribed by ſome of his. country- 
EX ; men 


the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias propoſals ; 


lit 
te 
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men fince his arrival in Ruſſia; and incloſed 
a letter, in which he ſtrongly recommended 


195 his little George to n gentleman's _ 

&- WM tection. | 

id | 

It | This requeſt was a ſtrange diſappointment 

l to Mrs. Mackenzie, who had already calcu- 

C lated to what her. ꝓrofits would amount du- 

S ring the two years ſhe fully expected the child 

* would continue to board with her family. 

" Could ſhe have framed any plauſible excuſe 
for not complying with Harcourt's wiſhes, - 

„dhe would indubitably not have acceded to 

them; but as none preſented themſelves to 


| her fruitful imagination, in hopes of future 
benefits ſhe foreſaw might ariſe from her pre- 
ſent. compliance, ſhe placed her fifth hirn, 
as ſhe ſtyled little George, under PT 
Douglas $ care. 


The name * Harcourt was familiar to the 
amiable Principal; his anceſtors, like the 
little fellow's, had been attached to the Pre» 
tender s cauſe. 
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I bis fine boy, for ſuch he them : was, be⸗ 


came doubly dear to him, and he aſſured his 
father, in anſwer to his polite letter, that 
he was Proud of ſuch a pupil. 


For near a twelvemonth any was al- 
lowed to fetch her young favourite to their 
apartments upon every holiday, and George 


was ſure to meet with the kindeſt reception 


from the whole family. 


Mrs. Mackenzie of courſe continued to 


correſpond very regularly with his father; 
and her letters might truly be deemed pa- 
negyricks upon his ſon, of whoſe genius. 


and natural parts Principal Douglas enter- 
tained the higheſt opinion; but ſoon after 


George had entered his eighth yours Harcourt. 
ceaſed writing. 


For fome time the Mackenzies attri- 
buted his filence to ill-health, miſcarriage of 
letters, and various other cauſes ; till, at the 


end of three months of ſuſpenſe, they re- 
/ cCeived 
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ceived a letter from an unknown hand, 
which informed them that Harcourt had. 
been unfortunate enough to incur the 


diſpleaſure of the Empreſs, who had firſt 


exiled him to. Tobolſki, and finally con- 
demned him to die, which latter ſentence 
had juſt been executed ; and as all his ef- 
fects had been confiſcated, it had not been 
in the writer's power to reſcue any of his 


property for his ſon, whom, out of friend- 


ſhip. for his unfortunate father, he ſtrongly 
recommended to the protection of the Mac- 


kenzies. : 


Fhis news ; occaſioned a ſtrange revoliition 
in Mrs. Mackenzie's prodigious affection for 


* 


the unhappy orphan. She had long foreſeen 


that Harcourt's pride and extravagance. 


would, ſooner or later, have a fall; there- 


fore this event was no more than ſhe ex- 


pected. / 1 


The next conſideration was, what was to 


be done with the child? 


D She 
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She preſumed the Principal ui be no 
more inclined to board and educate him 
gratis, than themſelves ; for the trifle that 
they had made of his father's effects would 
not go far towards the brat's ſupport.— 
However they determined to conſult with 
the Principal before they came to any re- 
. . 


Poor Mary could only lament the unfortu- 
nate death of the father, and the dreary proſpect 
her little favourite had before him; her tears 


were very unavailing, and merely ſerved to 
excite her mother's reproaches, who told her 


that ſhe would not have whined ſo much for 
er death: ſhe then ſet out with her lord and} 
- maſter, whoſe preſence was neceflary, ſhef 


thought, upon the occaſion. 


4 


that they had ſomething of importance to 
communicate to him, preſuming that his 
_ little favourite was at all events concerned in 


the 


Principal Douglas, who had been pre- 
viouſly apprized of their intended viſit, and 


the 
viſit 
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* buſineſs, ſent for the child as ſoon as his 
viſiters were announced. | | 


Alter the firſt - contplinionts;. without 
hardly noticing their fifth bairn, Mr. Mac- 


kenzie preſented the Principal with the let- 


ter which they had fo recently received, who 
read it with undiſguiſed emotion; then ex- 
claimed, wiping his eyes— 


God's will be done!“ : 
George, already ſurpriſed by the alteration 


in the Mackenzies' behaviour towards him, 
ſtood gazing 1n filence at the worthy Prin- 


| cipal ; at laſt concluding that ſomething 


very afflicting occaſioned his ſorrow, he took | 
his hand, and would have aſked, © What's 
the matter?“ but a fort of dread came acroſs 
him—the queſtion hung upon his lips, and 
he burft into tears. 


— 


The Principal, ill more affected, aa | 


him in his arms, exclaiming— 


D 6 « Would | 
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% Would I were rich for your ſake, my 


ſweet boy! But ſuch. innocence and ſenſibi- 
lity muſt always meet with friends ;”* look- 


ing at the Mackenzies, 1 who. "as agreed 
with him. 


| - 


George now requeſted an explanation, 


and aſked if his Papa was well f. 


6 Not in very good health,” the Princi- 


pal replied; but deſired him not to make him- 


ſelf uneaſy, as that would not make his papa 


better; telling him to go into his room, 


where he would ſoon join him, and inform 


him of all he knew. 


The Principal's pupils were accuſtom- 
ed to obey at the firſt word; George 


therefore immediately withdrew with ſtream- 


ing eyes, though very unconſcious of the 
extent of his misfortunes. 


As ſoon a as he was alone-with the Mac- 


kenzies, the Principal enquired if they had 


any 
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any idea of what Harcourt could have done 
to deſerve ſo ſevere a ſentence ?. 


e. Nae the Nightef,” replied the voluble 
Mrs. Mackenzie; ce the letter ye have read, 
Principal, contains aw the information we 
have received. However, 'tis nae more than 
I, long expected; for Harcourt was as proud 
as Lucifer, and there were nae bounds to his 
extravagance, —Weel, weel, preſerve. me 
from ſuch genteel notions as his were!“ 


Ihe Principal, without making any com- 
ments upon theſe good-natured remarks, 
proceeded. to enquire into Harcourt's family 
biſtory, and if he had any relations. — to 
take charge of his ſon. 


None that I ken, Principal ;—as for his 
wife, he never choſe, for gude reaſons, nae 
doubt, to mention her family —ſo I nae 
ſee what the boy has to truſt to. There is 
a trifle of money in Mr. Mackenzie's hands, 
ariſing from the ſale of a few things which 

| 4 Harcourt 
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Harcourt left at Rome, but nae half eg 
to be of real ſervice to the hairu; fo I think 


we muſt endeavour, Principal, to get him 
received upon the foundation of the Free 
School at Aberdeen for a few years, till we 
ſee what he ſeems fit for.“ 


The Principal overruled this kind pro- 
- polal, by promiſing to undertake the care 
of his education, and to board him gratis; 


adding, that the intereſt of the ſmall matter 
in Mr. Mackenzie's hands would probably 


keep him in Clothes, 


« With proper frugality,” Mrs, Mac- 
kenzie replied ; and after beſtowing the 
greateſt applauſe upon the worthy Principal's 
generoſity, and profeſſing the greateſt with 
to ſerve the bairn, only alledging their large 
family, and verv narrow circumſtances, ren- 
dered it impoſſible for them to afford him 
any pecuniary aſſiſtance, they took their 
leave, highly pleaſed with the Principal's 


folly, as Mrs. Mackenzie termed his wiſh. 
IT, . 
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to ſerve a helpleſs orphan, lich had exone- 


rated them from ſo troubleſome a charge; 
as ſhe decided they would no longer meddle 
or make between the Principal and young 
George, as the former was much more able 
to provide for his future, as well as his pre- 
ſent wants than themſelves, 


Mary was extremely happy when ſhe 
learned the Principal's kind intentions in 
favour of her young protegèe; but Mar- 
garet, like her mother, ſeemed to exult in 
the death of the father, and misfortunes of 
the ſon. | 


Mr. Douglas, after the departure of his 
gueſts, haſtened to his infant charge; to 
whom, by degrees and in the moſt ſoothing 
manner, he imparted his father's death, 
without entering into any further explana- 
tion. Still the melancholy intelligence 


made a very ſtrong impreſſion upon the 
child's mind, and for a time robbed him of 


all his gaiety ; but the almoſt paternal ten- 
| derneſs 


4 
ST 
LY 
2 
1 
3 
1 
5 
2 A 
5 
RY 
x] 
be, 


— 


64 . HARCOURT. 


derneſs of the Principal at firſt deviated his: 
-beartfelt grief, and in the end excited his. : 
warmeſt gratitude, which he had no other 
means of diſplaying than by paying the moſt. 
implicit obedience to all his orders, and by 
proſecuting his ſtudies with the moſt unre-- .. 
mitting zeal. 
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CHAP. Y. 


Duni G the enſuing nine years, little of 
moment occurred to the ſon of the unfor- 
tunate Harcourt. The Mackenzies now and 
then, by way of keeping up appearances, 
gave him an invitation to their apartments; 
but, except from Mary, his reception was 
lo frigid, ſo unlike their firſt treatment of 
him, that he had much rather have ſtaid 
away z—ſtill, as it was the Principal's wiſh 
that he. ſhould not appear to ſlight them, 
and as he reflected that his father certainly 
had formed a very high opinion. of them,, 
and they were among his beſt friends, he 
thought they were entitled to every mark of 

. bis. 
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his reſpect; though; as he grew up, he be- 


gan moſt thoroughly to deſpiſe their merce- 


nary principles, which they never took the 
trouble of concealing from a perſon, from 
whom they had ſo little to expect, and whoſe 
approbation they ſo little coveted. 


Soon after he was turned of twelve years 
old, the excellent Principal introduced him 


to the Count de St. Mars, then Governor 
of the Military School at Paris, founded 
for the education of the ſons of the poor 
Nobility, with whom France at that time 
abounded. 

The Count reſembled, in point of diſpo- 
tion, thoſe brave warriors who ſhared the 
perils of that once moſt beloved of their 
Monarchs, Henry the Fourth—an excel- 
lent ſubje&, excellent officer, and excellent 
man. He liſtened with attention to Har- 
court's ſhort but affe&ing hiſtory, and im- 
mediately convinced the Prinetpal how truly 
he had been intereſted in his recital, by 
WE 2 | "ring 
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deſiring that George might attend all the 


maſters employed to inſtruct the young men 


under his care. Thus Harcourt learned to 
ride, fence, dance, and various other ſciences 


and accompliſhments taught in the Military 
School, particularly tactics, fortification, 


&c. and what was ſtill more to his advan- 


tage, acquired a friend and ane in the 
Count. | 


Among his fellow-ſtudents at the Scotch 
College he had many friends; one remark- 
ably fo, the ſecond fon of a very poor Scotch 


| Baronet, who, like the Mackenzies, thought 


when he had given his boys a good econ 
tion, he had done his duty by them; and 
Charles Creighton was deſtined to make his 
fortune in India. A fort of conformity of 
circumſtances increaſed their regard for each 
other, and Charles often promiſed his friend 
to provide for him very handſomely when he 


attained the pot of Governor-General of 
India. 


At 
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At eighteen, this young man left Paris, 
and ſoon after ſailed for Calcutta. Harcourt 
parted from him with regret, and ſincerely 
wiſhed that he had as fair a proſpect as his 
friend of obtaining, at leaſt, a genteel inde- 
pendency. He was now turned of ſeven- 
teen, and thought it high time to ſet about 
the arduous taſk that his friend Charles had 


begun; ſtill he could not ſtart the ſubje&t— 


the Principal was certainly the beſt judge of 
the line he was fit for, and he ought to wait 
with patience. till he choſe to debate the 


point with him. He determined. before- 


hand to be abſolutely guided by his advice. 


As for the Mackenzies, they ſeemed to- 
tally to. have forgot that his father had 'ever 
"exiſted, and till leſs. to remember that he 
had left his fon under their care. The 
Principal therefore thought it proper to re- 
mind them of that event; but as he only 
received evaſive anſwers. to ſeveral queſtions 
he put to them concerning his young fa- 
yourite, he thought it * that George 


ſhould: 


he 
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ſhould at leaſt pay them the compliment to 

aſk their advice, before he decided upon his 
future line of life. He therefore communi- 
cated his wiſhes to the young man; telling 85 
him that, if he had underſtood Mr. Mac- 
kenzie right, a few hundreds was all he had 
to expect ; therefore he particularly wiſhed 
to ſee him eligibly ſituated, and in a likely 
way to make his hundreds thouſands, before 
he died: adding, that he had a plan in view 
for him which he hoped would meet his ap- 
_ probation, as there were many reaſons, not- 
withſtanding his father's loyalty, which would 
prevent him from riſing either in the Engliſh 
naval or land ſervice, and as it was neitker - 
in his, nor the Count de St. Mars's power to 
ſerve him in Great Britain. 


© Before I am more explicit,“ he conti- 
nued, „the Count, as well as myſelf, thinks 
it but right you ſhould at leaſt aſk the 
Mackenzits if they have any intention to 
endeavour to get you into the Engliſh, or 
Eaſt India ſervice, or promote your intereſt 
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in any br way f ? which, were I in des 
place, I ſhould fancy was my duty. I don't 
tell you that they are of my way of ithink- 
ing, however you have a right to aſk them 


the queſtion ; and they might feel, or affect 


to be offended, if they were not conſulted, 
as Mackenzie is in ſome reſpe&ts your 


guardian :—therefore wait upon him this 


evening, and let me hear the reſult of your 
viſit as fan as you return; and remember, 
at all events, while T live, you ſhall never 


want a friend. No thanks, cluld—I am per- 


fectly acquainted with a heart and diſpoſition 
of my own forming to have given you 


the education of a gentleman, without 


meaning to provide for you afterwards in 
ſome reſpects like one, would have been 
doing you an injury rather than a ſervice, 
and was never my intention ;—I am ſure 
you will do the utmoſt honour to the Count's 
and my joint recommendation.“ 


The entrance of company prevented 
George from expreſſing the gratitude he felt, 
5 and 


and made him retire precipitately to his own 


room, to revolve the recent converſation in 
his mind. — He wiſhed the Principal had 
mentioned what he had in view for him, as 
he was convinced that the Mackenzies? wiſh 
to ſerve bim would not interfere with his 
plan ; for he had long ſuſpected, nay was 
almoſt certain, that it was a matter of per- 
fect indifference to all that family, Mary ex- 
cepted, what became of him. 


However in the evening, having dreſſed 
tor the purpoſe, he {et out to pay them a 
viſit, and found only the family party aſ- 
ſembled, which had lately received the ad- 


dition of Mr. Archibald's, the fecond ſon's, 


company, whom George had not ſeen ſince 
his return to Paris, whither he had repaired 
in conſequence of having been expelled the 


Univerſity, and having neither money nor 


credit-to ſupport him in England. 


Mrs. Mackenzie was with difficulty pre- 


vailed upon by her huſband, and favourite 
6 Margaret, 


— 
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wes to allow him to take up his abode 
with them, and formed the maternal reſolu- 
tion, which ſhe ſtrictly adhered to, of mak- 
ing home as diſagreeable to him as poſſible, 
that he might the ſooner turn out into the 
world, and endeavour to live by his learning, 
or his wit ;—an excellent judge of mankind 
in general, ſhe foreſaw that Archibald was 
not likely to ſhine in any profeſſion, and had 
long viewed, with an envy bordering on ran- 
cour, the ſuperior accompliſhments of the 
deſtitute Harcourt, whom ſhe accoſted upon 
his entrance, with— | 


« Weel, boy, what wind has blown ye 
hither ?—if ye mean to ſtop, een reach perl 
A chair.” 

Margaret, eager to diſplay her ill-nature, 
which ſhe miſnamed wit, at wy body's ex- 
pence, exclaimed— | 


« La, Mamma, George is ſo ſmart that 
he muſt be going to a ball—I am ſure he 
don't 
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nd 


don't mean to favour us with much of his 
company.” 


3 


The only way to defeat Margart) s malice 
was never to” notice her—a hint George 
had received from Mary long fince ; he 
therefore took his ſeat in filence, and then | 
as addrefled Archibald, whoſe diſgrace he had 
d alſo learned from the only friend he had in 
1— the family, and with whom, as he ſo ſeldom 
viſited, he regularly CE 5 


Mrs. Mackenzie, eager to ſeize the op- 
portunity of venting her ſpleen inn her 
e fon, ſaid— |, 


* Weel, George, do ye think Archy 
looks wiſer than when ye laſt ſaw him ?” 
| « Mr. Mackenzie 1s very much altered 
| fince I had that advantage, Ma' am, he re- 
plied. | 
« That is nae Wen my queſtion, | 
boy; however, if ye have nae made better uſe 
of yere time for the laſt ten years, Principal 
VOL. I. "op Douglas's 


Ly 
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Douglas! s charity has been very il beowed 
but that nae concerns me ye ken.“ 
A was in hopes, Ma'am,” replied Har- 
court. « that you had taken ſome intereſt in 
my advancement, and muſt acknowledge 
that idea induced me to intrude upon your's 
and Mr. Mackenzie's 'time this evening ;— 
may I requeſt a few minutes' private au- 
dience? i | 
Without allowing him to Spade his 
* Mrs. Mackenzie exclaimed— 


d private audience, boy for what? 


pray out with the mighty ſecret—ye want 


money, I preſume?“ 5 
« Tam ready to ſettle with you at any 
time, young fellow,” ſaid Mackenzie. 
No doubt, Sir,“ reſumed George; 
« but I now came merely to requeſt your 
advice: I am now at an age to endeavour 
to make ſome uſe of my time, and to relieve 
the excellent Principal Douglas from the 
e, and expence he has ſo long been at 
vpon 
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upon my account; cherefore what profeſ- 
fion would you, Sir - would you, Madam 
or what line of life would you adviſe me to 
purſue? we i 

« We adviſe ye, boy!” Fes Mrs. 7 
Mackenzie, how ſhould we ken what yere 
fine education has fitted ye for—or what 
have we to do in the buſineſs ?—Principal 


Douglas prevented our ſending ye to the 


Free School at Aberdeen, where ye would 
have learned to write and read, which was 
aw ye wanted to be taught, and we ſhould 
then have bound ye to ſome trade; but ſince - 
the Principal has made a fine gentleman of ye, 
ye mult look to him for means to ſupport 
the character.“ 5 


Though prepared in ſome meaſure for this 
reception, George nevertheleſs felt very much 
hurt to find that he afforded the old woman 
a ſubject for ridicule ;—but, determined to 
comply with the Principal s wiſhes, he 
ſaid | 1 
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e neyer before knew. Ma' am, you 
thought my education an improper one,— 
Principal Douglas, at, all events, meant to 
do me an eflential ſervice ; and the Count 
de St. Mars's inſtructions have, he thinks, 
encered me fit for either the Britiſh Hwy 
or Navy.“ | 
«And ye expect, „ once more inter- 
rupted Mrs. Mackenzie, © we are going to 
{exert our credit in yere favour ; but both ye 
and the Principal are ſtrangely miſtaken.—I 
have nae patience with ſitch proud, upſtart 
| Puppies—but ye are a 9 of the oe block, 
boys; | 
| 06. .F rue; my dear? ibs: her 1 
but if you wiſh to go into the ſervice, | 
young fellow — ſince you came to alk my ad- 
vice, why, if I was in your place, I would 
enter into the Eaſt India Company's ſervice 
as a ſoldier then you will have an opportu- 
nity of diſplaying your profound knowledge, 
and of riſing by your merit; for your dab of 
money won't purchaſe you a commiſſion, I 
Promiſe 
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promiſe you—though 3 matters not to. me 


how you fool it away.” 
« ] think George: had better turm hör 3 
tune-hunter at once,” ſaid the benevolent + 


9 


Margaret; © {et out upon your travels as 


Mi Lord Anglois—who | knows s what luck you 
might have. 411% J i 
« Or what think you of turning dancing- 
maſter, George, ſaid Archibadd. 
U entreat, Sir, you would at leaſt {pare 
your advice till I requeſt you to favour me | 


with it,“ retorted George; did not come 


intg your father $/houſe to put up with in⸗ 


* "Y 
- 
8 


ſults from every branch of his family.” 
And Pray, Sir, who are you, to give! 
yourſelf {ſuch airs ?” ſaid Archibald. | 
Jour equal, Sir,” replied George. 
Le my ſon's equal, ye impudent loon 1 
I would have ye to ken that his father can 
give him a fortune to ſupport him like a 
gentleman, if he chuſes ; and ye, what was 
yere beggarly inheritance ? yere father's abo- 
minable pride, that was aw he had to leave 
behind him z—ainly take care ye don't make 
E 3 15 „ Jere 
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yere exit in the ſame way he did; 3 
he was beheaded, I believe—and if ye don't 


mend yere manners, ye will come to the 
. 


For ſome ſeconds George dared not truſt 


: himſelf to make any reply; at laſt he ſaid — 


« You may inſult me as much as youpleaſe, 
Madam ; but had any man inſulted my fa- 


ther's memory to my face, as you have done, 


his life or mine ſhould have paid the forfeit. 
The worſt, I believe, you or any one can ſay 


with juſtice is, that he fell the victim of a * 


potic government.“ 


Tears rolled Jown his cheeks as he con- 


cluded the callous Mrs. Mackenzie mere- 
Jy laughed; and faid— 


0 There, my N what think ye or | 


that fine ſpeech ?—How fortunate that I 
am not a man! What a hero the boy will be 


1 


4 
3» 


je 


* 


in time however, 1 hops he is W 


the tears of „ 


Ge hurt to think that he had afford- 


ed her ſuch a triumph, half roſe from his 
chair to quit the room; but looking at 


Mackenzie, he ſaid 


% As you have convinced me, Sir, that I 


am a moſt unwelcome intruder, if it ſuits 


you to deliver up the trifle of money you 
have in your: _—_ I am ready and willing 


to receive it. 


« Een get rid of him at once. my dear,” 


ſaid Mrs. Mackenzie. 
« With all my heart, my "Wb ;—thank 


God Tam always prepared to anſwer any Juſt. 


demands — few people are more particular in 
their accounts; the preſent ſummons is cer- 
tainly very unexpected, but if you will wait 
a few minutes, I will comply with your re- 
queſt, George ; though I hardly know, con- 
ſidering your non-age, whether I can do it 
with abſolute ſafety to myſelf. —Peg, fetch 
LE = 96” me 
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! 25 508 7 
ee Aye, aye, my deb; ot mut bf the 
worthleſs loon—let him gang to auld Nick, 
if he chuſes, ſo long as we are nae troubled 
with mae more of his ene, "OF Fe" 
The wok was [ROY r and * 
kenzie, after looking it over, aſced George 
if he choſe to have a particular account of 
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pended, or whether a benen! one ee fa- 
oy ien d. N 55 
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i Pert ety, Sir,” akin Cn * PI 
| believe me; I have a very high opinion of 


treatment of ma. *55-".” 1 5 

8 believe my character Bags unim- 
peached, young fellow,“ 
« How much do you ſuppoſe is coming to 
you! ?” ſaid he, after Haas ſtruck the Eur 
lance. 
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me my large account-book,, and: penn ane 


every thing that he had received and ex- 


your, integrity, „eee your unkind 


replied Mackenzie. 
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5 Lam no judge, Sir B nor have I made 
any calculations Ven the Mn. of EP ex- 


| pectations.. : 
« There then, young man, look at that. 


I flatter myſelf that I have been a a faithful 
ſteward.“ | 30] 


- 


Haren bowed aflent to the concluf ion, | 
and took the 1 Paper, upon wine 155 
Was written | 8 2 


« Goods and effects diſpoſed of at Rome, 


4561. Engliſh ; intereſt upon ditto for ten 


years and a half, at four per cent. 191l. 105. ; 
for board, lodging, travelling e 
clothes, pocket- money, &c. 1871. 18. 6d. ; 
balance in band, 460l. 8. 6d. vas 


Bebe having glanced his x eyes over it, 
lad | | 


Lam perfectly ſatisfied, Sir; and muſt 
een, that it is more chan I ne ed 


to receive.“ F 
x + bay 
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e may ſay that, boy,“ exclaimed 


Mrs. Mackenzie; * it ye had had to deal 
with ſome folks, ye would nae have had a 
baubee.— Mr. Mackenzie and myſel, worth- 
| leſs as ye are, made the moſt of every thing 


for ye — ſo e' en write a proper receipt, and 


he will give ye a draft upon our banker for 


the money—then we ſhall have done with 


ye. The draft will always be a proof that 


ye have had the filler, and we can eaſily 
prove what we made of the effects.” 
1 affure you, Ma'am, I don't mean to 


5 make a ſecond claim. I feel myſelf very 
much obliged to both you and Mr. Mac- 
kenzie wy the trouble you. have taken— 
and | 


155 We want none of yere flummery, 
boy,” interrupted the matron ; © yeregrand 


fortune won't laſt ye a twelvemonth ;—but 


remember, ye have nothing mair to expect 


from us—yere laſt cow has calved. “ 


During this ſpeech Mackenzie wrote a 


; draft for the money, and deſired George to 


write 
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f write him a receipt in full of all demands. 
. They ſoon exch anged the papers, and Mac- 
: kenzie having conſulted his oracle in a whiſ- 
: per, faid, aſſuming an air of importance, and 
- in a pompous tone— | 
: « There ends our acquaintance, Mr. 
: George Harcourt ; and remember, hence- 
forward, I prohibit your correſponding with 
, any branch of my family,” looking at poor 
Mary, whole heart was overflowing at her 
| eyes. 15 : 


1 | 
Mrs. Mackenzie repeated her huſband's 
injunctions, adding that ſhe ſhould look 
upon it as a ſerious breach of duty in any of 
her children, to keep up any farther conneë- 
tion with Mr. Harcourt. : 


, George, with a degree of pride that had 
long lain dormant in his boſom, ſaid very 
coolly— _ | 
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. oor late behaviour, Mrs. Mackenzie, 
rendered your preſent renunciatjon 
very uſeleſs.—I truſt I ſhall continue t 
ſerve the good opinion of the only friend I 
ever had in your family ; her paſt kindneſs I 
ſhall ever remember with gratitude, and 
only hope that her bail will equal her | 
delerts.” | 


me aq 
de- | 


E. low, haſtily benz to the triumphant 
part of the family, he was hurrying away ; but 
Mary, rendered bold by the eſteem, not to 
ſay affection, that ſhe felt for the ſon of her 
kind benefactors, advanced towards him, and 
taking his hand, fervently exclaimed— 


Tears guſhed from her eyes as ſhe con- 
cluded; and ſhe left the room at one door 
while George haſtened out at another, i inex- 


preſſibly affected . her Pang wiſh, 
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Heaven protect you, go where you will! 


do 
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CHAP. VI. 


TE Principal was alone when George 


returned, who haſtened into his room, and 
briefly, but candidly, repeated all that had 
paſſed during his recent viſit, | 


The Pries! was aftoniſtied, and very 
angry with himfelf for having expoſed his 


pupil to the low inſults of. ſuch unfeeling 


mortals; he wiped his eyes ſeveral times 


during George's recital, and at laſt ſaid 


| i Endeavour to forget ſuch ſordid, and I I 
don't ſcruple to ſay it, unprincipled people 
exiſt, We can't diſpute Mr. Mackenzie's 


accounts 
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accounts and I hope, for his own ſake, that 


they are what he could produce in a court of 
Juſtice, were it required; though I am often 
inclined to fear that avaricious people are 


ſeldom ſtrictly honeſt. But admitting Mr. 
Mackenzie to have done you juſtice in re- 
ſpect to money matters, every other part of 
his conduct towards you is deſerving of the 


ſevereſt cenſure: he ought to have ſtrained 


every nerve to ſerve you; for your father 
was indeed their friend, nay for many years, 
by Miſs Mackenzie's account, the ſupport 


of their family. —Shbe alone ſeems to have 
been ſenſible of the obligation; and though 
I muſt requeſt that you would ceaſe corre- 
| ſponding with her, you may depend upon it 

that I will let her know how you go on; 


becauſe I know it will afford her infinite ſa- 


tisfaction.— I have already told you that I 
can and will provide for you, ſo make your- 


ſelf eaſy reſpecting the future.“ 5 


/ 


Y Thus they parted for the evening, after 


George had given the Principal the draft 
| p ke 
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| be had received, who in conſequence told him 


that he had now ſuperſeded Mr, Mackenzie 
in his office of guardian, and hoped to ac 
rather more up to the title than that gentle- 
man had done. 

Next morning. he was | fornmoned- once 
more to attend the Principal, with whom he 
found his other kind friend the Count de St. 
Mars, who, after a little general diſcourſe, 
told Harcourt, his nephew the Marquis de 
Fierval was appointed Governor of Marti-- 
nico; and as the choice of his private Secretary 
was left to himſelf, he (the Count) thought, 
if George approved of ſuch an office, he had 


intereſt enough with the Marquis to ſecure it 


tor him. 

George neither knew how, nor in what 
terms to expreſs his gratitude for an offer 
which far exceeded his moſt ſanguine hopes. 
The Count would not allow him to expatiate 
upon what George ſo juſtly termed his kind- 
neſs; but told him that he looked upon the 
affair 
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7 aﬀihir! as viconthuded; and ſhould that evening 
introduce him to the Marquis and Mar- 


chioneſs under his new title. He then pro- 
ceeded to mention his ſalary, and other ne- 


ceſſary et ceteras; and concluded by aſſuring 


him t hat he would ever be treated, in the 


Marquis's family, with that Wen nh to- 


his birth. 10 e 


* 


| ElateT with his brilliant proſpects, yet 


traly ſenſible of the' Count de St. Mars's ge- 
nerous wiſh to ſerve him, George could hard- 
ly fail of making a favourable impreſſion 
upon Monſieur and Madame de Fierval.— 
His figure was elegant, his countenance 
particularly animated and pleaſing, good- 
nature, dimpled round his fine formed 
mouth, and in his piercing hazel eyes you 
might read every thought of his heart; his 
hair a glaſſy brown, added conſiderable beau- 
ty from its quantity and luxuriant ringlets, 
(never having been dreſſed) to a face and form 
that hardly wanted ſuch an addition to ſtand 

| unrivalled among Nature's faireſt works ; 
his 
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5 
his heart was the reſi dence of truth and ho- 


nour; his mind had been early formed by 


adverſity, and his underſtanding by the ſtrick 
attention he had paid to his ſtudies, and to 
the worthy Principal's excellent leſſons and 
precepts. Indeed few young men of his age, 
for he had not yet entered his eighteenth 
year, were ſo truly pip per, in the moſt 
extanſave ſenſe of the word. r cf eee d- 


1 1 . * * 1 3 


| The Mn was peteh a of ap- 


preciating his merit, -and- truly- happy to 


thiak that his uncle had enſured. hin 1 | 
agreeable e - een - Ee 


. 7 . * 1 g 


: 8 Pu F Laval frankly told him that 


he was a very handſome fellow, and would 


indubitably turn the heads of all the Mar- 
tinico belles, but that he muſt part with his 
fine curls, becoming as they were; in ſhort 


- ſhe rallied him with ſo much drollery, that 


they were intimate friends before he'took his 7, 
leave. „ ä Ws 
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The: principal ſincerely pertichated i in his 


| pupils 'happineſs, and took upon himſelf to 
give every neceſſary order for clothes, &c. 


againſt his approaching departure. The 
Count de St. Mars preſented him with a 
very elegant ſword, and a handſome gold 
repeating watch: in ſhort, between his and 
the Principal's generoſity, Harcourt found 
- himſelf provided for in every reſpect with- 
out expending a ſhilling of his own; and at 


the end of three weeks he ſet out for Nantes. 


with his new patron, and ſoon after embark- 
ed with a fair wind for Martinico. 


The Principal bad roll high that he ſhould 


no further a anſwer, any enquiries the Mac- 
kenzies might be inclined to make about 
him, than by ſaying that he was gone in the 


ſame capacity as their eldeſt ſon, to a French 


Nobleman ; ; which he knew would both 


wound their pride, and prove a great morti- 
| fication, as he now began to form a very 
bad opinion of the whole family, Mary ſtill 
excepted, and to cy that they had their 
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own private reaſons for wiſhing Harcourt 
might adopt ſome obſcure line of life, which 


would effectually prevent him from Calling 


them to a future account, or making him- 
ſelf known to any of his father's relations, 
admitting any ſtill exiſted who were inclined 
to ſerve or recognize him; which they had 
repeatedly, and as he often thought un- 
neceflarily, aſſured the Pringipe. fury did 


not. 


But to return to Harcourt. After a very 
pleaſant voyage he landed with the Gover- 
nor and his ſuite at St. Pierre. The Mar- 
quis was received with all due honours, and 
took poſſeſſion of a magnificent hotel an- 
nexed to the diſtinguiſhed poſt he held; bis 
houſehold was eſtabliſhed upon the moſt 
liberal footing, and a ſucceſſion of fetes 
among the inhabitants welcomed: his ar- 
rival, 


The late Governor, the Baron de Valcerne, 
had left a young widow and an only daughter 
os | „ 
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to lament his death and Madame de Val- 
cernè continued to reſide in the iſland, at a 
very elegant caſtle which ſhe had within ten 
miles of St. JJ 
5 As her father, the former Governor, was, 
like herſelf, born in Martinico, and had left 
her at his death all the immenſe property 
he poſſeſſed in the Weſt Indies; this lady 
was of courſe one of the firſt, and ſoon be- 
came the conſtant viſiter at the Governor 8 
hotel. . ah 
Madame de F ierval. ſoon grew weary bt 
the inceſſant ſctes ſhe was obliged to partake 
of, and to regret the more poliſhed and bril- | 
lant eee of Faris ſhe had FAIR: a 


Mischene de Valcerns v was: 706 a wich þ more 
ſerious diſpoſition; but ſhe inſenſibly be- 
came the Marchioneſs's confidential friend, 
ho ſeriouſly wondered that ſo amiable and 
accompliſhed a woman ſhould thus waſte 
the . of her life in a Welk India iſland, 
which 
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which ſtruck her as being one of the ſtopideft 


places in the known world; and ſhe often 


expoſtulated with her upon what ſhe deny 
lo great an abſurdity. C's 


— 


Madatiie de Verne tried to laugh her 


out of her prejudices, and with ſome diffi - 


culty at length reconciled her to the thoughts 
of ſpending at leaſt five years in the Weſt 
Indies, and to the W hs Pierre at- 
forded. 1 | 


" 


N was of all the Governor's parties 


both at home and abroad, and treated as the 
Count had aſſured him he would be, not 
only with fraternal kindneſs by the Marquis 


and his Lady, but with the utmoſt reſpect 
by his houſehold. It may therefore be ſup- 


poſed that he was a total ſtranger to the 
ennui Madame de Fierval often complained 


of. 


Every packet brought him letters from the 


Principal, who informed him that he had 
never 
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never heard a word of the Mackenzies ; he 
therefore rather ſuppoſed that they were 
ignorant of his having quitted Paris, or elſe 
curioſity would probably have induced them 
to e where he was . 


7 Thus the firſt cle alt paſſed im- 
perceptibly; Harcourt's company was as 
much, or more, ſought after than that of the 
Marquis de Fierval. Madame de Valcerné 
in particular frequently invited him to her 
ancient caſtle : ſhe was very buſy ſettling 
her late huſband's affairs, and he was ſo able 
an auxiliary, that he paſſed every moment he 
could devote to her ſervice at Valcerne. 


5 This amiable woman was ſo generally 

eſteemed, nay adored in the iſland, that 
Harcourt felt himſelf peculiarly flattered by 
the diſtinguiſhed politeneſs ſhe always treated 
him with. Her large fortune enabled her 
to follow the benevolent bent of her incli- 
nations, and to diſpenſe innumerable bleſſ- 


— 


ings among the poor and indigent, We 
She 


— 
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She was juſt turned of thirty, and {till re- 
markably handſome ; her late huſband was 


a man of great, family, but far from rich; 


ſtill his pay as a Colonel i in the French T 


appointment as Governor of Martinico, be- 
ſides various penſions, would have ſupported 


him in a ſtyle ſuitable to his rank, indepen- 


dent of Madame de Valcerne's fortune, which 
was ſettled totally upon herſelf, not ſubject to 


his controul, and it was ſuppoſed her annual 


income amounted to thirty thouſand pounds 


ſterling. The Baron's own paternal inherit- 
ance he had bequeathed to his daughter, a 
very fine girl juſt turned of thirteen. 


One evening, having ſpent the day at 


Valcerne, Harcourt and the kind miſtreſs of 
the manſion found themſelves 7ete-a-/ete, 


and imperceptibly ſhe drew from him a ſhort 
narrative of his paſt life. She had merely 
learned from the Marquis that his father 


was a maa of family, but reduced in his 
circumſtances through the adherence of his 
anceſtors to the Pretender's cauſe. _ | 

ET — Harcourt 
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-Flatcoutt 5 was infinitely fattered FR the 
| intereſt ſhe took in his recital ; he rather 
ſpared the' Mackenzies, but ſhe condemned 
them in toto; they were the moſt mercenary, 
moſt. unfeeling wretches ſhe had ever heard 


of, —She then aſked if he had any taſte for 
drawing, as his father was fo your an artiſt = 


It had frequently 1 his with; he re- 
plied, to endeavour to emulate his father, as 
he was particularly partial to his profeſſion, 
though he had not the vanity to fancy he 
poſſeſſed his inborn genius; however few 
people had leſs right to repine than himſelf; 
and he concluded by beſtowing ſome very 
juſt. praiſes upon Monfieur and "Madame de 


Fierval. 


* Thez⸗ certuily do wings to the A 
= ouiſhed poſt they hold,” rejoined Madame 
de Valcerne, © and they never gave a greater 
proof of their diſcernment than in their 
choice and treatment of their ſecretary, or 
more properly, friend. e 


As 


1 
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As it grew late, Harcourt roſs to take his 
leave, and for the ſame reaſon, as the nights 
were dark, was permitted to make his part- 


ing bow, but not without A requeſt from 


Madame that he would take an early oppor- 
tunity to do her the favour to come and in- 
ſpect ſome papers of the Baron's, whicl: ſhe 
was not Jong en ene 
Madzow a e had long ralpatted 
chat her friend had not ſeen the handſome. 
Engliſhman with indifference; and Harcourt 


had ſometimes permitted himſelf to hope 
that the indefinable ſentiments he felt for 


Madame de Valcerne, would not, were ſhe 
acquainted with them, excite Ker diſpleaſure, 


or what he far more deprecated, her diſdain. 


At times he conſtrued his feelings into re- 
ſpect for her rank and fortune; ats others, 
into eſteem for her numerous virtues ; then 
again the triendſhup ſhe had ever treated 
him witb, had awakened a ſimilar ſentiment 


in his boſom ; for as to love —no—that 
was out of the queſtion love never exiſted * 
VOL, I. Po without 


f 


* 
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without hope—and he muſt be ak indeed F 
to 0 give: may to ſuch chimeras. 8 4 t 
ſouęe 
Afonepbilc the gay Marchionef rallied of t 
him moſt unmercifully :—if he was gay, St. 
he was going to Valcerne, or expected the 
fair inhabitant of the caſtle at St. Pierre; Fs 
if grave or abſent, which was frequently the ¶ bee: 
caſe, his heart was there ; he was gr own the yeal 
moſt unſociable being in the world, fince he whe 
had enliſted himſelf among the tribe of me- Fie! 
lancholy lovers ; proteſted, fince he did not MW lum 
ſeem to poſſeſs ſufficient courage to recite Ml 
the doleful tale of his ſufferings, at the feet 
of the peerleſs divinity who had robbed him MW moi 
of his heart, his-vivacity, and even bis wits, join 
| the dreaded the conſequence of his gloomy con 
reflections, and had really prepared herſelfto M the 
expect he would be found ſomeday ſuſpended nim 
from one of the venerable trees which ſhaded i his 
tha caſtle of his beſt beloved, or drowned 
in one of her . TI Eh 


Harcourt 


irt 


358 


Harcourt endeavoured to laugh at what 
Ta termed her ridiculous notions, and often 


Tought relief from her raillery in the ſociety | 


of the amiable widow, and the gay parties 
St. Py lerre N \ 


The Governin's fete, or name«day, had 
been celebrated with great ſplendour the firſt 


year of their reſidence at Martinico ; but 


when it came round again, Madame de 
Fierval declared their feu-de Joie ſhould il- 
luminate the whole Wn. 


Madame de Valcerne wit now out of 


mourning, and of courſe could not object to 


joining the feſtive throng. A maſked ball, 
concert, and ſplendid entertamment, ſent all 
the gueſts away perfectly ſatisfied, and una- 
nimous in their Praiſes of the Govergor and 
e 8 LEN vl 
1 

Madame de Valcerné and her e 
had promiſed to ſpend. a few days with the 
Marchioneſs, who, the moment that ſhe 
12 learned 
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ye, Harcourt was ſtirring, ſent i him 


into her bondoir. He obeyed the ſummons, 955 
found her alone, and after the firſt compli- 57 
5 ments, entreated that ſhe would favour him N 
with her . | 2285 
3 und 
TPO Take a ſeat,” he replied ;. << you grow Ra 
| ſtrangely ceremonious—but perhaps my ſum- a 
mons interrupted one of your favourite re- 5 
veries; yet you don't ſeem to inroke the of * 
aſſiſtance of the Toms or even 'of common bat 
bene. _- a 8 
++, *, Your Ladyſhip . now ſoars beyond my WM MIA. 
comprehenſion,” ' replied Harcourt. N l 
« Why you certainly are intolerably, nay "S 
incorrigibly dull, young gentleman—J po- 4 
ſitively bluſh for you ;— though one of the 5 
handſomeſt fellows in the world, you bave no mo 
; vanity, no aflurance Nay, you need not 8 
| colour ſo terribly, I am only quoting Ma- $77 
| dame de Valcerne's expreſſions.” * ; 
« And does that lady with to make me kk 


vain, Marchioneſs, or are you diverting 3 
yourſelf at my expence?“ 


WI 
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ct «© She certainly does, 450 1 am 60 pro- 
yoked to find that I can't make you W 


plead guilty to your laſt queſtion; - however 


I am now like yourſelf, quite i/ penſeroſo: 


and as I really wiſh to be your friend, and to 


remove the nervous ſymptoms you labour 
under, ſuch as tremors, ſighs, . abſence of 
mind, want of reſt, &c. &c.—T ſhall, like 


| 2 ſkilful phyſician, come to the point at 


once, and as you hope or wiſh to be cured 
of your diſorder, be candid in your anſwers : : 
Was you ever in love?“ 1 
« That is certainly coming to the point, 
Marquiſe; — but were 1 to ſay yes, you would. 
laugh at my folly—and were I to ſay no—” 
« I ſhould know you fibbed,” pe 


ed the Marchioneſs; © ſo if it is poſſible for 


a lover to have any lucid intervals, why do 
me the favour to lay your hand upon your 


heart, and give me a fatisfactory anſwer to 


my very plain queſtion.“ | 
« If loye can exiſt without ws Mar- 
quiſe, IL am certainly, as you obſerve, a 


lover.“ | | er 5; | x R : * 


F 3 1 « How | 


4 * 
} 
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e 1150 laconic however, ſo far 10 Tl 
gra: ified my curioſity; but I am not yet 
ſatisfied. —Is the lady who has reduced you 
to ſuch a ſtate of ene an W 
of France?” 

4 No, upon my bond | 

% Now you grow animated, man—that 
came from the heart. As you have not been 
a great traveller, I may now ſuppoſe this 
cruel tigreſs, for ſuch your deſpair tempts 
me to preſume her, is an inhabitant of this 
illand ;—theſe roſy cheeks convince me that 


9 | 


J have gueſſed right—I am afraid {veg are 


aſhamed of your choice.“ 


af 


« ] am far. more tempted to wonder at 


my preſumption, Marquiſe.” 

Why ſurely you have not diſpoed of 
| your heart in my favour d 

_ « Your Ladyſhip is perfectly right,” re- 


Joined Harcourt, very much piqued; 92 8 | 


_ folly deſerves to be ridiculed:” 
| % Nay, now you look ſerious, Harcourt ; 3 


upon my honour I did not mean to wound 


your feelings — give me your hand ] know 


rog 


„ nenn 


ed to it; but ſay you forgive me! 


petulance * 8 the e bones to 
his lips. e 

« No we are once mw e you 
muſt allow me to gueſs again.” 

«. I will ſpare your Ladyſhip that trou- 
ble; ſince I have acknowledged I. love, 
need I add that I have beſtowed. my heart 


it WW upon Madame de Valcerne ?—Yet,. believe 


re me, Marquiſe, J will never attempt even to 
If excite her pity in my favour I ſhould de- 
t ſpiſe myſelf were I capable of endeavouring 

to avail myſelf even of your kindneſs to plead: 
f my cauſe ;. therefore let me. entreat, Mar- 

quiſe, that you. will never give your friend 
veaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe has inſpired a paſſion 
which it would be madneſs in her to en- 


courage; believe me, I am but t ſenſible 


; of the inſurmountable bar r Fortune has raiſed 
1 between us. ” 
; 


my levity is ſometimes intolerable, but 1 
thought you had been pretty well e : 


Can you, Marquiſe, forgive my My, 


xg MAR ORT. | 


4:99 T am Diſcretion: perſonified you TR 
- Harcourt; but before we drop. the ſubject, 
permit me to enquire whether, ſuppoſing 
your ſituation with reſpect to Madame de 
| Valcerne. was reverſed, you would bave 
| thought her want of fortune rendered her 
unworthy of your affection, or 00 her 
of any of her charms ?*? 1172 

« Oh Heavens, Marquiſe, what an idea! 
Would it were in my power to convince you 
how I ſhould glory in os dinntereſtedneſs of 
my paſſion! ? 

And ſo you fancy,” nclaiaded Madame 
de Valcerns, coming out of an adjoining 
poudering- cloſet, from whence ſne had over- 
heard every thing that had paſſed, you are 
ten times more generous than Iam? 
HFarcourt ſtarted up in the utmoſt confu- 
| ſion, looked firſt at the Marchioneſs, WhO 
was ſhouting with laughter, then at Madame 
de Valcerné; made an attempt to bow to 
the latter, while the Marchioneſs, proteſting 
W ao paſſion had robbed him. of his mew 
5 * * AS 
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as well as his fink; gave him a puſh to- 


wards her friend, who, advancing another 


ſtep, with a modeſt grace totally free from 
affectation, preſented her hand to her timid 


e ſaying— , 5 


0 Take this, my amiable Harcourt, fince 
you ſeem to think it worthy your accept- 
ance ; my heart you have long poſſeſſed, 
and my fortune never was of ſo much value 


in my eyes as at this moment, ſince it will 
enable me to repair een that fickle 


ae has done u... 


a hardly able 4 to. oth the evi- 
dence gf either his eyes or ears, ſeized the 
proffered hand in an ecſtacy little ſhort of 


rapture, and feeling his legs totter under him, 


was happy to relieve: them of their burthen 
for a moment, by falling at his fair enſlaver's 


feet, and' moſt fervently | preſſing her paſſive 
hand to his nh 


— 


4 
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The Marchioneſs ran out of the room, 
| while het amiable friend Texed her lover, 
ine. | 8 3 

I am conſcious my behaviour upon 
this occaſion would lower me in ſome people's 
eyes, Mr. Harcourt ; but I am convinced | 
that you poſſeſs a Fai more liberal mind. 
I gueſſed and applauded the motives of that 
_ reſerve, which induced me to come into the 
Marchioneſs's plan to diſcover the real ſtate 
of your heart. She has long been in my 
ſecret, and has long wiſhed that I would 
have permitted her to diſcloſe it. Vou 
only wanted encouragement, ſhe has re- 
peatedly aſſured me; and believe me, like 
myſelf, ſhe ever did you juſtice. Situated 
zs we both were, you could not diſcloſe your 
* ſentiments, ſhe averred—ſuch a ſtep would 
be inconſiſtent with your principles; yet ſhe 
, Encouraged me to hope what you have re- 
_ cently. acknowledged, and I truſt 205 will 
forgive our joint deception.· 


* 


Harcourt 


g HARCOURT.. W re 5 1 
m, Harcourt endeavoured to expreſs; the va-- | iÞ 
er Inous ſenſations which aſſailed him; at ſuch f 
we 17 
Ja moment he could not be very eloquent, 1 

and Madame de Valcerne. felt her regard for | | 
on him increaſe during a tcte- d- itte of two hours, 1 
es Nvhich hardly appeared two minutes, when . 
ed the Marchioneſs entered in more than her- 11 
id. Nuſual nee e it 


$6: N ow- pray, PRs folks, Aeſsend dong: 
your heroics, and pay: me ſome of your beſt 
compliments upon my ſuperior” talents 9 
d planning and promoting love matches. 


Harcourt: aſſured her that he was not con- 
ce erſant in any language ſufficiently: expreſ- 
* five to make her underſtand what he wiſhed 
to ſay ; and Madame de Valcern& exclaim- 
d Ned, the thought that the Marchioneſs ought: 
to be very much obliged to them for afford · 
ing her an opportunity of diſplaying the. 
11 ſurpriſing talents ſhe prided herſelf ſo much 


> 
* 


t N | = + 6 «And 
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* 0 Auch notewithoht reaſon, m e- 
flect upon the trouble I have add to perſuade | 
vou both to do the very thing your hearts 
were ſet upon: but one was ſo diffident; and 
the other ſo aftaid of appearing forward, 
H thought even your court ſhip would never 
baue begun; and Heaven knows when Har- 
court will ſummon courage enough to prels 
you to fix the wedding- day,—Let it take 
own, if 2 during my eine 0 pF” 
a9 4.5.7 Sts . y S789. Ya „ tt 

5 Haring run on in the ſame firain for "Wi 
time, ſhe went in ſearch of her huſband, who rg 
congratulated his favourite Harcourt, and * 2 
amiable friend, in the gayeſt manner upon 
their mutual felicity; though he proteſted 

that he was ſelfiſh enough ſeriouſly to regret 

the impending loſs of his ſecretary, whom he 

ſhould never replace fo. thoroughly. to his 
latisfaction: and Harcourt, with a politenels 

that ſeemed inherent in his nature, aſſured 

Bis kind patron that he would not reſign his 

- Poſt till he did meet with {ome one in whom 

he could Place equal confidence. 
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IN lefs __ a 1 every thing, was in 
readineſs for the approaching nuptials, and 


the auſpicious day was fixed. The mar- 
| Tiage ceremony was to take place at the 


Caſtle of Valcerne, which was delightfully 
ſituated within a mile of the ſea coaſt. 

; At the appointed time a large party, in- 
vited upon the joyful occaſion, having dined 
and ſpent a molt agreeable day, were pre- 


paring to conclude the evening with a ball. 
The ſacred ceremony, according to the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom in France (among the 


great) was to take * at midnight.— The 


a 
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Governor, however, adviſed ſigning the 


marriage articles previous to. their "quithog: 


the ſaloon. 


0 


They be had wow. en up under Madame: 


de Valcern&'s direction, and the Marquis 
knew that ſhe particularly wiſhed they ſhould 5 
be ſigned, ſealed, and delivered in, the pre- 
ſence of ſome of the moſt reſpectable inha - 


bitants of the iſland: his propoſition of courſe „ 


met with general approbation ; z but at the 


moment the deeds were brought in, a ſervant 


addreſſed Harcourt in a whiſper, who i in- 


ſtantly roſe, and making a haſty apology. 
to the. een left the room. 


For near half an Wa his abſence excited 
no aſtoniſhment ; at the expiration of that 
time Madame de Fierval began to torment. 


her friend, and the reſt of the party ventured 


to expreſs their ſurpriſe, Madame de Val- 
cerné was evidently uneaſy, and rang the 


bell; the ſervant who had brought. the 


. that induced Harcourt at ſuch a 


2 | . moment 


i | ops of 


HARCOURT. . "op" 


| moment” to leave the TE anſivred wy 
ſummons. PIE 


The Marquis aſked him, who it was that 


wanted Mr, Harcourt, and where that gen- 
N was: * | = 


The man in locked furpriſed, and ſaid: he 
thought Mr. Harcourt had returned into 
the ſaloon t—a gentleman, who looked like 


a naval Officer, had deſired him to call him 


out, and to tell him that he AN not de- 
tain him two minutes. | 


cc Oh then he is in ſome other room,“ 
rejoined the Marquis; fo now go, my 
friend; and tell him from 'me that I wiſh to 
ay three words | to him.“ 5 


* 


The ſervant ſoon tore: and informed 


the Marquis that he had left the caſtle. 


This 5 2255 occaſioned general A 
_ conſternation ; the Marquis endeavoured to 


3 „„ conceal 
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R HARCOURT. | „NVçKf alu 
conceal his. own aſtoniſhment, and tried to the 
calm Madame de Valcerne's fears, by ſaying loo 


that it was certainly ſomebody wanted him 
in his official ee 8 buſineſs which 


* 


could not be . ; 5 8 ene 

" Admitting your concluſions to "he juſt, 280 
Marquis,“ Tejoined the agitated Madame de ala 
Valcerne, © it is very ſtrange that Mr. Har- bar 
court ſhould ſet out for St. Pierre without WO 
letting us know his intentions.“ for 
V**VUH»Xöil . W. 
The Marquis was unable to account for ren 

ſo flagrant a breach of politeneſs in his fa- fon 
vourite, therefore leſt the room to make far- Va 
ther enquiries before he malle any anſwer; lon 
and found ſeveral ſervants in the hall de- wit 
| bating the ſame point. — The Marquis was the 
no- minute in his queſtions, but merely of 


learned that Harcourt had ſtepped on one ſide 
with the ſtranger, who addrefled him in 


: Engliſh, and had then followed him to the M. 
door without his hat, which led the ſervants wo 
to ſuppoſe that he might have walked round a 
-- the 


„ 
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ao 3 and let himſelf i in again by: one of 
the glaſs-doors, that opened out of the ſa- 


loon upon the. Beek, lawn, ; 


; = Was tut any. carriage. in ; waiting 7 ; 
Me 10 mens | 


b 


Hie was anſwered in the ana Ui 


alarm now. became ſerious, for he could: 
hardly ſuppoſe that any man in his ſenſes 
would haye ſet out on foot, or on horſeback 

for St. Pierre, full dreſſed and bare headed. 5 

While he was revolving this ſtrange occur- 
rence in his mind, and endeavouring to form.” 15 
ſome plan likely to relieve Madame de 8 


Valcerne's uneaſineſs, that lady, unable any 


longer to attend to. etiquette, joined him, 

with the Marchioneſs, in the hall 3 and in, 

their company he ſearched every apartment. 
of the caſtle. in vain. 


p I A 


if The alarm was now become general ;— 


Madame de Valcerne was ſure that he 


woule be found murdered | indeed eyery one 
: began 
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began to think that a duel was the eus 
of his abſence. 


the caſtle; the gentlemen repeatedly called 


to the object of their fruitleſs ſearch, but 
received no anſwer, nor could they meet 


with the ſlighteſt trace likely to lead to a 


diſcovery of the road he had taken, which 
every one ee was rr e ee | 


coil ADAIR ay ; 5) 855 


The e e every kiorſs to de 
faddled, and ſervants to take every different 
road; while he himfelf mounted one of the 

fleeteſt in Madame de Valcerné's ſtud, a 


new purchaſe made for her beloyed Harcourt, | 


and gallopped towards St. Pierre. Unable 
to gain the ſlighteſt intelligence, and con- 
vinced that he had neither been ſeen upon 
the road thither, nor at his hotel, he haſten- 


ed back, in hopes that ſome intelligenee 


ae have — before his return; but 
5 a 


w - 


The gentlemen therefore, 
buaving procured lights, ſearched the gardens, 
acoining woods, and other environs, while 
the ladies once more explored the inſide of 


F 
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found every meſſenger had been equally un- 


ſucceſsful, notwithſtanding the general alarm 


now prevailing, and the W of e 


W N in the ſearch. wh 


Among the reſt, fon See attracted 
by the numerous lights and buſtle at the 
caſtle, and thinking that ſomething extraor- 
dinary had happened, came to offer their 
aſſiſtance; they were armed, and out ß 
breath. The Marquis, who hoped that 
every ſtranger would relieve them from their 
preſent dreadful ſuſpenſe, eagerly W 
0 news _ had u ä 15 


. Why, no news, my . wh af 8 
one who took upon himſelf to be ſpokeſman, , 
te only ſeeing ſuch a number of lights, and 


people running backwards and forwards at 


the caftle, which we diſcovered by our glaſſes, 


though we were a mile or more from ſhore, 


out a fiſhing, we thought ſomething was 
the matter; ſo we agreed to land, and offer 
our e don't uſually go out 

: | - W 


/ 


3 : | 
116 HARCOURr. 


armed, but there has been a veſſel hovering 

about the coaſt all the evening, and juſt at 

duſk we ſaw ſome of the ſailors from on board 
her go on ſhore, for plunder we ſuppoſed, 


/ 
b 
a 


and the buftle and lights made us fear that hi 

they had attacked the caſſle.“ of 

| 1 7 0 | hac 

This unſatisfactory account, in ſome mea- 3 

ſure; elucidated Harcourt's extraordinary 1 

departure; yet the fiſhermen had not ſeen. = 
the failors return, nor, owing to the darkneſs 

of the night, did they know whether the - 

\ veffel had put to ſea or.not : nor could they ni 

tell what nation ſhe belonged to, only they 2 

knew ſhe was not French built. oy Ha 

| deſi 

. 'T * ende with what * ſervant had 1 


dad, that the Officer who ſent for Harcourt wha 
Re addreſſed him in Engliſh ;. and the Marquis 
declared his ſuſpicions that the unfortunate 
young man had been ſpirited or forced on 
board the veſſel, by that Officer and the {ailors 
— fiſhermen had ſeen land, 


Moſt 


1 


HS wE- 
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{ 


the ſecret, and had taken this method to 
eſcape from the impending ceremony; he 
had obey ed the ſummons without heſitation, 
and certainly might have procured aſſiſtance 


to repel any force likely to have overpower- 
ed him.“ 


The Marchioneſs could not liſten with 
patience to ſuch. falſe inſinuations; ſhe ex- 
claimed Alive or dead, I am convinced 


Harcourt has faflen into the ſnare of ſome 
deſigning villains;“ and Madame de Valcerne 


ſeemed to have recovered her wonted ſpirits 
while ſhe defended her adored and much: 


regretted lover. „„ 5 


What des to take to: reſtore him 


alive to her arms, alone occupied the Mar- 
quis, who had merely ſmiled indignantly at 


the Count du Breuil's attempt, for it proved 
| | no 


Moſt of the company were of his opinion; 
but a Count du Breuil, who had once been 
a Vandidate for Madame de Valcerne's hand, 
averred it truck him, that Harcourt was iti 


* n e r 3 
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: NO more, to 5 lower him i in the efivent of 
miſtreſs and friends; therefore leaving t. 
truly diſconſolate Baronne to the care of His 
wife, he ordered his carriage, and ſet out 
once more for St. Pierre; the reſt of the 
company alſo took their leave with many 
expreſſions of regret, and the Count du Breuil 
declared he was convinced that he had been 
too haſty in the erroneous conjectures he 

had formed, and proteſted himſelf ready to 
ſet out for any part of Europe in ſearch of 
the happy Harcourt, whom he muſt envy, 
as the idea of poſſeſſing the heart of Madame 
de Valcerne would certainly ſupport him 
under any lufferings. | 


The moment the 1 reached St. 
Pierre, he enquired what ſhips had left the 
harbour that day or the day before; and the 


anly one likely to excite his ſuſpicions was 


an American brig, which had lain there a 
_ fortnight or more, having been driven in by 
ſtreſs of weather, and had failed with that 


| afternoon's tide, 
To 
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To think of purſuing a veſſel bound no 
one could tell whither, was a very hopeleſs 
project ; nevertheleſs, animated by the great 
rewards the. Marquis promiſed ſhould they. 
prove ſucceſsful, two Captains failed in pur» 
ſuit of the American, and returned, as might 
have been expected, without having even 
caught ſight of her. Therefore all the Mar- 
quis could do was to endeavour to inſpire 
the unfortunate Madame de Valcerne with 
> hopes, which he did not entertain himſelf, of 
again ſeeing her beloved Harcourt ; and to 

write an account of the extraordinary event 
to Principal Douglas and the Count de St. 
— FO Ya 


We will, therefore, now return to uu 
: much-lamented youth, who was addreſſed, 
as has been already mentioned, in the hall by 
an Engliſhman, whoſe firſt enten in his 
native . WaS— - - 


* - 
= 
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t Is your name 3 Sir?“ 


120 © mHARCOURT. 

He was anſwered in the affirmative. _ cro 

„ I Eon og ny. E nol 

« Pray, Sir,” the ſtrariger proceeded, 

* are you acquainted with a gentleman of 

the name of Creighton, ſecond ſon to Sir 

Alexander Creighton ?” FL ng 

« Perfectly, Sir,” warmly interrupted bel 
Harcourt, „what of him?“ : | | 

« He wiſhes to ſpeak with you, Sir, but 4 


can't ſtop a moment, or he would have juſt 
alighted.“ {po 
«& Lead the way, Sir,” fd the unte oY 

in 


picious Harcourt; * he muſt come in 
where is he ?— when did you arrive at St. 
Pierre?“ | 

« Only a few hours ago, Sir,” he 1 
ce we altered our courſe on purpoſe to afford 
him an opportunity of ſeeing you.“ 
„How kind!” faid Harcourt, without 
reflecting that Creighton did not know where 
he was, and that there was eyery reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that gentleman was in the Eaſt 


Indies ; Ty theſe ideas 'never ſtruck him as he 
: croſſed 


croſſed the court with his compamon, but 
not ſeeing Wy earringe, he aſked— 


„Where! is he, Sir?“ 

« Juſt at the corner of the wall, Sir,” 
was the reply; © he would not come within 
ſight of the houſe.” | 

As it was very cold, and Harcourt had 
Juſt left a warm room, he haſtened to the 
pot where he expected to find his friend ; 
a but, to his utter conſternation, he was 
| inſtantly ſurrounded by a party of armed 


men, whoſe firft words, upon his conduc- 

tor's calling out, © Jack's alive, were — 

1 * you make the leaſt noiſe, you are a 
dead man.“ | 

t 3 | 38 | 

i Such a ſalute, and at ſuch a moment, 

; might have appalled the moſt undaunted 

hero unarmed ; however, fearful their de- 

2 Inded victim ſhould make reſiſtance, and of 


the conſequences that mult naturally enſue, 
VOL, I. G 1 
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ſhould he be 1 from their power, they 
forced a gag into his mouth, tied his hands 
behind him, then dragged him along by the 
collar towards the coaſt, holding a piſtol on 
each ſide of his head, and ſwearing that they 
would ſend a brace of bullets. through his 
brains, if he did not haſten after their con- 
ductor as ſpeedily e as when he came towards 
them. | 


Thus threatened and ſurrounded, he bad 
no other choice left him but obedience ; and 
thus was he hurried along without being al- 
lowed time to breathe, till he reached the 
beach in a ſtate of mind he would have found 
it impoſſible to define. Had it beea in his 
power, he would have endeavoured to ex- 
poſtulate with his vile betrayer ; but he was 
- conſcious that he had not money enough 
about him to purchaſe his Jiberty, nor dared 
he hope that they would truſt to any pro- 
miſes of future rewards ;—had they merely 
meant to rob him, they would probably have 


done it immediately. 
However, 


at, 
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However, the moment they were within 


hailing, his conductor again called out, 


« Jack's alive,” to a boat that lay off at 
ſome diſtance, which was ſoon run on ſhore, 
and Harcourt was deſired to ſtep into it. 
Reſiſtance would now have proved as un- 
availing asabſurd, he therefore did not make 
them repeat their order, and was followed by 
his five companions, who puſhed the boat off 
the moment they were in. 


This ſtrange behaviour puzzled Harcourt 
exceſſively ; he had given up all thoughts of 


matrimony, and only tried to prepare him- 
{elf for a better world, as he now fully ex- 


pected they would, after robbing and * 


Ping him, throw him overboard. 


In this horrid uncertainty, as to their real 
intentions, he remained till they reached a 
veſſel that lay off ready to receive them, he 
was certain by the former watch-word, 
« Jack's alive,” being again repeated. 


' 02 - , Harcoutt 
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Harcourt could - juſtly have replied, | 


e George was hardly ſo;“ however he was 
now, without having his hands untied, 
dragged up the fide of the ſhip, and a total 


ſilence prevailed while the boat was -hawled 


in by the men, The officer who had de- 
coyed Harcourt into "Has power, then cailed 


. — 


« Now let us make the beſt of our way, 
my lads ; there is a delightful breeze.“ 


Harcourt now concluded that this was the 
Captain, tor the moment he ſpoke, he was 
obeyed, | 

e Come, Sir,” ſaid he to his priſoner, 
who was fill unable to anſwer him, “ walk 


below. Here, Sampſon, a light there— 
and take care this ſmart Macaroni don't 


break his neck. What, I ſuppoſe you are in 


a little better ſpirits now you find we are not 
going to ſend you to Davy Jones juſt yet.“ 


Harcourt 


CC 
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Harcourt made a fort of movement to 
thank him for his humanity, and deſcended 
into a ſmall cabin, the door of which was 
immediately cloſed after him, and he left! in 


total darkneſt. 


He found that they were under ſail, and 
endeavoured to compole his mind by reflect - 
ing that it was evidently not intended to 
make away with him, as he had at firſt ex- 
pected ; blamed himſelf very ſeverely for 
having ſo eaſily become their dupe, though 
it was now too late to repine ; ſome bitter 


enemies, envious. of his approaching happi- 
neſs, had certainly laid this ſnare for him; 
Madame de Valcerne's partiality in his fa- 


vour had met the dilapprobation of her 
friends, or ſome part of her late huſband's 
family, and they had taken this kind me- 
thod to ſeparate them, and puniſh him for 
his Preſumption. 


For three hours, which ſeemed as many 
centuries, did he remain in this uncomfort- 
21 | able- 
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able ſituation, his hands ſtill tied, ind his 
mouth ſtill gagged ; while the greateſt mer- 


riment ſeemed to prevail among the ſhip's 


crew, who were rejoicing, as he juſtly con- 
cluded, over their recent ſucceſs. 


At laft Sampſon, whoſe ſtrong maſculine 
_ countenance, pitted with the ſmall-pox, 


wide mouth, and large eye-brows, indicated 


the ferocity of his diſpoſition, opened his 
door, now three parts drunk, and ſtood with 


his candle in one hand, and the door in the 
bother, contemplating Harcourt's figure for 


ſeveral ſeconds before he broke out with— 


J han't ſeen a powdered monkey before 
for this long time l How are you, Jackoo ?” 


Io have given way to anger, Harcourt 
was well aware would only have increaſed this 


fellow s unfeeling triumph; he was alſo per- 


fectly ſenſible that he was totally at his and 
the Captain's mercy; and hoping that it 
would, ſome time or other, perhaps, be in 


his 


— 
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his power to reward him accorditig to his de- 
ſerts, he determined at leaſt to endeavour to 
excite his compaſſion by his looks. 


« Oh! Oh!” he went on, © what quite 


tame !— Well it is a good boy what would 
he give, I wonder, to be able to chatter ?— 
Cord, blaſt your eyes, don't bite my fin- 


gers,” pulling the gag out of his mouth 


while he ſpoke. 

J am very much obliged to you, friend,” 
ſaid Harcourt, © and will freely give you all 
the money and valuables I havg about me, 
and as much more if. | 


None of your jaw, my lad,” vociftmied | 


Sampſon, turning upon his heel. 
Hold, Captain,” cried Harcourt, know- 


ing he was not addreſſing the Commander 
of the veſſel, but wiſhing to flatter the fel- 


low's vanity, „a few words more!“ 


Sampſon faced about, faying— | 


/ 


„% What do you want with the Captaii * 
; 4 Won't 
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Won't you be ſo kind as to untie my 


hands? they are very uncomfortable. 
« D—mn my eyes, I forgot that—come 
turn round, promiſe to behave well though.“ 
Lou ſhall have no reaſon to complain 
of me, my friend.” 


«© Oh! you are in the humour to promiſe 


3, 


any thing now, rejoined Sampſon, having 
fet bis hands at liberty. 


« Believe me, I won't enter into any en- 
gagement I have not the power, as well 
as intention to perform. Firſt let me 
thank von for this comfortable releaſe, 
Captain; then permit me to aſk you one 
more favour,” 


*] am not the maſter of this here ſhip, 
d'ye ſee, though I am your's for the preſent 


—ſo, as 1 ſaid before, no more of your 


jaw.“ 
« Well, whoever you are, you have treat- 
ed me very kindly ; and I promiſe you, if, 
through your intereſt, I am permitted to 
land again upon the iſland I have quitted, 
1 will make it much mote worth the while 


of 


TY 
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of every man on board, than to carry me a 
priſoner to any part of the globe !—Will 
ten thouſand pounds fatisfy you, and a ſo- 
lemn aſſurance that you ſhall never be called 
to an account for what you have done? 
« Have you got the money about you ?” 
] have not; but I can raiſe three times 


that ſum in leſs than an hour, if you will 


land me in the ſaine place again.” 
«© What a d — d ſhallow-brained fellow 
thou art!“ quoth Sampſon; * do you ſup- 


poſe, if you had the money about you, that 


we ſhould wait for your leave to take it; or 


that we ſhould truſt you to go in ſearch of 


ſuch a ſum ?—No, no, my lad, it won't do 
o no more of your flummery l Do you 


chuſe to have any thing to eat?“ 


No, I thank you,” replied Harcourt, 
convinced that it was in vain to hope for 
liberty even from their avarice, I am not 
hungry to-night.” F 

« Well then, go to bed as ſoon as you 


| chuſe, and ſleep till your ſtomach cones to 


vou, as I mean to do,“ clapping to the door, 


. „ ern neg - 
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which he double locked and barred without 
| * , 


Harcourt, once more left to as own 
reflections, endeavoured to guels to whom 
he was indebted for his preſent voyage.— 


To hear he was no more, would certainly 


gratify Sampſon's, and his Captain's baſe 
employers ; he was therefore determined to 
bear his ſevere diſappointment like a man, 
and not fink under the firſt trial of his for- 
titude ;—his religious, as well as moral prin- 


ciples had been inſtilled into his youthful 


mind by Principal Douglas, who ever acted 
up to what he preached, -and had formed a 
very high, as well as juſt idea of his pupil's 
diſpoſition. He now recommended himſelf 
to the protection of his Heavenly. Father, 

and felt infinite conſolation in the reflection 

that his mercy was infinite and unbounded, 
and that even the dreadful.reyerſe of fortune 

he had experienced, might ultimately prove 
an advantage to him. 
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Having thus fortified his mind, he deter- 
mined to wait the event of his impriſonment 
with patience and reſignation: ſtill he found 
it impoſſible to ſleep. However, before he 


had riſen from his miſerable couch, Sampſon 
again appeared with a ſailor's jacket and 


trowſers, which he deſired him to put on, 


that his beſt might be ſaved for Sundays; 


which he choſe to take into his poſſeſſion, 
with all his money, watch, buckles, and: 
every other article of any value that he had 
about him. To reſiſt would have been of 
little avail ; and when he attempted to re- 
peat his overnight's promiſe, he was filenced 
with a threat to throw him overboard if he 
did not hold his curſed jay; he therefore 
quietly reſigned himſelf to his fate. 


Sampſon was far more brutal ſober, than 
when in liquor; he now brought him ſome- 


thing to eat and drink, telling him that h 


he need not to die of hunger except he 
choſe. 


6 6 | Thus 
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T 10 confined, and treated with the moſt 


unfeeling barbarity, did he linger away 
eighteen months; his life became a burthen 
to him—ſtill he took every means in his 
power, from motives of religion, to prolong 


a his exiſtence. 


Whenever they went into any port, he 


was Chained under the hatches; and at laſt, 


when he leaſt expected it, landed-in the 


middle of the night near Smyrna, in the 


fame rags that had been given him, bare- 
footed and bare-headed, and without one 


farthing in his pocket. It may therefore be 


ſuppoſed with what gratitude he accepted 
tae Britiſh Conſul's offers; how truly happy 
he found himſelf, notwithſtanding his re- 


duced circumſtances, as he journied on foot 


through the delightful plains of Lombardy, 
and leſs fertile, but more romantic, Swils 


mountains, among which he fo unexpected!y 
met with ſo excellent a friend. 
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his 


enemies to juſtice; as he was now convinced. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


11 ITH rather more brevity in ſome parts, | 


and more in detail in others, Harcourt re- 


lated what we have been recapitu'ating to 


our readers, to the worthy Elton, who never 


experienced ſo many different ſenſations 


during ſo ſhort a period. He ſympathized 


in all his young friend's trouble*, and parti- 


cipated in all his happineſs ; vowed ven- 


geance upon the Mackenzies, called down 


bleſſings upon the heads of his dear boy's 


benefactors, whom he longed to be acquaint- 
ed with, and proteſted that he would wil- 
lingly ſpend half his fortune in bringing his. 
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this child of his adoption muſt poſſeſs u un- 


common merit to make himſelf ſuch friends 
with the diſadvantages he laboured under. 


Harcourt had requeſted his advice reſpect- 
ing the beſt method of informing Madame 
de Valcerne, and the Fiervals that he was | 
at laſt delivered from the clutches of the 


fiends who had torn him away from what 
he held moſt dear in the world ; and. he 
obſerved, that it was too obvious Madame 
de Valcerne's predilection in his favour, had, 
raiſed him ſome very powerful enemies in 
 Martinico therefore, ſetting aſide the late 
Revolution, he ſhould think it madneſs for 
him to return thither, at leaſt till he had 


learned whether his friends had diſcovered. 


the author of his ſufferings—a circumſtance 
which would alone, in his opinion, enable 
him to do it with ſafety; for whoever had 
him decoyed on board the vile American 
pirate's ſhip, would certainly deviſe - ſome 
freſh ſcheme, either to confine him for life, 


or Perhaps murder him at once, ſhould he 
afford 
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afford them an opportunity by a precipitate 


return to Martinico. He therefore recom- 


mended his writing the exact dictates of his 
heart, and an account of what had befallen 
him ſince their ſeparation, to the amiable 
Madame de Valcerne, and his kind friends 
the Governor and his Lady. He (Mr. Elton) 
would incloſe his packet under cover to an 
American merchant, ſettled at Nantes, in 


Brittany, with whom he was ſufficiently ac- 


quainted to take ſuch a liberty, and requeſt 


that he would forward them to Martinico 


by the firſt veſſel which failed for that iſland: 
this was the moſt expeditious method that 


he could deviſe for relieving the anxiety ſuch 
friends muſt doubtleſs feel for his fate. 


Harcourt was perfectly of his opinion, and 
would have devoted the night to his pen if 
Mr. Elton had not requeſted him to poſt- 
pone writing till the morning; he mult be, 
nay he looked very much fatigued, and he 
ſhould, in the name of all his friends, inſiſt 
upon his dedicating the night to repoſe. 

They 
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They would ſpend the following day at 
Moudon, and he would take care that he 
ſhould meet with no interruptions till he had 
| finiſhed his letters; and hoped he would 
remember that he now had it in is power to 
- convince Madame de Valcerne of the diſin- 
tereſtedneſs of his love, ſhould che have ſuf- 


fered in any reſpect through the late Revo- 


lution. 


\ 


Such an idea afforded Harcourt the moſt 
heartfelt pleaſure, though he was rather 
humbled to reflect that he had in a manner 
conſented to become a dependant even upon 
this excellent man's bounty ;—for, like his 
father, he certainly poſſeſſed a very proud 
heart; nor would he have married the richeſt 
woman in Chriſtendom, except he had been 
convinced that he owed her hand to her re- 
gard, not to her compaſſion. 


7 


Having promiſed not to rob Morpheus of 


his due, and agreed that a good bed was a 


luxury to which he had long been a ſtranger, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Elton inſi ſted upon his retiring | imme- 
diately after ſupper, aſſured that his health 


muſt have ſuffered very materially from the 


abominable treatment he had met with during 
his late voyage, and the anxiety of mind he 
muſt have laboured under at the ſame 
time. 


This excellent man felt he had now got an 
heir, whom he ſhould be proud of intro- 
ducing as ſuch to his numerous acquaint- 
ance, who all knew that it had ever been 


| his determination to leave the bulk of his 
fortune to his wife's, and conſequently, as he 


ever ſaid, his own grandſon ; and by this 
appellation he mentioned the young ſtranger 


to his valet while undreſſing, and defired | 


him to inform his fellow-ſervants that it was 
his wiſh they ſhould all treat him with the 
utmoſt reſpe& ; and hinting that he did not 
wiſh it to be known they had met ſo oddly, 
and, on both ſides, 16 very unexpectedly. 
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Mr. Elton was very much beloved by his 


houſehold ; his will was of courſe law among 


them, and as they knew their maſter was 
particularly anxious to diſcover a young 
relation he had abroad, they were very Happy 
he had been ſo fortunate. 


The following ay Harcourt ſpent in 
writing to his friends in the Weſt Indies. 
He had ſome notion of alſo addrefling the 
_ worthy Principal Douglas; but as Mr. Elton 
| Propoſed taking Paris in their road to Eng- 
land, and he thought it very poſſible that 
the good old man might have left France, 
convinced the preſent meaſures could not 
meet his approbation, he gave up the idea, 
and was infinitely flattered by the pains his 
kind friend took to expedite his packet, 
which was ſent off expreſs that very even- 
ing, with. abſolute orders to the American 
gentleman to forward it immediately at any 


expence. 
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cately obſerved the caution he had given his 


| wiſhed to avoid. 
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After ſupper, the generous Elton deli- 


ſervants * their meeting; ; adding 


« As I can ak my dear George, like | 


myſelf, you are averſe to exciting idle cu- = 
noſity, and as it is a meaſure I ſhall entreat 9 


you will ſanction by an Act of Parliament 
at my death, will you oblige me ſo far as to i 
adopt my name? CE 3 

Harcourt felt the benevolent motive from 
which this wiſh originated, as he was con Þ} 
ſcious his own name, particularly among his 4 
countrymen, might lead to enquiries con- 
cerning his family, the thing of 4 others he 


His father's death was by no means diſho- 
nourable, but his grandfather's attachment 
to a cauſe that had of late years been ſo 
much reprobated,. was certainly not calcu- 
lated to caſt any luſtre upon the name his 
unfortunate father had been ſo proud of in- 

heriting; 
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heriting; he therefore readily agreed to ex- 
change it for that of Elton, to the infinite 
ſatisfaction of the good old gentleman, who 
inſtcad of taking the tour he had firſt in- 
tended, now choſe to proceed immediately to 
Geneva, where he thought his grandſon could 
provide kimtelf with clothes and other arti- 
cles, infinitely more to his latisfaction than 
at Layianns or Vevay. 


They therefore only flept one night at tlic 
former, and reached Geneya early the ſecond 
day, took poſſeſſion of an elegant commo- 
dious houſe without the gates of that popu- 
| lous city, provided for their reception by 
Mr. Elton's banker, who had been apprized 
of their intention of ſpending ſome time in 
the territories of this [mall, but Pleaſant 
. | 


So many of the leading men in Genen 
had made their fortunes in England, or in 
the Eaſt India Company's ſervice, that Mr. 
Elton found himſelf almoſt at home, as be 
; had 
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had been in habits of intimacy with many of 


the former during their reſidence in London, 


and renewed the acquaintance with plea- 
ſure. a | | ; | ; | 


There were very few Engliſh either in the 


city or its environe, as the young gentlemen 
of that nation, upon their travels, preferred 


Lauſanne for a reſidence ; but even Lauſanne 


was now deſerted for Evian, a ſmall water- 
drinking place in Savoy, within twenty miles 
of the former city, and exactly oppoſite to 
the latter, from which it was ſeparated by 
the celebrated lake ſo many authors have 
deſcribed with an enthuſiaſm bordering upon 
hyperbole. 


The moment Elton was ſettled, he only 
thought of providing his grandſon with every 


es cetera he ſtood in need of; and as he found 


Harcourt's on orders were very-limitted, 
and confined merely to neceſſaries, he pro- 
teſted that he would take the arrangement 
upon himſelf: in conſequence of which 

reſolution 
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reſolution the young man was ſoon provided 
with every requiſite for the equipment of a 
| nobleman of the firſt rank; - hat could not 


be procured to Elton's mind at Geneva, was 


ſent for from Lyons; he was at the fountain 
head for watches, buckles, and ſuch orna- 
mental appendages | to the dreſs of both 


ſexes. 


While he was thus completing what to 
him was the moſt agreeable taſk he had ever 
undertaken, as the regard he felt for his 
grandſon increaſed daily, nay hourly, he 
heard of a- pair of ſaddle-horſes to be di- 


| poſed of. 


Gentle exerciſe would certainly be of in- 
| finite benefit to this child of his affection, 
who had not yet -recovered his wonted co- 
lour, ſtill leſs his former ſtrength; he there- 
fore immediately waited upon the gentleman 
entruſted to diſpoſe of the horſes, which had 
been left for that purpoſe by a Britiſh Noble- 


man, who had been unfortunate at Faro; 
and 
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and the ſum they ſold for was to be applied 
in part towards the payment of that, and 
numerous other debts he had left behind 
him. 5 | 


Having heard this ſtatement of facts, ayd 
learned three hundred pounds would anſwer 
every demand upon the young gentleman, 
Elton eagerly enquired — 


. 
\ 


« And would no countryman ſtep forward. 
to ſave his Lordſhip” s honour ?—But rn 
what is the price of the horſes?ꝰ 

« Sixty guineas, Sir,“ Was the reply; 
« and his Lordſhip's creditors muſt truſt to 
his honour for the reſt ; though 1 have not a 
doubt but they will. get their money ſome 
time or other.” 

« It appears to me,” rejoined Elton, 
* that the honour of my country, and of 
every Engliſhman, is concerned in this af- 
fair ; therefore I ſhall take the horſes, and 
in return put it in your power to diſcharge 
all his Lordſhip's debts ;—tell his n, 

the 


HARCOURT. 


the propoſal was unſolicited, and inform his 
| Lordſhip that his countryman merely choſe 
to follow the golden rule, without aiming at 
any further acquaintance, much leſs thanks 
from him, for ſo ſimple an action. I muſt 
therefore entreat that you would not even 
mention .my name when vou write to his 


Lordſhip.” 


* 


The gentleman to whom this ſpeech was 


addreſſed, could hardly believe Elton in 60 
earneſt, till he gave him a draft for the real 
money, and deſired him. to ſend the horſes that 
to his ſtables ;—he then ventured to expreſs wiſh 


aſtoniſhment at his liberality ; but finding IM Mac 
Elton was particularly averſe to liſtening to 
his own praiſes, he contented himſelf with 
promiſing to conform | in every eden to his 
| wiſhes. 


When Elton returned home, he careleſily 
told Harcourt he had bought him a pair 
of ſaddle-horſes, out of coinpaſhon to tbe 
Poor animals, which were Engliſh, and conſe- 
„ quent) 
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cuently wanted an Engliſh maſter ; for nei- 
ther the Genevais, Swiſs, or French, took half 
the care of their horſes the Britiſh did. | 


As be always found ſome excuſe for load- 


ing him with preſents, Harcourt aſſured him 


with a ſmile, much as he gave him credit for 


his benevolence,. he was not the dupe of his 


compaſſion in the preſent inſtance. 


« Why then place my purchaſe to its 
real account,” replied Elton; „my wiſh 
that you ſhould take more exerciſe. I only 
with I could convince you, as your amiable 


Madame de Valcerne once ſaid, money was 


never of ſo much value in my eyes, as ſtnce 


it has enabled me to place you in the ſitua- 


tion your birth entitled you to ;—and re- 
member, once for all, whatever you may 
think, I know that I am only doing my 
duty.” | | 


Before George could make any reply, a 
ſervant informed them the horſes were come. 
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146 HARCOURT. 
A groom, who had attended his Lordſhip 
to Switzerland, and had had the care of his 


ſtud ſince his departure, for very ſubſtantial 
reaſons, viz. that his wages were to be paid 


when the beaſts were diſpoſed of, brought 


them to Mr. Elton, and proffered his ſer- 


vice to attend upon that gentleman, in the 


ſame capacity he had been employed by my 
Lord; adding— 


And indeed, Sir, it will be doing an 
act of charity to take me into your family; 
for the trifle of wages I had to receive won't 
carry me to England; and my Lord left no 
orders for Monſ. Chevalier to pay for my 

journey, nor even my board fince he has 


been gone; but he promiſed to give me a 


character, if ſo be you would be ſo good as 
to take me? 


Elton locked at his grandſon as if for his 


approbation; and the expreſſion of compal- 


ſion upon Harcourt's countenance, con- 
vinced him that he ſhould gratify both their 


feelings 


feelings by engaging the unfortunate lad, 


whoſe maſter had left him to ſtarve in a fo- 
reign country, or beg his way home. 


Sam was therefore added to Mr. Elton's | 
ſuite without any farther enquiries into his 


character; and the lad felt highly pleaſed 
with the exchange he had made, and threw 


by his ſhewy faſhionable livery without re- 


oret, to aſſume the modeſt garb that diſtin- 


cuiſhed Elton's ancient domeſtics. 


Monſ. Chevalier, ſtruck by the novelty of * 


the thing, much more than by the generoſity, 
told all his Lordſhip's creditors to whom 
they were indebted for the prompt payment 


of their debts, and many of them felt the 
obligation. ; 


The following day, Elton and his grand- 
ſon dined, by invitation, at a gentleman's, 
who had long been in a lucrative way of bu- 
ſineſs in London, and was lately returned to 
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143 HARCOURT. 
ſpend the fruits of his induſtry in his native 
country. IE | 


Elton's generoſity, or, as ſome of the 
company called it, folly, had been ſeriouſly 
diſcuſſed before his arrival; and when he 
entered, he was aſſailed by compliments from 


all ſides, to his infinite mortification ; and, 


by way of putting a concluſion to nonſenſe, as 
he termed it, merely calculated to lower the 
company in his opinion, he ſaid, that he was 


forry to find, what he had ſuppoſed any other 


gentleman preſent would have done in his 
place, ſeemed to excite ſuch extraordinary 
wonder. This tacit reproach filenced the 
party, while Harcourt felt his eſteem for his 
patron increaſe, as ſuch an action was fo 
congenial to his own diſpoſition. 


The maſter of the houſe ſwore (and what 
was more extraordinary, ſpoke truth) had 
he known the occaſion of Lord 8 
precipitate retreat from Geneva, he would 


have ſtepped forward to his aſſiſtance 
. 


« He was an Engliſhman—that was a 


fufficient paſſport to your favour, Villaret,“ 
faid one of the "—_— in a reproachful 
tone. 

« I made my fortune in England,” warmly 
rejoined Villaret; “and 1 think every Eng- 
liſhman in diſtreſs has a right to n what 
was earned among his countrymen.“ 

« Bravo! friend Villaret,” ſaid a Cale- 
donian, who, from motives of economy, had 
fixed his abode near Geneva; *© but had I 
been as able as that gentleman,” bowing to 
Elton, „to give way to the propenſity I 


ever feel to aſſiſt my countrymen, I would 


have ſent ' the horſes after his Lordſhip ; 


which would have almoſt enſured the repay- 


ment of what I had advanced, or, at all 
events, have laid that Nobleman under a 
very great obligation that he could not have 
failed to have acknowledged in ſome way or 
other.” 

« That might have been acting Wy oF 
ly, Sir,” ſaid Elton, but I neither wiſh 
to humiliate, nor to pay my court to his 

H 3 Lordſhip; 
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Lordſhip ;—what I did was the reſult of the 


warm regard I ſhall ever feel for the honour 
of my country; and I was far from wiſhing, 
or expecting, that the actions of an obſcure 
individual like myſelf would either become a 
theme of cenſure or applauſe.” 


'The converſation then took a different 


turn, and the day paſſed very agreeably. 


A Swils, whoſe honeſty, like that of his 


countrymen in general, was almoſt prover- 
| bial, had been engaged by Elton's banker as 
his grandſon's valet ; and if he had not per- 
ceived that Harcourt was really averſe to 
the meaſure, he would have increaſed his 
ſuite {till more upon his account; for his 
chief, nay only, ſtudy was how moſt to 
contribute to his comfort and pleaſure. 


Yet Harcourt was far from ns; and 
could not help fancying that he was ſhining 
in borrowed plumes—aa idea his unfortunate 
"_ could not brook, though he had a 


much 
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much greater claim upon the worthy Elton- 8 
generoſity. than his ſon. 


Theſe reflections were not calculated to 


raiſe his ſpirits; and he found that he poſ- 


ſeſſed more of his father's pride than he was 
aware of. Yet, ſituated as he was, how 


could he have rejected the offers of his be- 


nefactorꝰ to whoſe kind ſolicitude he was 
indebted for the aſſiſtance and countenance 
he had met with from the Conſul at Smyrna. 
And was not his father's, as well as his own, 


a very miſtaken notion of independence ?— 


This was a point he could not folve to his 
ſatisfaction. 


Madame de Valcerné's anſwer would, in 


a great meaſure, decide his future fate; to 


reſtore her to affluence, ſuppoſe ſhe had been 


a ſufferer through the new order of things, 
would alone reconcile him to the idea of 


ſharing the profits of the worthy Elton's in- 
duſtry and talents, 


H 4 | Indeed 
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Indeed his anxiety to hear from Martinico 

increaſed every day, though he knew that he 
ſtood no chance of receiving any anſwers to 
his late letters for three, nay perhaps four 
months, and they were to be directed to 
Mr. Elton's houſe in London. IS 


" St times he dreaded, that whoever had 
conſpired againſt his happineſs, had alſo con- 
trived to make his departure from Martinico 


appear the reſult of his choice, not neceſſity; 


in that caſe how juſtly muſt Madame de 
Valcerné and the Fiervals, who were the 

ſoul of honour, deſpiſe him !—His letters 
might exculpate him, perhaps ; but ſome 


more ſucceſsful rival might have ſupplanted 


him in Madame de Valcerne's affection. 


No evils are greater than imaginary ones, 
Mr. Elton ſometimes hinted, when Harcourt 
placed his want of ſpirits to the laſt men- 
tioned cauſe ; and perceiving his health, al- 
ready, as he had before ſuſpected, injured 


by the ill- treatment he had met with during 


his 
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his forced cruize, ſeemed to'decline as ra- 
pidly as his ſpirits ſince their arrival at 


Geneva, where they had now ſpent ſix weeks, 
he propoſed, by way of changing the ſcene, 


to paſs a ſhort time at Evian. 


| Harcourt, to whom all parts of the globe 
were equal, was yet pleaſed with the pro- 
poſal, and endeavoured to ſhake off that 
liſtleſs apathy to which he was become a 
prey; as he often reproached himſelf for not 
endeavouring at leaſt to appear cheerful, in 


return for the favours Elton was conferring 


upon him 

The Swiſs valet was ſent forward to pro- 
cure them proper accommodations, and next 
morning, they followed him to Evian, which 
had little to boaſt of except its ſalubrious 
ſpring ; as, like moſt towns in Savoy, it was 
badly built, very dirty, and, ſetting aſide 
fituation, very unpleaſant, The environs 
are truly romantic, and the lake affords a 
continual ſource. of amuſement, as well as 
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beautiful proſpects to the faſhionable and 
unfaſhionable lounger, with which, like all 
other water-drinking places in every part of 
the world, * abounds, | 


In the morning, before breakfaſt, the 
company aſſemble at the Spring, within a 
mile of the town, where they ſpend an hour 
or more; the forenoon is dedicated to air- 
| ings on foot, on horſeback, or in carriages, 
according to the inclinations, or more pro- 
perly finances of the various parties, who 
uſually dine together at different boarding- 
houſes, except a few of the greater or rich 
Engliſh, who chuſe to take their meals at 
their own lodgings. The afternoons are de- 
dicated to parties upon the lake, or its en- 
virons ; and the evenings ſpent at the Rooms, 
where the elderly folks amuſe themſelves at 


Faro, and the younger part of the Opry | 


with dancing. 


Elton highly approved of the ſociabi- 
| lify. of ſome of their arrangements; and 
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the variety'of people of various nations Who 
reſorted to Evian, made it far preferable to 
any Engliſh bathing or water- drinking place; 
but as he was not at a time of life to enter 
into the ſpirit of the company, he choſe to 
breakfaſt, dine, and ſup at his own apart- 


ments, though he particularly wiſhed George 


would have joined Tome of the dinner parties, 
as there were many Genevian families among 
the multitude he had been introduced to at 
Mr. Villaret's ; but Harcourt, independent 
of the little deſire he felt to mix in any gay 
parties, thought it would. be a very ill re- 
quite to his kind patron, to leave him to 
dine or ſup by himſelf; he therefore aſſured 
him that he ſhould enjoy his ſociety much 
more than mingling among the various 


motley groups aſſembled in ſearch of amuſe- 


ment in, what might be called, {0.remdote a 
part of Europe. | 


Elton felt his motive, and thought if he 


could but remove the habitual dejection | 


which preyed. upon his favouri ite's ſpirits, 
H. 6 and. 
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and clouded one of the moſt intelligent, 
animated countenances that he had ever be- 


held, he ſhould be completely happy. 


For no one could be, nor was, more po- 
litely attentive than his new-found grandſon: 
his wiſh to oblige was wholly untinctured 


with ſervility, and as far from being the off- 
ſpring of ſelf-intereſt ; a too proud, it might 


almoſt be termed, a haughty ſpirit was his 
only failing, and, but for his ſuperior un- 


derſtanding, might have degenerated into 
| arrogance, I 
1 


Till he found himſelf a dependant upon 
Elton's bounty, he had not heen aware he 


ſo much reſembled his father in point of 


diſpoſition :—As the Marquis de Fieryal's 
ſecretary, he was independent and a gentle 
man ; as Madame de Valcerne's choſen 


lover, he was the happieſt of mortals ; as he 


huſband, he would have been the firſt man 


| in the iſland. 


Such 
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Such were his reflections upon the paſt ; 


the future was hid in obſcurity, and the 


preſent he did not enjoy ;—for Harcourt was 
not a phoenix, though he poſſeſſed innu- 


merable virtues ; and was deſervedly be- 


loved, eſteemed, nay reſpected by his mu- 
nificent patron. 
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CHAP, IX. 


Elton and his grandſon went to the Rooms. 
They had received the compliments of their 


day, and learned from them that there were 


Lady Juliana Valtravers ſhone pre- eminent. 


and ward :—imprimis, ſhe was a beauty; ſe- 


condly, in her own opinion, a wit; and, 
laſtly, 


Taz ſecond. evening after their arrival, 


Genevian friends during the courſe of the 


a vaſt many Engliſh at Evian, among whom 
the Earl and Counteſs of Monteith, and 


The two former were of that non-deſcript 
order of beings who would have paſſed through 
the world unnoticed, if they had not been 
diſtinguiſhed by a title. Not ſo their niece 


laf 
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laſtly, though not her leaſt merit in many 
people's eyes, ſhe was an heireſs, 


Her father and mother had both paid the 


debt of nature before ſhe had attained her 
twelfth year, ſince which period ſhe had 


been under the care of her maternal aunt, 


Lady Monteith ; whoſe huſband and the 


Duke of Durham, one of the moſt ancient 
as well as reſpectable Peers Great Britain 
could boaſt, were her guardians, | 


Before ſhe loſt her parents, they had agreed 
to beſtow her upon Lord Viſcount Dun- 


raven, only ſon to the Earl of Monteith; 


and ſhe had been aſſured the laſt wiſh her 


mother breathed, who had ſurvived her fa- 


ther near two years, was that ſhe would, 


at a proper age, fulfil this prudential fa- 


% 


mily engagement. 
5 = LY 


The Viſcount was now completing the 


grand tour, and was to give his father and 
N mother, 
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mother, and fair bride ele&, the meeting 
at Geneva the firſt week in September. 


Hitherto Lady Juliana had not expreſſed 


a wiſh to diſpute the will of her deceaſed - 


parents; indeed, as ſhe had ever been taught 


to believe Lord Dunraven would be ſo en- 


_ chanted with his ſuperior good fortune as to 


: . „ 2p . ö a 
commit the reins of government to her 


hands, ſhe foreſaw that ſhe ſhould be very 


happy in the wedded ſtate, and looked for- 
ward to a change of name, as to an emanci- | 


pation from all controul. 


She had been preſented at St. James's, 
and would moſt probably, the Earl feared, 


have been ſurrounded by admirers, had he 


allowed her much time to diſplay her graces 
in the faſhionable world; he therefore, with 
the concurrence of his brother guardian, 
who ſmiled at his prudent foreſight, pro- 
poſed to his fair ward ſpending the ſummer 
in Switzerland, by way of ſhewing her a 

| little af the world before ſhe married. . She 
| readily 
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readily conſented ; they therefore embarked 
for Oſtend early in the Spring, croſſed the 


Netherlands into Germany, and from that 
empire into Switzerland, which they entered 
at Baſle, and had croſſed the lake from 
Vevay to Evian, two days before the Mr. 
Eltons arrived there. 


All the Engliſh, who were chiefly young 
men upon their travels, paid the moſt aſſi- 
duous court ta this diſtinguiſhed party 
whenever they appeared in public; and her 


Ladyſhip was ſurrounded by a croud of ad- 
mirers of different nations. 


When Gd and Mr. Elton entered the 


Rooms, the manly. figure, handſome coun- 


tenance, and elegant appearance of the former. 


prepoſſeſſed every one preſent in his favour ; 
and ſeveral ladies whiſpered his praiſes loud 
enough for him to benefit by their remarks. 


« Do let me look at this Adonis,“ ex- 


claimed Lady Juliana, puſhing a young 
| Baronet 
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Baronet on one ſide for that purpoſe. . 
was a very fine fellow, ſhe thought, and very 
much the gentleman; however, without 
making theſe remarks, ſhe enquired, «© Who 
is he?“ 

« The grandſon of his companion,” ſaid 
a young Britiſh Officer, who was come to 
Evian in hopes of picking up money enough 
at Faro to enable him to leave Lauſanne, 
where he had for ſome time reſided; but 


who had ſeen the Mr. Eltons at Mr, Villa- 


ret's, during a ſhort trip he had lately taken 
to Geneva, 

« But what is his name d“ rejoined her 
Ladyſhip; ; * or what is more to the pur- 
' pole, is he a man of conſequence ??? ? 

+ Undoubtedly, my Lady, if riches can 
make a man ſo—but he ſprings from a very 
ſweet ſource, dates, figs, &c.; for his 
granddad is, or was, I poſitively ges which, 
an eminent Turkey merchant.” 

Oh barbarous !“ retorted her Ladyſhip, 
vexed with herſelf to think ſhe had taken a 
citizen, a low trader, for a man of faſhion. 

„„What 


« W 


far f 


ſtran 


feel! 
rema 
velle. 
nove 


they 


cc 


clay, 
« fo1 
Gene 


| and ! 


very 
66 wh 
but 3 
a ma 
75» , 
Capt 
man 

Ti 
folks 


w_ 


it 
0 


„Bacon. 163 


« What can have brought the good folks ſo 


far from the ſound of Bow-bell ?=How 


ſtrangely out of their element they muſt. 


feel !—TI ſhould like to hear ſome of their 


remarks upon the countries they have tra- 


velled through; I am ſure they would have 
novelty at leaſt to recommend them.—Can 
they ſpeak French, I wonder?“ | 


ce It ſhould ſeem ſo,” ſaid Sir James Bar- 
clay, the young Baronet already mentioned; 
for the young man is addreſſing ſome 
Genevais, who I know can't ſpeak Engliſh; 


and let him be a citizen, or a Peer, he is a 


very handſome fellow.“ 

0 Handſome “ retorted. the Officer, 
« why L have ſeen a handſome Iriſh porter 
but you may eaſily diſtinguiſh that he is not 
a man of faſhion,” 

And would not you relinquiſh that tle, 
Captain,” ſaid a young * ec for that of a 

man of fortune * | 
The Captain bowed. Lords are privileged 
folks all the world over; and the Officer re- 
treated 
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treated to pay his reſpects to the very man 
he had been endeavouring to lower in her 
Ladyſhip's opinion; who, notwithſtanding 
the ſovereign contempt ſhe entertained for 
traders of all denominations, thought the 
young merchant by far the moſt elegant 
man 1n the room. 


Her reverie was broken in upon by the 
Baronet's claiming her promiſed hand, and 
leading her to the upper end of the room. 


« Would, or rather could, the citizen 
dance?” ſhe wondered. 


As Sir James and ſhe were advancing to 
their places, ſhe found that he was going to 
make the attempt in the cotillion below her's; 
he ſeemed, ſhe thought, to have a proper 
ſenſe of his inferiority, 


Sir James had but juſt emerged from Col- 
lege, and was by no means a proficient in the 


elegant (cience of dancing; he could make 
ſhift 


ſhift t 
but d 
fectioi 
cotilli 
perfec 
_ 
every 
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1 


ſhift to blunder along in a country- dance, 


but diſplayed his native awkwardnels in per- 


fection when he attempted to figure in a 
cotillion; however, as practice makes us 


perfect, he choſe to exhibit his improvement 


upon every occaſion, at the riſk of putting 


every one elſe out. 


Never to be ſure was any thing ſo tor- 
menting to her Ladyſhip, who ſeriouſly 
longed to box his ears, while he was throw- 


ing his arms and legs about in every direc-' 
| tion, to the great annoyance of his neigh- 
bours, and amuſement of the lookers on, 


who were beſtowing the greateſt enco- 
miums upon the elegant Engliſhman in the 
next ſet, and declared him to be the beſt 
dancer in the room. 


Her Ladyſhip was therefore not ſorry 
when ſhe returned to her ſeat, and imme- 
diately ſignified her determination not to 
dance any more; and ſoon after retired, 
e with herſelf, and with the fineſt gen- 
tleman 
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tleman in the room for his vulgar extrac- 

tion, and enraged with her late partner, who 
muſt have made her appear to very great 
diſadvantage in the eyes of a man who had 
| fludied the graces too ſucceſsfully himſelf 
not to notice the deficiencies of others. 


She ſpent a ſleepleſs night, and declined 
going to the Spring in the morning; her ab- 
ſence of courſe brought all her countrymen, 
Elton and his grandfon excepted, to exprels 
the diſappointment they had met with, and 
their hopes that it was not occaſioned by in- 
diſpoſition. 1 


Theſe gentlemen had at firſt amuſed her 
Ladyſhip, and their attention gratified her 
vanity ; but, for the firſt time in her life, 
ſhe was diſpleaſed with their compliments, 
and vented her ſpleen by turning them into 
ridicule : ſhe rallied the Baronet moſt unmer- 
cifully upon his dancing, and requeſted, as 
the higheſt compliment he could pay her, 
that he would never make her a party con- 
cerned 
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cerned in the affair when he again choſe to 
expoſe himſelf. 

« Why poſitively, my Lady,” ſaid Cap- 
tain Needham, the zeedy Officer, * the 


young trader has cut us all out; if I did not 


know him to be a favourite of Plutus, I 


ſhould have ſuppoſed dancing was his pro- 


feſſion.“ 


575 Does not your Ladyſhip admire,” faid 


the young Peer, the Earl of Valmont, 


« Needham's modeſty ?— Young Elton is a 
gentleman; his education and fortune place 


bim upon an equality with every man of 


lenle of any rank.” 

« Your Lordſhip grows eloquent in his 
cauſe,” replied her Ladyſhip, with aſſumed 
n let us hear your opinion, Sir 
James?“ 

That he can cut capers with any body, 
my Lady; but-what is (till more to the pur- 


pole, can count guineas with any of us, and 


makes à noble uſe of the gifts of Fortune: 
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168 | ARCOUR r. 
it was his grandfather who bought the Earl 
of ——'$5 horſes.” | . 


- Her Ladyſhip had not heard the tory, 
Lord Valmont told it with warmth and 
feeling; adding, he ſhould make intereſt to 
be introduced to both grandfather and 


f 


# 


grandſon. | 


Needham offered his ſervices; and the 
Baronet adviſed him to cultivate ſuch va- 
wable acquaintance. 


'The party then ſeparated; and in the 
evening the Earl and Baronet entered into 
converſation with the Eltons, without wait- 


ing for the ceremonial of an introduction; 


and the former liked the young man fo 
well, that he gave him the outlines of the 
Monteith family hiſtory, ſpoke of Lady 
Juliana in very high terms, and acknow- 
ledged that he thought Lord Dunraven 
would be very happy in ſuch a connection. 


Theſe 


ul 


le 
4 


Theſe encomiums induced George to re- 


gard her Ladyſhip with more attention than 


ke had done the day before: the ſcrutiny 
turned out to her advantage, though he 
perceived ſhe fancied herſelf of a ſuperior 


order of beings, and determined not to gra- 


tify her vanity by requeſting his new friends 
to introduce him more particularly to her 
notice; as the ſupercilious glances ſhe ho- 
noured him with, convinced him that ſhe 
would enjoy making him feel the diſtance 
rank had placed between them. 


« How unlike the. atniable Madame de 


Valcerne !” he fighed to himſelf ; while her 
Ladyſhip, who had caught his eyes upon 


her ſeveral times, and now remarked the 


gloom his latter reflection had ſpread over 


his fine countenance, placed his reverie 
wholly to the power of her charms, and pre- 
ſumed he was deploring the. vulgarity of 
his origin, which forbade him to entertain 


any hopes of being even noticed by a wo- 
man of her rank ;—but ſtill ſhe involuntarily 


Tok. 4. - I drew 
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drew compariſons between him and every 
other gentleman preſent ; they all terminated 
in his favour, and ſhe found every other 
lady in the room was of the ſame way of 
thinking. Whoever addreſſed her, either 


directly or indirectly, gave her their opinion 


of young Elton, which | perfeRtly c. coincicled 
with her own. 


She retired vexed and low-ſpirited, and 
almoſt determined to feign indiſpoſition, or 
frame ſome other excuſe that might induce 
Lord and Lady Monteith to quit Evian ; 
but always found ſome plauſible reaſon in 
her own mind for delaying her departure. 


Thus a fortnight flipped | away ; during 
which time George became an univerſa] fa- 
vourite, was conſtantly invited to every 


private party, except at Lord Monteith's ; 


and happy were thoſe ladies whom he fa- 
voured with his hand at the Rooms, or his 
attention at the Spring. 


His 
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His countrymen even deſerted Lady 


| Juliana Valtravers, to enjoy his company 


and converſation ; for, as he had not been 
introduced to the Earl of Monteith, or his 
party, a filent bow on his fide, and a formal 


curtſey on her. Ladyſhip's, were all that had 
hitherto paſſed between them. 
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CHAP. X. 


MX. ELTON was anxiouſly ſolicitous 
about his gr ndſon's health, and therefore 
made a point of taking his airings on horſe- 
back ;—a carriage was not ſufficient ex- 
ercile for his age; and by their purſuing dit- 
ferent roads, they ſhould have an opportu- 
nity of emertaining each other with what they 
had ſcen when they met at dinner. 


} 


George, conſcious that every propoſal of 
this excellent man's was fraught with his ac- 
cuſtomed benevolence, and that he could not 
oblige him more than by acceding to his 
| wilhes, 
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wiſhes, made no objection to his arrange- 
ment. | - 2p | | 

He was by no means in a frame of mind to 
reliſh the inceſlant diſſipation he engaged in 


to oblige his amiable benefactor; therefore 


determined to devote ſome hours of the day, 


as well as night, to a retroſpection of paſt 
events, which he began almoſt to fancy were 
merely pleaſant dreams, or chimeras, that 
would never be realized. 


He generally mounted his horſe imme- 


diately after breakfaſt, and took the moſt 


ſolitary paths, where he could, uninterrupt- 


ed, enjoy the beautiful romantic views the 


craggy rocks (overhanging the lake 1 in many 
gs afforded. « 


Meilerie, which would never have ex- 


cited any traveller's notice, but for Rouſſeau's 
% Nouvelle” Heloite,” was one of his fa- 
vourite rides; and as the houſe the Earl of 
Monteith inhabited was ſituated on the road 
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174 | | 
that- led thither, he frequently - paſſed his 
Lordſhip's windows, and ſeveral times caught 
fight of Lady Juliana; indeed her eyes invo- 
Juntarily followed him as long as ſhe could 
keep him in view. He was remarkably well 


mounted,' and a very good horſeman 1 in her 


* 


55 The'rojd he ſo often took was the only 
one ſhe had never taken in the carriage ;—ſhe 

therefore enquired where it led, and was in- 
formed to Meillerie; but that it was only 
calculated for equeſtrians, as it was very 
narrow, and in many places very rugged. 


Lady Juliana deſired the Earl would pro- 
cure her a horſe; ſhe was convinced that 
this road afforded ſome very ſublime views. 
The Earl fa'd it was hardly worth while for 
the ſhort time they had to ſtay ; beſides 
ſuch excurſions might be attended with 
ee. 


Lady 


Lady Juliana's will had long been Jaw in 
the Earl's family, and the lighteſt contra- 


diction never failed to excite a tempeſt in 


her fair boſom, that required infinite ſub- 


miſſion in the Earl and Counteſs to appeaſe. 


Whether ſuch a diſpoſition was exactly cal- 
culated to make their ſon happy, they nei- 


ther cared nor even reflected upon, while 


they were certain her fortune would add con- 
ſiderably to his riches. She therefore calmly 


repeated her requeſt to the Earl, who fore- 


ſeeing, notwithſtanding her apparent plact- 


dity, it would be in vain to contend the 
point, gave orders in conſequence, and next 


morning ſhe was informed that a horſe had 
been hired, and would be at the door at her 
own Hour. 


She ſhould go out betw-een ten and dere, 
ſhe ſaid. 

Elton, when he took the road (the beau- 
ties of which ſhe was ſo anxious to explore) 
generally paſſed their houſe about ten; and, 
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if he ſhould happen to ride that morning, 
ſhe ſhould prefer following him to being over- 
taken. | 


But theſe were reflections ſhe did not think 
neceſſary to communicate to the Earl and 
Counteſs, and ſhe remained ſtationary at her 
drefling-room window till ſhe began to think 
-Elton had taken ſome other road ; and had 
come to a ſimilar reſolution herſelf, when 
the trampling of horſes revived her ſpirits, 
and ſhe my Within ride flowly ”_ 

801 ba: 9 

She derne haſtily FRO 08 ie. 
obelecding that he loitered thus to obtain a 
glance of her handſome face; for it was not 
in nature to ſuppoſe that he could have ſeen 
her with indifference. Indeed ſhe had often 
felt tempted to pity him zit was impoſſible, 


27 


ſo contrary to etiquette, ſhe ſhould even 


notice ſuch a man ;—yet, poor fellow, could 

he help his grandfather, and doubtleſs his 
father, having been plodding mechan ics?— 
ä not: and if ſtie ſhould, par 

> 1 hazard, 
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hazard, come up with him, and ahy very 
favourable opportunity occurred, why, out 
of mere compaſſion, ſhe would addreſs bim. th 


Eager, therefore, to confer ſuch 4 mark of 1 
her condeſcenſion upon the much- admired 
trader,” ſhe ordered her horſe to be led out; 
and, attended by a couple of the Earl's ſer- 
vants, haſtened to convince Elton that ſhe 
could be polite even to a merchant. 
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She ſoon perceived him riding a foot's 
pace, at ſome diſtance before her. He was 
meditating, perhaps; upon the neglect, not 
to ſay ſcorn, with which ſhe had itherto if 
treated him ; ſhe would cheer his deſpon- io 
dency by a paſſing bow and a ſmile. 5 "i 


= 44 
Tt CORE 
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* 
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A 


She put her horſe into a canter for this bene- 
volent purpoſe; but, unfortunately, ſhe had 
choſen a very narrow, and even dangerous part 

of the road todiſplay her horſemanſhip and her 

| compaſſion. Hearing the feet of more horſes 
than his groom's behind him, George turned 
T3 his 


.  HARCOURT,  _- 


his head, and perceived Lady Juliana juſt i _ . 


| paſſing his ſervant, who had alighted to * 
break the way for her. 8 ME 
Wy He wie ſurpriſed that ber Lady- Pe 
ſhip ſhould chuſe to ride faſt in ſuch a road; Julian 
however, as it was impoſſible for her to paſs der att 
him without endangering her neck, he fol- Go 
lowed his groom's example, and had juſt led : m7 
his horſe out of the road as ſhe came up. 5 1 
| ly 5 

« I am ſhocked to death, Sir,” ſaid her iſ” 


ind, 
10weve 
we, ACC 
ore wal 
ng his 
umero! 


Ladyſhip, ** that you have taken the trouble 
to alight ; I am in no haſte, only my horſe 
choſe to be rather violent this morning, ſo I 
thought it beſt to give him his head.“ 


George made an adh 3 and then 


ſaid— 1 e 
85 1 n your 18 may now paſs * * 

with ſafety “. : * 
« You are very kind, Sie, ; but I think 1 Ge 

ſhall climb the hill before us on foot. wo 


* 66 Will ad "oy 


#\ 


6c Will your Ladyſhip permit me to aCs 
fiſt you in alighting yl! | N 


Before he had concluded his Rocky Lady A 
Juliana was upon her feet, calling out to bi: 

her attendants to take her horſe, | ee 1 
George was rather at a loſs how to treat 4 | 

his hitherto, to him, diſdainful lady of qua- A 

lity to appear to reſent her paſt behaviour 2þ 

— Would, in his opinion, diſplay a contracted 4 
0 ind, to which be was far ſuperior; he, 4 
c oever, determined to follow her lead, and | 1 
1 diſtantly reſpectful, or familiarly atten- 4 
oe, according to her behaviour. He there- 9 
ne walked forward by her fide, ſtill legd- 9 

n Ie his horſe, and anſwering ſome of the is 
umerous queſtions ſhe affailed him with, L 

ll ſhe made a full ſtop, declaring ' herſelf _ 

Go Juite out of breath, and that ſhe believed ſhe 7 
uſt relinquiſh her firſt i intention. a 

2 ; 33 
i now gave his horſe to his groom, M 
1 nd ventured to make an offer of his arm, , i 
| I 16 though Þ 
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though he more than once felt tempted to 
purſue his ride, and leave the fair pedeſtrian 
to follow her own inclinations: — this would 
have been both faſhionable, and in ſom: 
meaſure a ſort of retaliation for never having 
been invited to Lord Monteith's, nor even 
noticed by uy of his ance f | 

He ho 3 not to vreſs 8 to ac. 
cept of his ſupport ; we muſt therefore pre 
ſume her Ladyſhip had a preſentiment th: 
had not an Amadis or an Oroondates to 
deal with, by the condeſcenfion with which 
ſhe put her arm within his, and continu 
to apologize for having deranged him. She 
then profeſſed herſelf delighted with thc 
proſpect: — Meillerie, which they now had 
in view, afforded her an excellent ſubjed. 
Savoy in general. was a horrid dreary count!) 
ſhe obſerved ; and then proceeded to give le 
opinion of F rance and Switzerland. 


— 


George thought many of her remarks yer] 
e and her Ladyſhip ſeemed to hav 
forgdl 


S [0 
hicl 
ua 
She 

the 
had 
ect, 


, cluded, and gallopping off towards Evian. 


* 
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forgot how the time paſſed while e con- 
tinued to ramble upon the rocks at the back 


of Meillerie. 


It however became neceſſary 
to think of returning homewards, and to 


form ſome excuſe to get rid of her elegant 


companion; ſhe therefore, as ſoon as they 
deſcended into Meillerie, where their horſes 
waited, wiſhed him a very good morning, 


and entreated ſhe might not prevent him 


from continuing his ride. 
e 


George convinced her he could take a 
hint, as he inſtantly, and with a moſt pro- 


voking ironical ſmile, ſhe thought, aſſured 


her bs would no longer inirude uppn her 
Ladyſhip ; remounting his horſe as he con- 


— 


45 He was piqued at her wanting to get rid 
of him. | 
deſerved to be mortified ; 
mont, Sir James, or the Captain met them 
together, ſhe ſhould have been teated to 


death; not to mention her filly guardian 


* 


23 | | and 
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Well, ſuch preſumptuous beings _ * 
had Lord Val- q 
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held forth upon her condeſcenſion z ſtill 
Elton ought to have remained till ſhe was 
once more on horſeback: perhaps he was 
afraid of offending.” Such were her reflec- 
tions as ſhe rode home, where ſhe arrived 


meeting any one elſe; and of courſe did not 
mention his name to either the Earl or 
| Counteſs, | 


| Elton, who was highly amuſed by his ac- 
| count of his morning's ride, and prognoſti- 


ance. 


ſituation was daily wearing off, and as his 
gratitude towards his kind grandfather (for 
ſuch he began to fancy Elton) daily increaſed, 
he was particularly flattered to find he had 
it in his power to contribute to the good 
mwan's happineſs; and could he have known 
4 : whether 


and wiſe n ſouls ! they would have 


without again overtaking the trader, or 


George was not ſo reſerved to the worthy 
cated he had made a conqueſt of import- 


George's acute ſenſe of his dependant | 


ti 
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whether ka was juſtified in Madame de Val- 
cerne's eyes— whether he till retained the 
ſame place in her heart, and a few more er 
ceteras, he would have been perfectly happy; 
and this he acknowledged to Elton, who 
proteſted, thou gh few people were more 
averſe to gaming, that he would lay any ſum 
he ſhould ſee him married to the handſome 
Weſt Indian before he was a twelvemonth 
older, He then undertook to prove that none 
of his Martinico friends could ſuppoſe his 
precipitate departure the effect of choice, and 
adduced ſuch ſolid reaſons in ſupport of his 
aſſertion, that George was almoſt convinced 
his friends muſt be of his way of thinking. 


The Monteith party were not at the 
Rooms that evening; but next morning, 
though George took another road, he again 
met Lady Juliana, who ſtopped her horſe to 
ſpeak to him. 


. * 


She told him ſhe was half afraid of ven- 
| turing to take the Meillerie road alone, 
3 0 
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though the views it afforded were ſo pictu- 
reſque; but ſhe believed ſhe ſhould ſum- 


mon her courage to her aſſiſtance the next 


day. | 


Was not this making a fort of an appoint- 
ment with him ? George thought ; yet he 
reflected how often he had himſelf unthink- 
ingly ſaid many things, which might admit 
of very different interpretations to the one he 
intended, and as his heart was not at all con- 
cerned in her Ladyſhip's actions, he paid 
the leſs attention to what ſhe faid ; and, for 
fear of appearing vain, did not mention their 
ſecond rencontre to his grandfather, as he now 
habitually called Elton. And as her Lady- 


thip did not ſeem inclined to treat him with 


the ſame familiarity in public, he thought 
| ſhe had merely given him to underſtand ſhe 
was going to Meillerie, by way of difap- 
pointing him if he built any hopes of grow- 
ing intimate, from her late condeſcenſion ; 
he therefore determined ſedulouſly to avoid 

her, and, by Elton's earneſt defire, he ac- 
| - companied 


com! 
roun 
mou 


1 


companied Lord Valmont upon a tour 
round the head of the lake, to viſit the fa- 
mous ſalt mines at Bex. 


The Earl was a ſenſible, well- informed 


young man, upon his return from his tra- 
vels, and was very happy to meet with a 


kindred mind in young Elton, who, he 


e improved very much upon inti- 


man 


| They returned to Evian juſt in time to 


be preſent at a te a Savoyarde Nobleman, 
more renowned for his folly than his, taſte, 


choſe to give a ſelect party of the . a 


ſembled at king Place, 5 ii ext er 


MI. Elton, ſenior, had received a very 


preſling invitation, as well as his grandſon, 


in return for numerous dinners and ſuppers 


the Baron de Blounar had partaken of at 
their apartments; but, as he foreſaw the 
company would ſtay very late, and that the 


Propoſed entertainment would not afford him 


much 


wancoury. ' al 
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much amuſement, he had begged to be ex- 
cuſed, but infiſted . George s accepting 
the invitation. 

The Caſlle of Blounai was about three 
miles from Evian, and had once been a mag- 
nificent building, but was at this period in 
a very ruinous ſtate it was however put in 
the beſt order poſſible; the rooms prepared 
for the reception of the company, had been 
painted a/ freſco, but the damp had totally 
obliterated all traces of the artiſt's ſkill, and 
unfortunately every floor in the houſe was 
ſtone. The Baron therefore appropriated 
the largeſt ſaloon for the ball- room, in hopes 
that the ſize and decorations would make 
ample amends for its other deficiencies ; the 
additional ornaments it received upon this 
occaſion were a quantity of tin ſconces hung 
at proper diſtances round the walls, to hold 
the tallow-candles with * it was illu- 
minated. 


The 
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The gardens were large, and had been 
well laid out; they were cleared from weeds, 
and the walks were ſwept, as it was pre- 
ſumed the company, who had been requeſt- 


ed not to make it late, would prefer walk 


ing without doors till ſupper; which, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the country, was 


to be ſerved at eight o'clock, after which 


they were to dance all night if they choſe. 


The Monteith party were of courſe in- 
vited. Lady Juliana had been very much 
piqued with George for his want of gallantry; 
fortunately ſhe at laſt gueſſed he had accom- 
panied the Earl from prudential motives, 


and as ſhe certainly ſhould never have forgiven 
him, had he ventured even to implore her 


pity, ſhe thought him much 1n the right to 
ſhun her company. Yet it was certainly very 
provoking that he was not a Lord ; for had 
he poſſeſſed a title, he would have turned 
the heads of all the women at Evian : ſo it 
was, perhaps, as well he did not. And 
: after 


/ 
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after all, he was not to be blamed for en- 


it 

| | | 
deavouring to recover his reaſon ; yet, hurt dai 
= think that he ſhould even firuggle to her 
q break his ſuppoled chains, ſhe, adorned for gie 
9 conqueſt, determined to fix the roving cap- Call 
| tive ior ever: aud, had George's heart been ſitu 
equally at liberty, ſhe certainly might have MW Jam 
ſucceeded ; for tew women could, when ſhe pro 


Choſe, be more captivating than Lady Juliana 
Valtravers.—As ſhe proteſted ſhe was curious 
to take a good view of the ancient caſtle, her 
party was among the firſt that Teached 


 Blounai. = 


4 


Elton was not yet come: he had, per- 
er altered his mind, or was afraid to ven- 
ture; either ſuppoſition was truly provoking.” 
She could not even laugh at the tawdry, ill- 

| Thoſen dreſſes of the Savoyarde Lords and 
Ladies, though Captain Needham took 1n- 
finite pains to amuſe her, by turning the en- 
tertainer, his houſe, and gueſts into ridicule. 


 _ walked from him with undiſguiſed dit- 
dain, 
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t dain, and left the poor Captain petrified by 


— . —— e 2 e 3 S nt 5 — ** 
2 _ * I * I a. "RI a =>. hes 3 * re 8 
5 * ne . * 8 "Tc Ron C *: 


0 her hauteur and viſible bad humour, while : 

r ſhe took the Baron's daughter's arm, and 1 

1 ſallied forth to admire the bcauties of the q; 
| fituation, as ſhe toid her companion, who q 

© Wl lamented that it was too late to enjoy the 5 

proſpect a fine terrace they had in view, Þ 

a WW afforded. | EE \ 

8 

r However a far more agreeable fight now 

d arreſted her Ladythip's attention, as Lord 


Valmont, Sir James Barclay, Elton, and ſeve- 
ral more young men were approaching. She 
; ſtopped to receive their compliments ; then 
- addreſſing the Earl and Elton, enquired 
where they had hid themſelves for the laſt 
- week? 


d | 

2 His Lordſhip mentioned where they had, 
2 been, and proteſted he was very happy to 
. find himſelf of conſequence enough to be 
—miſſed. | 

1, | 


did 


190 naxcoukr. 
«« did not mean to make you vain, my 
Lord; but the Genevais ladies complained 
Joudly of your having deprived them of the 
only good dancer at Evian.” This was ſaid 
ſmilingat Elton; and ſhe continued— Pray 
where are you all rambling ?— Mademoiſelle 
de Blounai and me are going to aſcend yon 
terrace.” 


The gentlemen of courſe joined their 
party. Her Ladyſhip was in very high ſpi- 
' Tits, and the converſation - grew general, 


till they were ſummoned to ſupper,. which 


was, like the Baron's pocket, very light. 
They therefore ſoon © adjourned into the 
ball- room, and the maſter of the feaſt led 
out Lady Juliana. 


| There were more gentlemen than ladies 
preſent ; of courſe many of the former were 
doomed to be ſpectators, and, much to the 


regret of all the belles aſſembled, Elton choſe 


to be a ſpectator during the three firſt dances, 
and was juſt preparing to make his exit 


quietly, 


| quietly 


man ap 


cc N 


favour 


] have 
who I 

obligec 
dancer 


Elto 
propoſ⸗ 
gentler 
endeav 


The 
highly 
Lady } 
ed him 
envied 
Mr. El 
have ve 
upon fy 


quietly, when an old Picdmonteſe Noble- 


man approached him, lafing— 


ce © May I entreat, Sir, you will do me the 


fayour to take my place in the next dance? 
I have engaged a very elegant young lady, 


obliged to me for having Peru ſuch a 
dancer into her ſervice. 


Elton bowed, and readily agreed to the 
propoſal ; and without diſclaiming the old 
gentleman's polite compliment, promiſed to 
endeavour to delerve it. 


highly pleaſed, and immediately led him to 
Lady Juliana, affuring her, when be preſent- 
ed him as his ſubſtitute, that ſhe would be 
envied by every lady in the room, and that 


Mr. Elton was the only gentleman he ſhould 
have ventured to recommend to her notice 


upon ſuch an occaſion. 


Her 


who I am fure will think herſelf very much. 


The cd G bor fxch be was, ß 
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Her Ladyſhip' s eyes ſparkled with delight 
while ſhe rallied the old gentleman for hi 
lazineſs; but ſhe very graciouſly accepted 
_ _ Elton's hand, and ſuffered him to lead her to 
join the dancers, and never exerted herſelf ſo 
much as while figuring with the frader; 
who, on his fide, much to her ſatisfaction, 
fully GI the reputation he had ob- 


tained. 


It 

5 * 
As ſoon as ſhe was once more ſeated, ſh: vou! 
faid— 5 N was 
; coulc 


« Now, Sir, you will be obliged to run MW ence 
the gauntlet through all the, Savoyarde 

Miſſes—you can't fit down again. I poſi- Qs 
tivelydeſerve the general thanks of the com- tion. 
pany for uy plan.“ 


George iaſtantly conceived her meaning, 
and after paying her a few very acceptable 
compliments, ſaid, he hopeil her Lady(bip 
would add to the obligation ſhe had already 


conferred 1 him by deignipg to accept 
1 5 | „ us 


HARCOURT. 193 


his hand once more during the 1. of the 
1 5 
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JM < Agreed,” ſhe replied, with infinite q 
to WW g0od-humour; © nay, I ſhall feel myſelf 0 
lo WW very much indebted to you if you will al- i 
„low me to ſay I am engaged, ſhould any of 
n, theſe 5 Piedmonteſe Nobles torment me 9 
v- again.“ 1 
It is needleſs + to ſay Elton entreated he 

he would conſider him at her command, and 
was favoured with her hand ſo often, that he 9 
could not be blind to the marked prefer- || 


an WM ence with which ſhe treated him. "ie 4 


ſt _ Gratified vanity is a very pleaſing ſenſa- 
n- tion.—George thought he had never ſpent 
ſo agreeable an evening ſince he had left 
Martinico, and retired in excellent ſpirits to 
g. court that repoſe he ſeldom leſs wanted, and 
le highly amuſed Elton, the next morning, by 
ip his animated deſcription of the Baron's fete. 
iy WM To fee him in ſuch ſpirits was gratifying to 
pt | YOL, 1. * | the 


the old gentleman, who proteſted he had 
been much more diverted by his deſcription, 
than he could have been by being preſent. 


TI following day Sir James Barclay paid 
the Eltons a viſit while they were at breakfaſt; 
and after declaring he would take no denial, 
proceeded to entreat they would both favour 
him with their company to dinner. There 
was a boat full of countrymen juſt arrived 
from Lauſanne, and ſeveral more who had 
agreed to give theſe the meeting, were come 
in from Geneva; they were moſt of them 
his fellow-collegians. and he had engaged 
them ail to dine at his apartments, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Elton, ſenior, with his uſual good- 
kumoured frankneſs, declined the propoſal, 
aſſuring the Baronet his age rendered him 
very unfit for ſuch parties, but made his 
grandſon promiſe to oblige him ; and he 
therefore took his leave, after telling George 


fix o'clock was their dinner hour, as he 


choſe to treat them quite a  Angloi/e. 


Elton laughed as ſoon as he was gone, and 
oblerved that the Baronet ſeemed in high 
_ adding— 


« You will have a ſpecimen of Engliſh 
manners to-day, George, which will convince 
you to what excellent purpoſe moſt of our 
young men travel. This will be a true 
jovial party, I foreſee ; therefore remember 
I ſhan't expect to fee you very early, but 
would adviſe you to take a ſnap when I 
dine, as you are not yet accuſtomed to our 


faſhionable dinner hours.“ 2 
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George foreſaw that the party he was en- 
gaged to meet would afford him ſome amuſe- 
ment; indeed he had already been very much 
diverted by the accounts Mr. Villaret gave 
him, at Geneva, of the follies of his young 
countrymen, who merely ſeemed to ſtrive to 
outvie each other in extravagance and ab- 
ſurdity” 


At the appointed hour he repaired to the 
Baronet's lodgings, and was introduced to 
all the new comers, who paid infinite reſpect 
to his: fortune, and fwore they ſhould be 
happy to be better acquainted with him, 


The dinner was really excellent, yet moſt 
of the gueſts languiſhed for ſome good roaſt 
beef. The wines were good of their kind, 
they obſerved, but not to be compared to 


Port and Madeira; though had the ſame 


party been aſſembled at a tavern in England, 
they would not have been able to touch any 
thing but Claret, Burgundy, or Champaigne. 
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The various clever exploits each had per- 
formed at ſchool, at College, or upon their 


travels, were related for the edification-of the 


reſt, till one of them exclaimed— 


«© Who do you think left Lauſanne about 
an hour before we did? No one preſum- 
ed to gueſs. —** Why, Jack Villars and 
upon ſuch a ſcheme—how I did laugh 
when he- let me into the outlines of his. 
plan! He bids fair to ſurpaſs us all—he has 
played his Governor ſuch a trick! Oh he 
deſerves to be. immortalized !'” 8 

Well, do give us the particulars, Clare- 
mont,“ ſaid the maſter of the feaſt; we all 
know Lord John is no flincher, and that 
his prudent father is d d avaricious.“ 

* The Duke's whole income would be 
inſufficient to ſupport the extravagance of 
his younger ſon,” rejoined Lord Valmont, 
« if his Grace did not "_y ts. put 
ſome limits to his expences.“ 


** Thou art a prudent foul thyſelf, Val, 


tephed the Baronet, © ſo art no judge of 
T4 the 
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198 HARcO Rr. 
the many neceſſary expences of a daſhing 
young fellow.“ 

« Rather of the many unneceffary ones, 
you mean, Sir James but pray let us heat 
what Lord John has done to deſerve Mr. 
Claremont's praiſe.“ 

«© Why, outwitted the ſpy (in the form 

of a travelling companion) my Lord Duke 
had placed over him; a Scotch wiſeacre, 
who had wormed himſelf into his Grace“ 
eſteem, and who uſed to preach prudence 
and economy for ever; he was purſe-bearer, 
you muſt know, and every guinea he parted 
with went to his foul. However, to make 
ſhort of my ſtory, notwithſtanding his hands 
were thus tied, and his ſpirit cramped, Jack 
formed a connection with a ona roba at 
Venice, which did not meet Mr. Pedagogue's 
approbation: he firſt remonſtrated, and 
finally wrote the old Duke an account ot 
the buſineſs— there was a raſcal |— The con- 
ſequence of his mean behaviour was obvious 
—the pitiful fellow received freſh inſtruc- 


tions, and Jack a peremptory order from his 
: | father 
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father to quit Venice, with Mr. Mackenzie, 
upon receipt of theſe letters. There was no 
alternative, ſo Jack was forced to obey, and 
they immediately bent their courſe towards 


Lauſanne, where it was propoſed they ſhould 


make ſome ſtay. But a few days after 
their arrival, the Governor fell ill (con- 
ſcience ſtricken, I told Lord John), took to 
his bed, and, fortunately for his pupil, the 
fever ſeized his brain. Jack was too good a 


General to miſs ſuch an opportunity of 
making his eſcape; therefore, ſans ceremonie, 


ſeized all the caſh, letters of credit, &c. and 
ſet off this very morning, at daybreak, to 

conſole his Venetian Divinity for his preci- 
pitate departure ; leaving Mackenzie to the 
care of the innkeeper, merely hinting that 
he was not very rich, nor very generous.— 
So I think there is little chance of his ever 
again being ſaddled with him for a compa- 
nion.ä— No money, no Swiſs, you know; 
and the Lauſanne innkeepers have loſt enough 
by indigent and ſwindling Engliſhmen ; 
therefore, depend upon it, the officious friend 
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200 *' HARCOURT: 
may lie and die, for what the maſter of the 
Golden Lion cares.” | 

e don't conceive his ſituation to be fo 
_ deſperate,” ſaid Lord Valmont; *I truſt 
the Swiſs have more feeling than Lord John 
Villars has diſplayed ; for to leave the great- 
eſt enemy one had in ſuch a ſituation, is, 
in my opinion, inexcuſable.— What ſay you, 
Mr. Elton?“ 
l am quite of your Lordſhip' s opinion,” 
replied George, very warmly, who had been 
all attention from the moment he heard the 
pame of Mackenzie. 


Many of the other young men inveighed 
againſt Lord John's behaviour, and even 
Mr. Claremont went with the tide, ſwore 
that the action had not ſtruck him fo 
at firſt, but acknowledged his friend Jack 
had carried his love of fun too far this 


time. 


Lord Valmont enquired whether this 
Mackenzie was a man of family. 


&« Oh! 


\ 
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5 « Oh ! God knows what his anceſtors were, 
replied Claremont; © he is the eldeſt ſon of 
a painter of that name. He was for ſome: 


years ſecretary to the late Lord Everly, and 
was recommended by his ſucceſſor to the 
Duke of Northington, who entruſted him 


with the care of Lord John. This is all I 
know about him.” 


Lord Valmont ſaid he would write to the: 
innkeeper i in his behalf; and thus the ſub- 
ject was dropped. Indeed the light wines, 
which hardly warmed them, many of them 
found began to make great innovations on 
their brains; and George was very happy to- 
make his eſcape from this riotous party. 


: Mr, Elton had retired: esd he reached 


home; but next merning he was anxious to 


know how/his grandſon had been amuſed.— 
George recapitulated the heads of all that 
had paſſed, and expatiated with no ſmall 
degree of warmth _ Lord John Villars's 
behaviour, 

K 5 | 125 Elton; 
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Elton declared he was a ſcandal to his 


country and family, and was eager to deviſe 
ſome method to ſupply the fick man's wants, 
notwithſtanding he was related to thoſe vile 
Mackenzies he held in the greateſt abhor- 
rence, 


« This gentleman is at leaſt innocent 
with reſpect to me, Sir,“ 
« for I never ſaw him; but he was my friend 
Mary's favourite brother, to whom ſhe wiſh- 
ed to recommend me; and I have ſeen letters 

of his to his ſiſter, which prepoſſeſs me very 
much in his favour.— am ſorry his late 
_ patron did not make ſome proviſion for him: 
like Mary, he ſeemed to poſſeſs a noble 
.generous ſpirit, without the means of fol- 
lowing the dictates of his honeſt heart.— 
What an uncomfortable life muſt he have 
led with ſuch an unprincipled pupil !— 
'Thank Heaven ! though, like himſelf, I have 
ever been a dependant, my patrons have all 


L 


been men of worth and, honour they 
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* My dear fellow, excuſe the interrup- 
tion, but let me entreat you would diſcard 
that word, dependant, from your thoughts. 
You are entitled, even by our laws, to my 
fortune, as the undoubted heir of my late 
wite ;—my heart claims a nearer affinity to 
your's, than the ties of conſanguinity can 
give, and your ſociety is become neceflary 
to my happineſs, nay almoſt to my exiſt- 
ence ; fol may call myſelf a dependant upon 


your {miles I But to revert to poor Mac- 


kenzie, for whom I am now very much in- 
tereſted—what mult be done?“ 

« Why, I have long wiſhed to ſee him, 
my dear Sir ; though I am not at all inclined 


to mention my former intimacy with his 


family. I am your grandſon now, and glory 
in the title, and as ſuch I can wait upon 


him in your name, and then act according 


to circumſtances ;—a boat will convey me in 
five hours to Lauſanne, and I can return 
to-morrow or next day at fartheſt.” 
] like your plan, but with your leave I 
will accompany you.—We are both almoſt 
K 6 tired 
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—_ HARCOURT. 
tired of Evian ; therefore we will not return 
here, except you wiſh it,” | 


This was ſpoke with an intelligent ſmile. 
George, in an equally gay tone, aſſured him 
he had no ſuch defire, acknowledging that 
he really grew . impatient to ſet out for 
Paris. 


« Ah poor ity Juliana * exclaimed 
the old gentleman, for your ſake we ought 
to haſten our departure ; ſo our horſes ſhall 
proceed to Geneva, where we will meet 
them as ſoon as we have performed the duties 
of humanity. Prepare our cards of P. P. 
Congé, which we will go and drop among 
our WN while the ſervants pack 
our trunks.“ 


> aces ſet about the taſk, and in leſs 
than an hour they ſallied forth to pay their 
viſits. Having never been introduced to 
the Monteiths, they agreed merely to leave 


cards at their door, out of compliment to 
Lady 
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Lad y Juliana, who was coming out to mount 
her horſe at the moment they reached the 


houſe. 


She ſeemed amazed at their ſudden de- 


parture, and changed colour; then ina hurried 


manner, to concaal her chagrin, endeavoured 
to rally George, but was unequal to the 


taſk. Her voice faltered while ſhe enquired 1 


if they did not mean to return? and ſhe 
with difficulty ſuppreſſed her riſing tears, 


while ſhe received the laſt compliments of 


the once deſpiſed merchant !—Summoning, 
however, all her pride to her aid, he wiſhed 
them a pleaſant 5 journey. 


4 


She had returned into the houſe with 


them, and Mr. Elton, ſenior, made his part- 


ing bow in return for her kind wiſh, and 


walked out of the room; George loitered a 
ſecond or two behind, to catch an inarticu- 


late wiſh that they might meet in England, 
to preſs a beautiful hand with no ſmall de- 


gree of fervour to his lips, and to re-echo | 


her 
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ber laſt ſpeech, notwithſtanding his heart 
was in Madame de Valcerne's poſſeſſion;,— 
he then followed his grandfather, who was 
waiting for him in the paſſage, and they 
. proceeded to their other friends, who were 
all very ſorry, very much aſtoniſhed, and fo 
forth ; but Lord Valmont cordially invited 
George to viſit him in London, and entreat- 
ed, as they, were going to Lauſanne, they 
would defire the maſter of the Golden Lion 
to ſupply all Mr. Mackenzie's wants in his 
name, and he would ſettle with him upon 
his return. 


Mr. Elton, ſenior, freely told bim they 


were going purpoſely to endeavour to ſerve 
that gentleman, with whoſe family they were 
ſufficiently acquainted to make it almoſt 
their duty to fee he was provided with every 
requiſite 1n ſuch a ſituation. 


« Then merely 2 him my J good 


8 wiſhes, my generous friend, and tell him 
that I have this very day wrote an exact ac- 
EL count 
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count of the manner in which he was left by 
Lord John Villars, to the Duke of North- 
ington; which I thought my duty, as it will 
prevent any miſrepreſentations of the affair 
from injuring him 1n his Grace's eſteem.” 

« Your Lordſhip has been doing him a 
much greater ſervice than would have been 
in our power,” rejoined Elton, “and we 
thank you in the name of the 1nvalid ; and 


can only ſay, ſhould your Lordſhip ever 


croſs Clapham Common, and will take the 
trouble to enquire for Mark Elton's houſe, 
in that vicinity, you will do both my grand- 
ſon and me a very great favour.” 


The Earl promiſed to look in upon them 


often, and they parted with mutual regret 
on all ſides; and in leſs than an hour the 
Eltons were upon their freſh-water voy- 
age,. which proved exceedingly pleaſant. 
They reached Lauſanne between ſeven and 


eight, and took up their quarters at the 
Golden Lion, 


Their 
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Their firſt enquiries were concerning 


Mackenzie; he was conſiderably worſe, 


they learned, from having been (during a 
ſhort interval of reaſon) abruptly informed 


of his pupil's departure; and the phyſician, 


who continued to attend him, had declared 
him 1 in imminent 8 We 


1 Then let more advice be called in,“ 
ſaid Elton. Has he a nurſe?” with va- 


rious other equally benevolent orders and 
queſtions, when he found he had not been ab- 


ſolutely neglected, though the zeal of mine 


hoſt and hoſteſs had conſiderably abated ſince 
the departure of Lord John and his ſuite. 


They were now particularly eager to diſ- 


play their humanity; the firſt medical men 
the town afforded ſoon made their appear- 
ance, and accompanied by the Mr. Eltons, 
proceeded to the chamber of the invalid, 


whom they now pronounced in a very high! 


fever, but gave ſome hopes that, with proper 
care, he might recover. 


y- | George 


j 
\ 
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George determined to paſs the night by 
his bed-fide, unknown to Mr. Elton, who 
meant his valet ſhould fit up in the fick 
room, and had the ſatisfaction to find a vi- 
ſible amendment in his patient before morn- 
ing; his delirium abated, and his aſtoniſhed 
looks convinced George he was ſenſible that 
he was ſurrounded by ſtrangers, He there- 
fore told him that the Earl of Valmont, a 
particular friend of the Duke of Northing- 
ton's, having heard by mere accident of his 
ſituation, as he could not leave Evian him- 
ſelf, had ſent him, as his repreſentative, to 
procure him every comfort and aſſiſtance 
Lauſanne afforded, and to quiet his mind 
reſpecting the unpardonable ſtep his pupil 
had taken, as he had wrote the Duke word 
where he was gone, and where he had left 
him, and in what condition ; for the un- 
feeling youth had put ſeveral young Engliſh- 
men into his confidence previous to his de- 
parture. : 


Mackenzie 
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Mackenzie endeavoured to expreſs his 
gratitude, but was not permitted to ſpeak £ 
and owing to the care and tenderneſs with 
which he was treated, was very ſoon in a 


ſtate of convaleſcence, and at the end of a 


week, able to leave his bed. 
= / 

Mr. Elton, or George, were his conſtant 
| companions, and their ſervants devoted to 
his orders. Such treatment made a very 
deep impreſſion upon the grateful mind of 
John Mackenzie, who bore a ſtrong reſem- 
blance to George's favourite Mary, both in 
point of figure and diſpoſition, 


The late Lord Everly, whom he had ac- 
companied ro Liſbon, had left him an an- 
nuity of a hundred a year, which was by no 
means ſufficient to ſupport the character of 
a gentleman in any country ;—he was there- 
fore, much againſt his will, forced to join his 
father at Paris; but found it ſo diſagree- 
able, that he determined to make any ſhifts 


rather than continue to reſide with his 
| Parents, 


affairs; and not contented with making 
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parents, as his mother was continually re- 


proaching him for the bad uſe he made of 


his time, declaring if he had had three grains 
of ſenſe, he might have got a thouſand a year 
out of the old Earl, inſtead of. his paltry 


hundred; but ſhe foreſaw, with his fine 


moral principles, and refined ſentiments, he 
would never make a fortune, 


She had nae patience to hear a cheild of 


er's ſay he would nae flatter the vices of 


the great. Wealthy fules might talk ſitch 
nonſenſe ; but for he, Johnny Mackenzie, 
wha would nae have kenned his letters if 


Mr. Mackenzie and ſhe had been troubled 


with ony of his ſcruples—he to talk of his 
ſpirit and his honour—hoot awa, it made 


her hck ! 


As her doctrines had the ſame effect 


upon Johnny, he returned to England, 


where he was of infinite uſe to the preſent 
Lord Everly, in ſettling his late brother's 


him 
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him a very handſome acknowledgment, 
that Nobleman recommended him to the 
notice of the Duke of Northington, who 
ſent him abroad, as has been already related, 
with his youngeſt ſon. This fimple ſtory, 
without making any reflections upon his 
parents, he told the Mr. Eltons, whom he 
proteſted had ſaved his life; and, much as 
he thought himſelf indebted to the Earl of 
Valmont, he conceived himſelf infinitely 
more ſo to their humane benevolence ; and 
as he meant, as ſoon as he could conſiſtently 
with the engagements he had entered into 
with the Duke, return to England, he ſhould 
feel himſelf particularly happy in being per- 
mitted to cultivate ſuch valuable acquaint- 
' ance. 


Elton, 1n reply,. defired him, whenever it 
 fuited him, to make either his town or coun- 
try-houſe his home; and when he took 
leave of his new acquaintance, preſented him 
with four rouleaus of fifty guineas each, in 
the Earl of Valmont's name; who under- 
a | | ſtanding, 


Wan... 


ſtanding, he told him, that Lord John had 

made free with their letters of credit, thought 

he might find it difficult, or at leaſt attend- 

| ed with delay, to raiſe money in Switzer- 
land, 


Mackenzie was aſtoniſhed at this exceſs 
of generoſity in the Earl, and expreſſed his 
gratitude for the kind concern he evidently 
took in his affairs, with the utmoſt feeling 
y and reſpect ; aſſuring him that he felt him- 
| ſelf ſtill more obliged to his Lordſhip for 
having recommended him to the notice of 
ſuch kind friende. 
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CHAP. XIL 


Mx. ELTON and his grandſon ſpent a 
week at Mr. Villaret's upon their return to 
Geneva, and, had they liſtened to their 
friendly hoſt, would have extended their 


viſit to a month; but the day before the 


one fixed for their departure, they were ſur- 
priſed by the appearance of Lord Valmont, 
who informed them that he had rode over 
to Geneva on purpoſe to abuſe them for the 
unwarrantable uſe they had made of his 
name, which he had diſcovered upon his 
return to Lauſanne, through the grateful 


Mackenzie; and declared he would revenge 


himſelf by relieving the firſt Engliſhman he 
1 met 


Ss 


> 
— 
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met with in any ſort of diſtreſs, during his 
travels, in their name; and they ſhould be 
put to the bluſh, as he had been, by receiv- 
ing praiſes ſo little his due. 


He then proceeded to tell them that 
Mackenzie was upon his road to Venice 
and that one part of his errand was to deli- 
ver a letter from that worthy fellow, who 
had gained his eſteem by the ſenſibility he 
ditplayed when he learned how much more 
than he expected he was indebted to the 


Mr. Eltons; to the youngeſt of whom he 


had ventured to ſend a Newfoundland puppy 
which he had heard him admire at Lauſanne, 


and which had accidentally become at his diſ- 


poſal—- 


But the letter would have told you 
that,” ſaid his Lordſhip, and my groom 
has delivered the dog to the care of your's. 
He is the ſymbol of gratitude, therefore, as 
I told Mackenzie, the moſt proper preſent 
he could make.” 

The | 
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The Earl then produced Mackenzie's 
letter, which added conſiderably to the pre- 
poſſeſſion George and Elton already felt in 
his favour; the latter determined, upon his 
return to England, to exert all his intereſt 

to procure him ſome genteel ſituation, which 
might enable him to enjoy a few more com- 
forts than he at . could boaſt. 


The Earl ſpent the day with them, and 
among other news, told them the Monteiths 
had left Evian, and were gone, he under- 
ſtood, upon a viſit to Count de , for- 
merly Ambaſſador at the Court. of Great 
Britain, 5 


„ The town grew intolerably dull, Lady 


Juliana told me when 1 laſt ſaw her; andi 


acquieſced in her opinion, as I attributed 
her eunui, like my own, to your departure. 


I don't mean to flatter your vanity, Elton, 


but I am convinced you have done Lord 


Dunraven, unintentionally, a very great in- | 


jury; for ſhould he obtain her Ladyſhip's 
hand, 
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hand, he will never poſleſs her heart—that 
has been in your keeping theſe five weeks; 
but you are a ſtrange, blind, inſenſible mor- 


tal!“ 


« don't chuſe to contradict your 8 
ſhip, elſe——” 

+ -Why elle,” ct the Earl; 
« you would tell me, and I ſhould credit 


your aſſertion, that a man may neither be 
blind nor inſenſible, and yet not wear Sy 


Juliana Valtravers's chains—ecce Signum ; 


but had ſhe diſplayed half the pan in 


my favour ſhe did in your's, I would have 


led her to the altar, ſpite of family arrange 
ments. — Vet, upon my honour, I would 


never adviſe any untitled friend to marry a 


titled wife; they are almoſt ſure to prove | 


domeſtic plagues.” 


Mr. Elton, ſenior, was of his Lordſhip's 


opinion ; but George defended' the titled- 


dames, aſſuring them he had known ſome 
who would have made any man happy. 
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« Since you ſpeak in the plural, George,” 
rejoined the Earl, do give me a recom- 
mendation to one, of theſe paragons ?—T 


muſt look out for a wife ſoon, and among 


the titled ladies; for I don't want money. 
HFitherto none have ever fallen under my 
obſervation, into whoſe keeping 1 thould 
like to entruſt either my honour or my hap- 
pineſs.” 

Then JI have been more fortunate than 
your Lordſhip,” ' replied George; © but I 
certainly ought to have ſpoke in the ſingular ; 
for you are a much better judge than 1 
can be of Lady Juliana Valtravers's diſpo- 
ſition.” 

« Whoſe caſe is quite hopeleſs, I find,” 
cried his. Lordſhip ; © however I hope, ſome 
time or other, you will introduce me to this 
peerleſs _ 


« I fincerely wiſh it may ever be in my 


power, my Lord,” he replied. 


His Lordſhip changed the converſation, 
and they parted better friends than ever, 
each 


each p. 


their n. 
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each proteſting they ſhould look forward to 
their next meeting with infinite pleaſure. 


Next morning, Elton and George ſet out 
for Lyons, where they made but a ſhort 


ſay, owing to the then convulſed ſtate of 


France. 


George's impatience to ſee the friend of 
his infancy and youth, the excellent Prin- 


cipal Douglas, increaſed as he approached 


Paris; though he often reflected upon the 
lurpriſing change that had taken place in 
the French Government with real dread, 


ret he conſidered the Principal was not at a 
ume of life to meddle in politics, and as 


ret there had been but few emigrations.— 
Admitting he had not fallen a facrifice to 
the late lawleſs mobs, his advanced age 
made it very probable he might have been 
ng ſince gathered to his forefathers, 


His mind was thus fluctuating between 
hope and fear, when the carriage ſtopped 
L2 N at 
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at a large hotel in the Fauxbourg St. Ger 
main, where Mr. Elton had before lodged, 
on his road to Nice; and the moment 
George alighted, he ſet out on foot for th: 
Scotch College. 


As the gates were ſtill open, he reached 
the laſt well-kno«n door that led into the 
Principal's private apartment, without meet: 
ing a ſingle foul he knew, and was upon 
the point of. ruſhing in, when a tcrvant 
came out, wio ſeemed aſtoniſhed to percei:: 
an unannounced ſtranger fo near him, aid 
inſtantly ſaid, holding the door in his hand, 
which be vas going to cloſe after him 


« Who do you want, Sir?“ 

„ P:1u.ipal Douglas,” replied George, 
fixing lis ges pon the nan's face. 

« Pray walk in, Sic; my maſter is at 
home, ai lone,“ opening the door. 


Upon Vea ing the Principal exclaim, a. 
he advauccu—*® Surely 1 aw not deceived 
| I knoi 


| kno? 
and fc 
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and found his beſt friend's arms expanded to 
lod, FWreceive him; who, while he preſſed him to 
ne: his boſom, ſaid 

r the = | 
Welcome, a thouſand times, my beſt 
beloved boy! Where have you been ſince 
chea you left Martinico, and what has befallen 
the you? — The villain who cauſed you to be 
cot. carried off, is no more; his death has almoſt 
pon reconciled me to our Revolution, for he is 


bat one of the many victims that have bled at 


cite the ſhrine of Anarchy * 


7 * 
Ne 


und, George having, in his turn, exprefſed the 


joy he felt, enquired whether Madame de 
Valcerne knew to whom he was indebted for 
lis late unpleaſant voyage ? 


Count du Breuil, your rival in her good 
graces, planned the ſcheme which unfor- 
tunately ſucceeded but too well, That 
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know that voice,” George ſprang forwards, | 


e She has not long been informed that 


1 3 amiable 


222 HARCOURT. 


amiable woman knows you have eſcaped 
from his vile agents with your life.” 

J wrote to her and the Marquis de 
Fierval the moment I had it in my power to 

diſpatch my letters with any degree of ſafety, 
and with any likelihood of their reaching 
M.,artinico.“ 

« You were perfectly right—you could 
not be too expeditious in ſetting their 
minds at eaſe ;—but do fit down ;—you are 
but juſt. arrived in Paris, I preſume ?— 
Which will you have, a diſh of Dd or a 
glaſs of wine?“ 

George preferred the former, which was 
immediately ordered ; and while it was pre- 
paring, he gave the Principal a ſuccinct ac- 
count of his adyentures, fince he allowed 
himſelf to become the dupe of Count du 
Breuil's Fo 


© The Lord be praiſed for all things!“ ex- 
- claimed the worthy man, when he concluded; 

but why did not you bring this kind grand- 
tather 


troduced to him; and you muſt know any 


ſelf this evening.” 


patient George, to what was my departure 


and how was it diſcovered that Count du 
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father of your's with you, I long to be in- 


friend of your's would meet with a cordial 
welcome.” | | 

« Mr. Elton is not leſs impatient to ſee 
you, my dear Sir; but I had ſo many queſ- 
tions to aſk you, and ſo many things to talk 
over, that I _ to have you all to my- 


The old = "Re ſmiled, and began to 
make the tea, declaring he had almoſt given 
up all thoughts of ever ſeeing him again. 


« But pray, my dear Sir, ſaid the im- 


from Martinico generally attributed What 
were Madame de Valcerné's thoughts 


Breuil was the contriver of the iniquitous 
plan?“ 
* I muſt take rather a ive time to re- 
ſolve theſe three queſtions,” anſwered the 
ald gentleman, than you ſeem inclined to 
L 4. allow 
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allow me. Not to keep you in faſpenſs 
your ſtrange diſappearance was immediately 
ſuppoſed to originate in ſome ſecret enemy. 
The Marquis de Fierval wrote the Count de 
St. Mars, and me, a very incoherent ac- 


Count of the diſtreſſing event, and expreſſed 


his fears that Madame de Valcerne would 
not ſurvive the dreadful ſhock, as ſhe was 
firmly convinced you had been made away 
with. The Count du Breuil was the only 


perſon in the iſland who affected to believe 


you had left Martinico to avoid fulfilling your 
engagements ; this, as the Marquis obſerved, 
was the mere ſubterfuge of a narrow mind, 
to lower you in the eyes of the woman who 
had refuſed to liſten to his ſuit ; and, I need 
not tell you, made no impreſſion upon any 
of your friends, who took every means which 
could be deviſed to diſcover whither, and 
with whom you were, gone. As for the 


Count and me, we could only weary our- 


ſelves with afflicting conjectures concerning 


your fate if you ever returned to Europe, | 


we were convinced that we ſhould either 
\< 15 | {ce, 
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ſee, or hear from you; and thus near ſixteen 
months expired, and I believe all your 
friends began to think their firſt fears con- 
cerning you were realized. Poor Madame 
de ValcernE ! But I won't expatiate upon 
her ſufferings—ere this, I truſt ſhe has 
received your letter; but believe me; my 
dear George, no one can conceive what ſhe 
has undergone upon your account.—lT will 
ſhew you ſome of her letters not to-night 
though remember.—So to proceed with my 
ſtorv :—At the commencement of our won- 
derful Revolution, few men were perhaps 
more deſervedly unpopular than the Count 
du Breuil, and as ſoon as the prefent level- 
ling principles were broached in the colo- 
nies, his numerous enemies ſeized the fa- 
vourable opportunity to revenge themſelves 
for his former acts of petty tyranny. He 
was hurried to priſon, tried, and condemned 
by the mob, who were proceeding to execute 
their ſentence in their uſual ſummary way, 
but, through the interpoſition of the Mar- 
quis de Fierval, he was allowed a ſhort 

| L © reſpite 
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reſpite to prepare "Ti eternity ; when, to the 
horror of all who heard him, he confeſſed 
he had; by an enormous bribe, induced the 


Captain of an American veſſel to decoy you 


the moſt diſtant port, 


on board, and then convey you 1n irons to 
of what mation it 
mattered not, where he could, ſet you on 


ſhore with ſafety to himſelf; acknowledging 


he had been led to the perpetration of this 
wicked deed, in hopes he ſhould be able to 
conſole Madame de Valcerne for what he 
meant ſhould appear your voluntary defec- 


tion; but ſolemnly declared he had never 


enjoyed a moment's peace ſince, nor could 
he give them the leaſt information concern- 
ing you. He had merely received two let- 
ters from his raſcally agent, who had threat- 
ened in both to land you again in Martinico, 
and declare why he ſpirited you away, if he 
did not comply with his exorbitant demands 
for money ;—he therefore hoped that you 
were {till alive, and that Madame de Val- 
cerne would pronounce his pardon before he 


ſubmitted to the rigour of popular juſtice. 
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The Marquis declared he ought o look upon 
his impending fate as a juſt retribution for 
his enormous guilt and horrid perfidy ; and 
wondered how he dared to hope for the in- 
jured Madame de. Valcerné's forgiveneſs, . 
ſince he had put it out of his own, and your 
friend's power to reſcue you from the hands 


of the wretches who had taken you in charge. 


However, the abject being humbled himſelf 


ſo much, and profefled ſuch forrow for the 


paſt, that the Marquis conſented to men- 


tion his petit ion to the unfortunate Baronne; 
but a ſucceſſion of fainting fits, the conſe - 


quence of his communication, though made 


with the utmoſt precaution, effectually pre- 
vented her from even ſeeing the vile Count, 
who expiated his ſins upon a ſcaffold ſoon 

after. Madame de Valcerné, after a time, 
grew rather more reſigned to what ſhe termed 
her irreparable loſs, firmly convinced you 
had fallen a martyr to the wicked Count's 
machinations. However, in caſe you ſur- 
vived the dreadful treatment you muſt have 

met with, ſhe has made me {ome very large 


L 6. 


remittances, , 
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remittances, which I have by her orders 
placed, by means of my banker, in the 
Britiſh funds in your name ; as ſhe preſumed 
that I ſhould be among' the firſt people you 
would ſeek after, ſhould you ever obtain 
your liberty ; and 1 had ſeveral letters for 


you, which I have, through motives of pru- 


| dence, allo conſigned to the care of an old 
friend of mine in London.—To-morrow 
you ſhall ſee all thoſe addreſſed to myſelf.— 
Theſe are troubleſome times, and people can't 
be too cautious. A- propos, though your 
meeting with Mr. Elton has ſolved the rid- 
dle, an Engliſhman, whoſe manners and ap- 
pearance beſpoke him a gentleman, waitcd 
upon me about a year ſince, to make very 
particular enquiries reſpecting you; he ſeemed 
perfectly verſed in your family hiſtory, and 
was evidently very much diſappointed, and 
even hurt, to find it was not in my power 
to inform him where you were, or even if 
you fill exiſted. He was ſome friend of 
your grandfather's, I preſume ; he did men- 

"2 | „ moll 
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tion his "= but 1t has really "IF my 
memory.“ 

At can be of no ſignification, my dear 
Sir, replied George ; © the enquiry un- 
doubtedly originated in Mr. Elton, whoſe 


numerous friends and acquaintance were all 


anxious to diſcover me, out of regard to 
him; and this gentleman might have learn- 
ed from ſome of my fellow- ſtudents that J 
was for many years under your care. But 
you don't know what a load of anxiety your 
recital has removed from my mind.—But 
bow was Madame de Valcerne when you laſt 
heard from Martinico ?” | | 

« I truſt ſhe is much better ere this; ſo 
pray "ol us wave all diſagrecable retroſpec- 
tions. 

have half a mind to fail for the Weſt 
Indies before I proceed to England.“ 

* You would not ſurely be ſo mad! 
To know that you are living, and in good 


health, muſt calm all her fears ; and ſhe will 


doubtleſs inform you what her future plans 
are, which your arrival would moſt probably 
derange. 
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derange. Beſides, you certainly would not a 
be fo ungrateful to Mr. Elton; depend inf 
upon it you will find anſwers to your late RE 
letters in London; and I am certain that Ki: 
Madame de Valcerne would be the firſt to 3 
condemn you, were you to act as you pro- 2 
poſed.“ * 
% have done, my kind monitor I po- | 
ſitively ſpoke unthinkingly ; for was Mr. . 
Elton really my grandfather, J could not * 
love and reſpe& him more E But pray how = 
is the Count de St. Mars?? _ 
He leſt Paris almoſt immediately after 1 
the deſtruction of the Baſtile, and ſoon after _ 
the kingdom ; where he has bent his ſteps by 
I can't inform you moſt likely to Germany. M 
He was too loyal a ſubject for theſe times; M 
but we will not enter into politics.“ G 
No, my dear Sir; though I muſt con- _ 
demn this new ſyſtem, fince it has made an 5 
exile of ſuch a man. — But are the Mac- RE 
kenzies ſtill at Paris?“ pe 


No, they have bern i England near 
two years; they ſet off without making a 
| _ ſingle 
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ſingle enquiry concerning you, or even tak- 
ing leave of me ;—only the gentle Mary 
informed me that they were going, and, 
entreated I would preſent her kindeſt re- 
membrance to my prozegee, I had no oppor- 


tunity to anſwer her letter; ſo ſhe left Paris 
in ignorance of the unfortunate event which 
had, as I then thought, blaſted all your fair 


proſpects in this world. I have ſince heard, 
from the friend to whom I conſigned your: 


letters, that Mackenzie is riſing rapidly in 
his profeſſion, and that he lives in a far 


more expenſive ſtyle in London than he did 


at Paris, has a large houſe in Leiceſter Square, 
and has had the honour of being employed 
by ſome of the firſt Nobility. But poor 
Mary was in a very bad ſtate of health, Mr. 
Murray informed me when he wrote laſt. 
God forgive me, if I judge Mackenzie 
wrongfully | but I am afraid he now ſhines 
at your expence ;—we will talk that mat- 
ter over another time, for here comes ſup- 
per. 


George 
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George had never once reflected upon tlie 


 hour—as he knew he ſhould not keep Mr. 
Elton waiting, he fat down with the Prin— 
cipal ; and, between eleven and twelve, 
after promiſing to, bring the former to 
dine at the Scotch College the next day, 
he took leave of his firſt patron for the 


night. 
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CHAP, XIII, 


MR. ELTON was not gone to bed when 
he returned, and very happy to learn that 
principal Douglas was till alive, and that 
the deteſted contriver of his grandſon's ſuf- 
ferings had made ſuch an ignominious exit. 
— The populace had certainly acted right in 
that inſtance ;—as to the Mackenzies, not- 
withſtanding the regard he felt for their 
eldeſt ſon, he was very much inclined to 
call them to an account reſperUng, their 
guardianſhip, 


George remonſtrated ; ; he bad given a re- 
be in full, of all demands / beſides, ſuch 
a ſcru- 
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a ſcrutiny might make him an object of idle 
_ curioſity; and bring on enquiries which would 
be very repugnant to his feelings. 


Mr. Elton gave up the point, and only 


hoped that' they would be tormented with a 
few of thoſe qualms of conſcience which had 
ſo ſeverely galled the execrable Count du 
Breuil; then hoping, ſince all his doubts 
and fears reſpecting his Martinico friends 
were thus happily relieved, George would 
enjoy a good repoſe, they. retired to their 
reſpective apartments. 


Principal Douglas had ſtill ſo many things 


to ſay to his pupil, and longed ſo much to 


be introduced to his grandfather, that he 
was at their hotel before they had done 
| breakfaſt, and was as intimate with the wor- 


thy Elton in five minutes, as if they had been 


acquaintance of forty years ſtanding.—The 
Principal delivered up his truſt, that is, gave 
George Bank receipts for the various ſums 


be had placed in the Stocks in his name. 
| | | Gp 
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I merely conſider myſelf as a truſtee 
for Madame de Valcerne,” ſaid George, as he 
looked over the papers; for I ſhould de- 
ſpiſe myſelf more than words can expreſs, 
were I to take advantage of her generolity.. 
As her huſband, and I am ſtill vain enough. 
to aſpire to that title, I ſhould have thought 
myſelf juſtified in accepting ſome part of her 
property ; but at preſent I can have no claim 
upon her fortune.” 


That is a point you * ſettle with the | 
Lady, George,” {aid Elton; * but I truſs. 


ſhe will ſoon give you a legal claim to what 
I am ſure you would hurt her very much in 
refuſing. Come, ſuppoſe we take a drive 


about Paris ; though I can't ſay it has altered 


for the better, in my opinion, ſince I was 
laſt here,” 


The Principal and George readily agreed. 


to the propoſal, and ſpent that, and ſeveral 


ſucceeding days in each other's company; 
and when they talked of ſetting off, Elton 
gave the Principal a hearty 1nvitation to 

become 
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become his gueſt, ſhould he find it expe- 
dient to leave France, That gentleman ac- 


companied them as far as St. Germains on 
the road to Dieppe, from whence they meant 


to croſs to Brighthelmſtone ; and after pro- 


miſing to renew his long interrupted cor- 
reſpondence with George, returned to Paris, 
while ey purſued their) journey. 


It was now the beginning of November, 

and not only the roads, but the weather was 
unuſually. bad for the ſeaſon. Our travellers, 
notwithſtanding, reached Dieppe without 
any accident, and learned that there was 4 
packet in port ready to put to ſea ; but the 
'wind was very unfavourable,, and continued 
ſo for three days, which they ſpent at one 
of the worſt houſes for the accommodation 
of travellers, Elton declared, that was ever 
dignified by the name of an inn; and was 
never more pleaſed than when ſummoned 
on board the veſle] deſtined to convey them 
to Great Britain. | 


They 
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They ſet ſail about three o'clock in the 
aſternoon, and as there was a very ſtrong 
breeze at ſea, came to an anchorage in 
Brightheluiſtone Bay between one and two 
o'clock in the morning, a few hours ſooner 
than he had ex ected, the Captain obſerved ; 
but as all was fate, why it was mighty well. 


It was bitterly cold, and the paſſengers 
were all anxious to get on (hore; lights 
were hung out as ſignals for boats to come 
off to the ſhip, but the night had been fo 
ſevere, that tlere was no one upon the look 
out for their arrival : and it was abſolutely 
contrary to the eitabliched rules, to land the 
paſſengers in the boats be ooging to the ſhip. 
This the Captain urged, in reply to the 
entreaties made him to that purport. But 
Mr. Elton was an invalid, and of citabliſhed 
character, well known even to Miniſters, 
therefore he thould run no riſk in taking 
him and his grandion on thore; and as he 
was going thither himtelt, why thoſe gen- 

tlemen 


tlemen were. heartily welconie to accompany 
him. 7 


lag 


They readily accepted his offer, . and : 


though conſcious that it originated in an in- 
tereſted motive, {till they gave him credit 
for thus contriving to oblige them, without 
putting it in the power of the other paſſengers 
to complain. George's dog, who was be- 

come a prodigious favourite, did not chuſe 
to be left behind; therefore jumped over- 


board, and ſmam by the ſide of the boat to 


the ſhore. 


/ 


The moment they were upon terra firma, 


Elton exclaimed— - 


« God be praiſed, I am once more in - 


Old England! Welcome to Great Britain, 

my dear fellow I- you will now find, by ex- 
perience, the difference between a French 
and an Engliſh inn,—Our's is the country 

for travelling, after all—is it not, Captain?“ 
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« Tt is indeed Sir ; which houſe do you 
mean to go to?“ 


« Oh the firſt, the' inn I always 4 


This is the moſt faſhionable water- drinking 
place in England, George; but this is no 
time to admire its beauties.“ | 


George agreed it was not a very favour- 
able light, and they haſtened forward to the 
houſe, which he expected to find little in- 
ferior to a palace, from Elton's account of 


t. The outſide ſtruck him as being very 


handſome; the Captain Knocked, while 
lion told George, who expreſſed his fears 
that every body was in bed, there was always 
bmebody up at theſe large houſes, and a 
good fire, which they ſhoald both enjoy. 
But even a ſecond knock, much more violent 
tan the firſt, obtained no notice. 


They are dead aſleep to be ſure,” cried 
ton, aſſiſting the Captain to rouſe them; 
füll the ſame filence prevailed. 


Elton 
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Elton loſt all patience, and was tempted 60 
to retract all he had (aid in praiſe of Engliſh I cor 
inns, when a laſh above their heads was open- to h 
ed, and a man demanded in a ſurly impu- <c 
dent tone | joine 
„„ aſſer 

« Who is there?“ | - year, 


« Why I thought you, and all your folks peop 
were dead, landiord,” cried the Captain; ¶ us to 
[4 here are two gentlemen, juſt landed, who * 
want admittance,” _ | Sie 
| | one 0 

He was hardly allowed to finiſh his !en- be ve 
tence, before the fellow, in a ſtill more im- datior 
pudent tone, called out “ I have no room, ¶ ſhould 
and pulled down the ſaſh with ſuch violence, I here.” 


as he ceaſed ſpeaking, as made the very} * 

| houſe ſhake. : Elton 
- | | Bright 
« Well,” exclaimed Elton, “ I was never better 


before refuſed admittance at an inn. — To very p 
ſpend my breatu now would be very uſeleſs and 1h 
—in the morning I vill return you my wy frie 


thanks, Mr. Landlord !”. 
„Wan vor. 


[1- 
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« Was there ever ſuch an impudent 


ſooundrel,“ ſaid the Captain ; © he deſerves 


to have his houſe knocked about his ears.” 


Had it been the Brighton ſeaſon,” re- 


joined Elton, „I might have credited his 
aſſertion; but, conſidering the time of 
year, I much queſtion whether he has three 
people in his houſe. —Can you recommend 
us to any other, Captain ?” 

There are ſeveral more inns in the them 
Sir,” he replied; we muſt paſs a ſmall 
one on our road to my houſe, where I ſhall 
be very happy to afford you every accommo- 
dation in my power, if our application 


ſhould prove as unſucceſsful there, as it has 


here.“ 

« You are very obliging, Captain,” ſaid 
Elton; © but let us hope that ſome of the 
Brighton publicans know their own intereſt 
bites than this inſolent fellow, who can be 
very polite I have frequently experienced, 


and I have tried to recommend him among 


my friends but no matter.“ 
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This paſſed as, they were retracing their 
ſtleps, and as they walked pretty faſt, they 
ſoon reached the inn the Captain had men- 
tioned, and perceived a light in a one pair of 

ſtairs room, nearly over the door. 


ce Somebody is up, however, ſaid the 


Captain, knocking at the door while he 
ſpoke. 


Immediately a corner of the window- 
curtain was put by in the room from whence 
the light proceeded, and a young lady, with 
a book in her hand, looked down ; ſhe was 
not able to ſee any one diſtinctly, but as 
ſhe heard different voices, ſhe inſtantly 
ſtepped back, and by the ſhade of the light 
it was ealy to diſtinguiſh that ihe was not 
alone. 


« J hope we ſhall be more fortunate here,” 


faid Elton, looking at George, whoſe eyes 


| ſeemed rivetted upon the window, and who, 
in anſwer to his ſpeech, exclatmed— 
& „ « It 


* 


Ba 
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"0c It can't be!“ 


Before Elton could aſk an explanation, the 
faſh was thrown up by a ſervant girl, who 


called out— 


Who is there ?” 


The Captain anſwered, and told her to be 
handy, if the houſe was not full, 


« Huſh | huſh!” cried the girl, & here 
is a lady very ill in this room—l am coming 


down directly;'“ and in a ſhort time they 


heard her unbolting and unlocking the 
door. 
« Shew us into a room where there is a 


good fire,” cried Elton as he entered; © the 
kitchen, if you have no other at liberty— 


any where, ſo we can but warm ourſelves.“ 

«- Lord, Sir, we have not a fire in the 
houſe, except in the fick lady's room—why 
tis pal two o'clock in the morning! 


M 2 « Then 


4 / 
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you have got unoccupied,“ replied Elton. 
 * We have not got one to {pare that has a 
fire-place, Sir; all our beft rooms are full.” 


"The Captain had taken leave of hem at 
the door, therefore they had no other re- 
ſource than to put up with theſe repeated 
_ diſappointments with patience ; and George 
ſaid he thought that they had better go to 
bed directly; they ſhould ſoon be warm if 
they laid down between the blankets. 


[1 * 


e very true, Elton replied; “ but a 
little mulled wine would be of infinite ſer- 


vice to us, and the girl can heat that by 
the ſick lady's fire.“ 
« Oh yes, Sir, for ſhe is a mortal _ 
body; but I han't got no wine to warm.“ 
« Well, but you can call your maſter, or 
a waiter, I ſuppoſe ?” ſaid Elton. 
ou As for the waiter, Sir, he han't got the 
keys of the cellar no more than me; and as 
for maſter, why he would twiſt my neck 
5 round, 


Then light one in the beſt bed-chamber 


— 
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round, as he often threatens. Howſever 1 
will try what I can do for you, gentlemen; 
but I muſt leave you in the dark, for I can't 
get at a morſel more candle,” and away ſhe 
ran. EOS RE 
«. We could not have been much worſe 
off had we landed on the other, inſtead of 
this fide of the water,” ſaid Elton; “ you 
muſt have formed a very high opinion of 
England, George.—I wiſh to God we had 

accepted the Captain's offer!“ 

George placed all their misfortunes to the 
unſeaſonable hour; and Elton declared he 
would call the maſter himſelf, if the girl did 
not bring them ſomething to eat and drink. 


In about ten minutes ſhe returned with 

ſome warm wine and a plate of biſcuits, 
which ſhe had begged for them, ſhe ſaid, of 
the fick lady's daughter, who was one of 
the beſt-tempered young PONY ſhe had 
ever ſeed, 


e She 


=. 
Ga 
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3 She came to the window when the 
| Captain knocked, did ſhe not?” ſaid George. 

Tes, Sir; and J am ſure, for a French 
body, ſhe is mortal handſome, —Her mother 
has runned away from there—though ſhe 
might as well have ſtaid, for the time ſhe has 
to live.—God, he knows, howſomnever, to 


be ſure it is better to die in one's. bed than 


to be killed !? _ J 
But pray what is her name 2” ſaid 
George, very anxiouſly. 
„How many times has Miſs made me 
try to ſpeak it ! but I can't remember it 
now if it was to ſave my ſoul.— But the can- 
dle is almoſt out, ſo you muſt make haſte, 
gentlemen, or you will be forced to go to 
bed in the dark.“ £ 
„Then ſhew us up ſtairs,” oy n. 
« and preſent our thanks to the young lady, 
and tell her we hope ſhe will allow us to re- 
peat them in perſon before we leave Brigh- 


ton. I feel, ſomehow, intereſted about her. 


But come, child. 9 


The 
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The girl took the candle, "OY to 
George— b i 


„ You had better ſtop here, Sir, till I 
come down again; for you muſt go up an- 
other pair of ſtairs to your room.“ | 


Hie choſe, however, to accompany his 
grandfather, and affiſt him to undreſs. The 
girl waited at the door till he came out again 
with the light, and then conducted him, as 
ſhe had promiſed, to the foot of 'another 
ſtaircaſe, which ſhe deſired he would aſcend 
very ſoftly, as they muſt paſs the ſick lady's 
door ; but unfortunately, juſt as ſhe reached 
the firſt landing, ſhe trod upon her apron,. 
and let her candle — . | 


« How lucky per che cried; but deſired 
him to ſtand ſtill while ſhe went, and lit it 
in the lady's room. They were cloſe to her 
door; and the glimpſe George had caught 
of the young lady's face, made him very 
curious to obtain a better view ; there was 

14 a poſ- 
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a poſſibility that ſhe was the perſon ſhe 
had reminded him of, and at all events he 
was determined to be ſatisfied before he left 
Brighton. The girl opened the, door very 
cautiouſly, and cloſed it after her; but as 
ſhe came out again, he heard ſomebody from 
within deſire her to come in again before ſhe 
went to bed. 

The voice was familiar to him—his heart 
beat high—ſtill he doubted the evidence of 


R - > | 
his ears, and exclaimed, as he had done 


before— 


9 It « can't be!” 

What cant be, Sir?“ ſaid the . 
niſhed chamber- maid. 11550 

« Nothing, my girl,” following her up 
ſtairs, conſcious that this was not a time of 

night to requeſt an audience of ladies, one 

of whom was very ill; but the moment he 


reached his bed- chamber, he began once 


more to queſtion the gd concerning the 
foreigners. : 


Her 


e 
e 
t 
V 


R 
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Her anſwers increaſed his curiofity ſomuch, 
that he was determined to be ſatisfied before 
he went to reſt, convinced he ſhould not 
ſleep while he remained in this doubtful ſuſ- 
penſe; he therefore wrote with his pencil 


upon the cover of a letter which he had in 


his Pocket: — 


« If the ladies to whom theſe lines are 
addreſſed, were ever acquainted with a per- 


ſon of the name of Harcourt, he ſhould 


eſteem it a particular favour to be permitted 
to pay his reſpects to them; if not to-night, 
as early as they can make it convenient to 

receive him in the morning.“ | 


He gave this note to the girl, and deſired 
ſhe would carry it to the young lady. If 
ſhe was the perſon he ſuſpected, ſhe would 
be happy to find that ſhe had ſo intimate a 
friend ſo near ; and if they were ſtrangers to 
him, what he had written could not give 


them offence. This he told the girl upon 


her heſitating to deliver his miſſive; he ſoon 
R 5 OVer- 
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overruled her ſcruples, and had the ſatisſfac- 
tion to 8 her walk down n. 

He followed her to the head of the ſtairs, 
and ſaw her enter the ſick room. Profound 
ſilence prevailed for a few ſeconds, when he 
heard the perſon, whoſe voice he thought he 
recognized, exclaim in accents of rapture — 


ce 0 mon Dieu ! mon Dien ma chere 
Maman oo 


| Wnconſiod of what he did, George 

haſtened down to the door, which the girl 
had left upon the jar, juſt in time to hear 
uttered in a, plaintive tone— 


«© What tranſports my child? From 


whence comes the note you have in is 

hand ?” 

* Oh Mama!“ Tears of j Joy prevented be 

from proceeding. 8 

Give me the paper,” led the. invalid, 

« and hold the candle |” : | 
3 She 


She 
ouſly 


CN 


my pr 
witho! 
Albert 
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She was obeyed, and almoſt inftantane- 
ouſly ſaid— p 


« My God, I thank thee ! Thou haſt heard 
my prayers—I ſhall now reſign my breath 
wthout a murmur I— Let me fee him, 
Albertine.—I know this is his writing.“ 


George's late doubts were now all vaniſh- 
ed, though his agitation very much in- 
creaſed, as he was now certain that the 
ſpeaker was the woman to whom his heart 
had been fo long devoted—the truly amiable 
Baronne de Valcerne, and her companion 
ber lively daughter, the youthful Albertine. 
In his joyful ecſtacy he put his hand upon 
the lock of the door, but delicacy prevented 
him from giving way to his firſt impulſe; 
he ſtepped back, anxiouſly waiting for the 
expected ſummons ; no longer in need of a 
fre, a warm glow had ſucceeded his late 
chillneſs, his pulſe beat quick, and every 
nerve ſeemed to participate in his rapture. 

M 6 . mn 
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After another ſhort ſilence, he heard the in- 
tereſting invalid ſay— 


I am better now. Go and ſeek him, 
my child. — No, ſtop, raiſe my pillows firſt!” 


Albertine was in too great haſte to execute 
the firſt order, to attend to the ſecond ; ſhe 


flew to the door, followed by the girl, fay- 
ing 


« Lead me to him, to the gentleman who 
ſent the note,“ haſtening forward before her 
guide, and found herſelf in the arms of the 
object of her ſearch the Infant ſhe was 
out of the x room. 


Exceſs of joy is, undoubtedly, as painful 
for the moment as exceſs of grief; a violent 
flood of tears relieved her burſting heart 
The ſervant, neither expecting that George 
was ſo near, nor prepared for ſuch a meet 
ing, ſtepped ſo far back in the paſſage th 

| ſhe muſt have fallen down the ſtairs, if ſhc 


hac 


> IN» 


him, 


{1 


cute 
he 
ſay- 
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had not caught hold of the banifters. The 


buſtle ſhe made rouſed Albertine, who raiſ- 
ing her ming eyes, ſaid 


* Oh my dear friend, are we thus bleſſed | 
—my poor mother will expire with joy, I am 
afraid ; but do come in,” leading him to 


the bedſide, and undrawing the curtains, 


which diſcovered to his view the woman he 
had ſo fervently adored, pale, and almoſt 


| lifeleſs to appearance; her fine eyes were 


languid and heavy, and every feature parti- 
cipated in the fad change. She put out her 
hand as he advanced, while a faint ſmile 
irradiated her woeworn countenance, 


« Two years have elapſed this very even- 
ing, my dear Harcourt, ſince our cruel ſe- 


- paration, which I hardly wiſhed to ſurvive, 
—Oh what reaſon you have had to deplore 


my fatal partiality ! 


« ] entreat, my amiable friend, we may. 


only look forward*; though to find you thus 
indiſpoled, greatly damps my preſent felicity, 


yet 
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yet 1 rejoice, more than I can expreſs, 


to ſee you in England,” preſſing her trem- 


bling hand to his lips; when, to his infinite 


terror, he felt it cold and lifeleſs, and per- 
ceived that the overjoyed: invalid had fainted 


upon her AY 


e by no means ſo much alarm- 
ed ; ſhe entreated him to compoſe his ſpi- 
rits, while ſhe applied the uſual remedies, 


and aſſured him that her mother would ſoon 


recover. The joytul ſurpriſe had proved too 
much for her, and ſhe was become ſubject 
to theſe fits, 


In leſs than ten minutes Madame de Val- 
cerne verified her predictions, and feemed 
flattered by George's viſible anxiety. He 
enquired what advice they had had ?—The 
firſt the town afforded, Albertine affured 
him, and the gentlemen had all declared 

that they would be anfwerable for her mo- 
ther 8 . if ſhe followed their pre- 
1 ſcriptions; 


| ſcrij 
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ſcriptions; 3 but impatience to pen her 


journey had retarded her cure. 


& J believe it has, rejoined the Baronne; 
te but ſince I have once more ſeen the per- 


ſon I expected to find in London, I hope I 
ſhall bear my confinement with more pa- 
tience than I have hitherto done. How 
well you look, my dear Harcourt, to what 
I dared to expect! for what has not that 


moſt execrable of all villains, the Count 


du Breuil, made us both ſuffer !—Both, do 
I fay—what have my ſufferings. been when 
compared with your's Can you conceive 
my tranſports when I received your letter 
from Moudon ?—Yes, the heart that dic- 
tated that epiſlle, can judge what my feelings 
were How I blefled that excellent grand- 
father of your's !—but for his kind enquiries, 
what might have become of you, landed as 
you were in ſuch a diſtant clime But 
have you ſeen Principal Douglas? You men- 


tioned your intention of paying him a viſit,” . 


George 


PP 
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George briefly related his adventures ſince 
his departure from Moudon; and then, 
with unaffected ſincerity, renewed his for- 


mer ſuit. She ſmiled at his earneſtneſs, and 
in reply ſaid-— 

* There was a time, my dear Harcourt, 
when I looked forward to our union with the 
agreeable certainty of contributing to your 
. ; but 1 dare no longer indulge that 
pleaſing idea; reduced to the mere ſhadow 
of my former ſelf, ſhould J recover my health, 
my ſmall pretenſions to beauty are all fled, 
and my proſpects are ſtrangely altered; —ſo 
are your's, my beloved George. But I ſee 
I pain your generous heart; - permit me for 

the preſent to wave ſo delicate a ſubject, and 


tell me how you came to Brighton ?—I did 


intend diſpatching an expreſs to London to- 
morrow, to requeſt your company, finding 
myſelf ſo unable to purſue my journey.“ 


George related the trivial event to which 
they owed the pleaſure they enjoyed, add- 
| ing, 
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inn 
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ing, that had they been taken in at the great 
inn, he ſhould indubitably have left Brighton 
without ſeeing her, as he was all impatience 
to reach London, where he 8 to final 
letters from Martinico. 


„How thankful I ought to be!” ſaid 
the invalid; © Fortune ſtood my friend this 


evening. I had long determined to viſit 
England ere your welcome packet arrived, 


and had in conſequence diſpoſed of the chief 


part of my eſtates, and at different times 


ſent over the produce to be placed 1n your 
funds, through the means of a truſty agent. 
Martinico, after your departure, became 
hateful to me; and the Revolution, which 
brought to light, the perfidy of. that vileſt of 
all vile beings that ever diſgraced a human 


form, made me reſolve to ſeek a refuge in 


Great Britain as ſoon as I could do it with 
prudence. 1 therefore continued to turn 
my property into money, part of which 
I ſent to Principal Douglas, for whoſe uſe 
I need not add; indeed a latent hope that 
TEE | you 
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you would benefit by my care, made me 
more attentive than I ſhould otherwiſe have 

been, in my weak dejected ſtate, to money 
matters: and upon the whole I have been 
very fortunate ; though my income will of 
neceſlity be conſiderably reduced. But 1 
have found the inefficiency of riches. — 
. How gladly would J have parted with every 
farthing I poſſeſſed, to procure your liberty 
The receipt of your letter made me reſolve 
to bring my anſwer in perſon, and ow! find 1 
have got thus far on n ee 


She would bare entered | into ſeveral moro 
details, but George perceiving her very 
much fatigued, took his leave, entreating 
Albertine would let him know the moment 
her mother was awake in the morning. 
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CHAP. xIV. 


z 


Tas, in many reſpects, unexpected meet - 


ing totally baniſhed ſleep from Harcourt's, 


or rather Elton's, pillow : he flattered himſelf 
that ſhe would ſoon recover, and determined 
to convince her, now he had it ſo much in 
his power, of the diſintereſtedneſs of his re- 
gard. To renew his former engagements 
was a matter of courſe; but he meant to 
iniſt upon her ſettling her own fortune upon 
her daughter at her death; while ſnhe lived, 
ſhe had a right to enjoy her revenue, and he 
meant ſhe ſhould do ſo. All he would ac- 
cept ſhould be the twenty thouſand pounds 


now ſtanding in his name in the Three 
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Per Cents, —Albertine Would not have it to Thi 
ſay that her mother's partiality in his favour Nſeren 
had deprived her of what he looked upon and th 
as her right. He had conſented to have his ſWquite | 
former marriage ſettlements drawn agreeably Wjuſt ur 
to Madame de Valcerne's directions; but ſhe pre 
had previouſly declared to the Marquis de Mother « 
| Fierval that he ſhould add a clauſe, byWery ſe 
which he intended to have made over what - the nig 
ever ſhe might have ſettled upon him, tobe call; 
her daughter at his death. As her huſband, MWtinguiſ 
he ſhould have thought himſelf entitled to countr. 
the life- intereſt; but as Mr. Elton's heir, Hand he 
the caſe was altered, and he ſhould convince to Geo 
the generous Baronne that it was her heart, Ito lay 
Not her riches, he coveted. maid, 
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Eager to conſult his kind friend, he roſt 
the moment he heard people moving in the 
| houſe, that he might ſecure a room. for hö 
reception, and ſee there was a good fire; 
but found that he need not have been {0 
2 | 


Thei 
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to Their ſervants, who were landed about 
ur even o'clock, had come in ſearch of them, 
jon Hand their appearance had put the little inn 
his Mquite in a buſtle. The landlord, who was 
bly Wjuſt up, gave orders for the beſt parlour to 
out Mbe prepared, a goud fire made, with every 
de Mother ez cetera; and rated the chambermaid 
by very ſeverely for not having called him in 
at- the night. She pleaded his general orders; 
tobe called her a ſtupid fool, who could not diſ- 
nd, Mtinguith gueſts of ſuch conſequence from 
 tofclcountry-riders : however the harm was done, 
zeit, Wand he had only to make a thouſand excuſes 
nce to George the moment he came down, and 
art, ſto lay all the blame upon his ignorant 
maid, | 


Mr. Elton joined them before he had con- 
duded, and readily accepted his apology. 
As ſoon as they had got rid of him, George 
entered upon his ſtory, The good man was 
ry happy that they had arrived ſo a- propos, 
$ he thought his grandſon's preſence would 
contribute, more than any medicine, to the 
invalid's 
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invalid's recovery ; and, if ſhe could be re- | 
moved with ſafety, they would look out for | Epe 
a houſe after they had ſeen her. They won- upo! 
dered ſhe was ſo unattended, but ſuppoſed ſhe refu 


thought F rench Weſt India ſervants would apall 
be very troubleſome i in England. a ſo 
be a 


Mr. Elton's es came - in with their 


breakfaſt, t to receive his maſter's orders, who 
enquired how he found them out ? conv 
- * „„ and 
« We went to the inn you always uſed, reſpe 
Sir; the landlord was very glad to ſee us, tine 
but was quite aſtoniſhed when we aſked after role, 
you; till he recollected having been dil. *©'Y 
turbed, and declared, had he known who lituat 
it was, he would have given up his own bed did n 
rather than you ſhould have been obliged 1ntroc 
to go any where elle, and defired i me to make MW moth 
his excuſes.” | woule 
c Was the flies? 8 houſe full, as he told venie 
us? 
I ſaw no ſigns of company, Sir.“ Th 
FFC repliex 


c Then 


hen 
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« 'Then you may tell him that I will never 


expoſe myſelf to his inſults again depend 


upon it he ſhall never have the pleaſure of 
refuſing me, or any of my friends, admittance 
again. But go and get the baggage on ſhore 
as ſoon as you can; a change of linen will 


be a luxury to us both.“ 


The ſervant retired, and they reſumed the 
converſat ion his entrance had broken in upon, 
and were debating many important points 
reſpecting future arrangements, when Alber - 
tine Knocked at the door. George inſtantly 
roſe, gueſſing who it was; ſhe ſeemed in 
very high ſpirits, conſidering her mother's 
ſituation, the old gentleman thought, but 
did not make the remark. After the uſual 
introductory compliments, ſhe ſaid her 
mother had been too happy to ſleep, and 
would be glad to ſee them as ſoon as con- 
venient. 


They only waited her permiſſion, George 
replied, as both his n. and him- 
ſelf 


* 
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ſelf were anxious to make their perſonal en- 
quiries after her health. 5 


Elton entreated ſhe would ſtep forward to 
prepare the lady for their viſit, The mo- 
ment ſhe was gone, George aſked his grand- 
father what he thought of his intended 
| davghter-in- law? 


£4 y to be very 1 my dear fel- 


low, ſhe is rather too much of a French 
woman for my taſte.— like to ſee young 
People gay at proper times and ſeaſons; but 
this young lady's joy at ſeeing you, ſeems 
to have made her forget her mother's illneſs. 
But don't let me be cenſorious; ; ſhe is a very 
fine girl, and, I dare ſay, poſſeſſes many 
amiable qualities ;—ſo come along, for I am 
very impatient to ſee her mother.” 


This was literally truth, for Elton thought 
it rather ſurpriſing that George ſhould have 
diſpoſed of his heart in favour of a woman 


of Madame de Valcerne's age ; and what 
| but 
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but a very ſtrong prior attachment could 
have made him indifferent to the marked 
preference of Lady Juliana Valtravers ! 


The invalid was raiſed up in bed to re- 
ceive them: her pallid cheeks were tinged 
with a glow of pleaſure as they approached, 


and her eyes {ſeemed to have recovered ſome 


of their former brilliancy. That ſhe had 
been beautiful in the extreme, Elron was 
convinced; and if ſhe recovered her health, 
he was certain ſhe would, notwithſtanding 
her age, be infinitely handſomer than her 
daughter; indeed there was not the ſlighteſt 
reſemblance between them : prepared as he 
was to admire her, ſhe far ſurpaſſed his ex- 
pectation. The attachment ſhe had ſo no- 
bly evinced for his favourite George, was a 
ſufficient recommendation to his favour, and 
from the moment he was introduced to her, 
he felt ſtrongly intereſted in her welfare, and 
reſolved to do all that laid in his power to 
contribute to her recovery and future feli- 
city. 7 
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She received: the old gentleman with a 
native eaſe and dignity which had never for- 
ſaken her dHring her ſevereſt trials, and as 
the natural friend and protector of the man 
ſhe loved, far ſuperior to any ſpecies of af- 
fectation; ſhe acknowledged ſhe found her- 
ſelf better, and rather hoped that ſhe ſhould 
yet bear the name ſo dear to her heart. 


« Yes, my dear George, to find I till 
retain the ſame place in your affection 1 did 
when you ſo nobly, ſo frankly confeſſed your 
ſentiments to our joint friend, the amiable 
Madame de Fierval, has almoſt perfected 
my cure :—an enervating weakneſs is al 
that remains of my paſt complaints.” 

« Then let me hope that you will ſoon 
give me a legal right to become your head 
nurſe,” replied the grateful Harcourt ; * but 
do you think you could bear the fatigue of 
a removal? for this is really a very ineligible 
fituation for you; and I dare fay we ſhall 
be able to procure a fiouſe, or . at 


no great diſtance from this inn. 
| . «c Then 
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c Then I will trouble you to look out for 
me,” replied the invalid; © you muſt think 
it ſtrange to find me without any female at- 


tendants, but to tell you the truth, I dared 
not let any of my! houſehold know that I was 
going never to return. One of the Mar- 


chioneſs de Fierval's women, who wiſhed 
to return to France, failed with us from 
Martinico; we left her at St. Maloes, where 
we landed, as I wiſhed to ſee ſome friends 
who reſide in that city, with whom we 
ſpent a few days: and I had thought of pro- 
viding myſelf with a ſervant there, till 1 
found ſuch a ſpirit of independence now per- 
vades the lower claſs of French; I therefore 
altered my mind, certain that I ſhould ſuit 
myſelf more to my ſatisfaction in England, as 
ſoon as en able to look about me.? 


Elton perfectly agreed with her;? and, as 


it grew late, he ſet out with George in ſearch 


of a houſe large enough to accommodate 


them all, as their ſtaying at Brighton till 
Madame de Valcerne was ſufficiently reco- 


- 7 "ate vered 
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vered to accompany them to town, Was a 
matter of courſe. 5 

They met with what they were in ſearch 
of upon the Steine, and ordered it to be 
prepared for their immediate reception, and 
proper houſehold ſervants to be engaged, as 
they meant to remove that evening, if the 
Ph yſician made no objections. 


On heir from | they were. overtaxen by 
the polite landlord of the large Inn, who, 


having bowed ry reſpe&tfully to Mr. Elton, 


laid — 


« J was told, Sir, by Mr. „as J 
paſſed his houſe this moment, that you had 
taken it fora week certain; I hope——” 


Elton made a full ſtop, and fixed his eyes 
upon the orator, who alſo ſropped, and bowed 
the ſecond t time. p 


ce Well, Sir whey! 1s 1 you is * 
5 5 | 1 cc That 
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t That if you want any thing in my way, 
you will permit me to ſerve you as uſual ;— 
have the ſame cook I have heard you praile, 


and defy any mari to ſell better wines; my 


ſtabling is alſo very good, and very near the 
houſe you have taken.“ 

« Conſidering how much you bave got 
above your buſineſs, I am aſtoniſhed that 
you ſhould condeſcend to ſolicit my cuſ- 
tom ; however, you may ſave your breath ; 


it is not worth my while to treat you as you 


nchly deſerve, ſince there are other 1nns in 
the town ; beſides, though unintentionally, 


you have done me a very eſſential ſervice. 


But depend upon it, while there is a bottle 
of wine, or a dinner to be had within twenty 
miles, I will not apply to you for either.“ 


The mortified tellow, who was no longer 
going their way, turned upon his heel, and 
left them to purſue their walk. 


Elton ſaid he was glad he had afforded 
him an opportunity, he ſhould not have 
"3 fought, 
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ſought, to tell kim: his ſentiments ; alledg- 
ing, that people who, like him, lived by the 
public in general, could not os too indiſcri- 
minately polite. , 8 


As they: * their 3 inn, | they met the 
| phyſician who attended Madame de Val- 
cerne, in the paſſage, upon his return from 
"viſiting his patient. Particularly anxious to 
hear his opinion of her diſorder, they re- 
queſted him to walk into their parlour, and 
informed him of the meaſures they had been 
taking for her removal, re ſuch a ſtep 
met his eee 


Why really, gentlemen, this lady's 


complaint is one of thoſe which baffle the 


moſt ſkilful of my profeſſion— her ſpirits are 
much more than equal to her ſtrength. I 
am afraid her recovery is doubtful ; it is 
poſhble ſhe may linger a ſhort time longer — 
ſtill, I own, ſhe has every ſymptom of an 
approaching diſſolution ;—fortunately ſhe 
ſeems 1 N to her fate.— Tour 

arrival 
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arrival, gentlemen, has greatly contributed 


to tranquillize her mind : ſhe fancied herſelf 


much better this morning, ſhe has told me, 
but I am forry to ſay, it was only fancy, 
She nom talks of making ſome alteration 1n 
her will, and has requeſted me to ſend her 
my ſolicitor, whom indeed [ recommended : 
and I muſt candidly acknowledge, if ſhe has 
any thing of importance to ſettle, it ought 
not to be delayed; nor ſhould” I adviſe her 


to think of removing till ſhe has arranged 


all her _— affairs to her nnn, 


— 


Elton was edge hurt, as he had | 


really entertained great hopes of her reco- 
very; but it would be almoſt impoſſible to 
define the feelings of George, conſcious as 
he was, that love for him, and regret for his 


loſs, had reduced Madame de Van, to her | 


Bent extremity. 


6 And are there 2 hopes, Sir?“ he 


anxiouſly, and in a tone of nn 


aſked, the phyſician, 
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1 dare not, flatter you, Sir; this vw 
been a complaint of long ſtanding, and has 


taken too ſtrong a hold for medicine to be of 


any ſervice ; nor will 1 recommend a re- 
moval till I have ſeen the lady again, which 
I mean to 5 early 1 in the evening.” 


The yak then took his VERY Elton 
endeavoured to reconcile his afflicted grand- 
ſon to the impending loſs he ſeemed ſo likely 
to ſuſtain. He did not attempt to conſole 
him by thoſe common- place arguments in 
every body's mouth on ſuch occaſions he 
merely requeſted he would bear his ſorrows 
like a man, and recollect that it was very 
much in his power to render the laſt mo- 
ments of Madame de Valcerne comparatively 
happy ;—unavailing grief would not effect a 


miracle in her favour, though it might. ren- 


der him incapable of attending to her laſt 
requeſts: the phyſician was not infallible, 
yet he was afraid Bis prognoſtics were no 
Profs of his want of kill“ 


4 «© However, 
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cc. However, God's will be done!” he 

continued; death, to ſuch a woman, can 
only be the forerunner of eternal bliſs ! EY 
** | a 


*Albeiffine koocked at their door, as he 


concluded, to tell them her mother wiſhed 


to ſee them. She had been in tears, and 
faid her mother had fainted twice fince they 
left her, and ſeemed very weak and low; 
ſhe was deſirous of making ſome alteration in 
her will, and talked as if ſhe: no longer en- 
tertained any hopes of her recovery. 


" But don't you think ſhe will get the 


better of her complaint, my dear friend ?*” / 


laid ſhe, addreſſing George. 


dare not argue upon the ſubje&, 

Albertine, as my future happineſs depends, 
in many reſpects, upon the reſtoration of 
her health. I am afraid my abrupt appear- 
ance laſt night was too great a ſurpriſe in her 
weak ſtate J ought to have acted with 
more precaution but let us join ber—I 

ws 
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„ HARCOURT. 
am impatient to enquire how he finds 
| herſelf.” > - 5 
They proceeded up ſtairs. Madame de 
Valcerné was rather low, but ſeemed per- 
fectly calm and compoſed; and almoſt im- 
mediately diſmiſſing her daughter, acknow- 
ledged ſhe found a ſtrange alteration for the 
worſe within the laſt hour, and thought ſhe 
ſhould not be able, 'as ſhe had hoped, to be 
removed that evening ;—ſhe might be better 
in the morning; if not, ſhe had the conſola- 
tion to reflect that all her worldly affairs were 
ſettled. 


« made my will,“ ſhe continued, ſoon 
after my arrival in England—of courſe ap- 
pointed you my executor, my dear Har- 


court; and will you give me your word of 


honour that you will conform in every re- 
ſpe& to my wiſhes ?—A paper, which I 
have ſubjoined to the deed in queſtion, will 
convince you that L have done more than 
. my 


1ds 


my duty by my daughter; but I love my 


Albertine!““ 


George endeavoured to conceal. his emo- 
tion, while he aſſured her, as far as honour 
would permit him to comply with her 
decrees, he ſhould ever look upon them as 


cred. - 


«2 perfect underſtand you, Harcourt 


I know What your ſcruples are, and am 
happy I have broke through a reſolution 1 


had once formed, fince I find upon no other 
conditions you would have executed my 
will but truſt to my honour in this caſe, 


and believe me you may ſafely make the pro- 


miſe which will contricute ſo. much to my 
ſat isfaction.“ 


Harcourt no longer heſitated to oblige 
her, but entreated ſhe would not give way 
to ſuch melancholy reflections: while he. 
preſſed the hand to his lips ſhe had preſented, 
a manly tear, which he in vain endeavoured. 

* 6. | either 
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276 HaRCOURT. 
either to reſtrain or diſperſe, fell upon 


it. 


] have diſtreſſed your generous heart, 


my dear George,” ſaid ſhe, kiſſing the drop 
of ſenſibility on her hand; * but I thought 


it neceſſary to exact the promiſe you have ſo 
kindly given me. Should I not recover, we 
ſhall, I truſt, meet in a far better place, 
where we ſhall be requited for all our luffer- 
ings; and may ſome more fortenate- wo- 
man than myſelf, equally capable of ap- 

preciating your merits, fall to your ſhare | * 


Sbe ſunk upon SE pillow as ſhe coribluded, 
quite exhauſted ; and as the lawyer arrived 
to make the propoſ- alterations in her will, 
Elton and George immediately retired.— 
Soon after, though they had neither of them 
much appetite, they ſat down to dinner, 
each expreſſing their wiſhes, rather than 
their hopes, that Madame de Valcerné 
would yet be able to purſue her journey.— 
They were reaſoning upon the probability of 
ſuch 
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ſuch an event, when Albertine joined them: 
the lawyer was come, ſhe ſaid; her mother 


had eat a very hearty dinner, conſidering 
her ſituation, and had ſent her to requeſt 
they would drink their coffee with her. 


They made no objections, and found her 


in far better ſpirits than when they quitted 


her. George ſat down upon the ſide of the 
bed, and Elton and Albertine at a table near 
the fire: for ſome time the converſation 
was pretty general, but ſoon after ſhe had 
finiſhed her ſecond cup.ot coffee, tie faint 
remains of colour that ſtili tinge] her cheeks, 


totally faded—her lips changed to a deadly 


white—the made an effort to ipeak, but her 
voice failed her, Exceſſively alarmed, 


George called to Albertine; but before ſhe 


could reach the bed, her mother rather re- 
vived, and was able to articulate, in a faint 
whiſper — 


« Tam better—my dinner does not agree 


with me, that 1s all,” waving her hand for 
: Albertine 


4 . 


"gys | , | mwaRcounres © 


Albertine to reſume the ſeat ſhe had quitted, | 


and motioning for George to draw nearer, 
He did as ſhe defired, and having rather re- 
covered her voice, ſhe fixed her languid eyes: 
upon him, ſaying— , 4 3 

4 3 1 


ee I feel we are doomed. to Pat once 
more, my Tear Harcourt, ſuffer me to enter 
into a few neceflary details relative to the 


future. I have left you the guardian of my 


daughter, becauſe I am thoroughly acquaint- | 
ed with your excellent principles; only re- 


member, if you diminiſſi your own fortune 
to increaſe her's, you forfeit. your word, and 
break the promiſe. you ſo ſolemnly. made me 
a few hours fince.—You. will find I have 


done my duty by her z—I have merely 


laid upon her the ſame reſtrictions her 


late father did.— His wilt © is incloſed in 
min; and I defire, if ſhe lays herſelf open 


to it, that you will act up to the very letter 
of both.—In a box, containing my papers 
and other effects of value, you will find me- 


| morangluims concer ning all my money af- 
* 5 | fairs. 


they may be of ſome, value in your eyes, as 


faltered - ſhe put out both her arms - leaned 
her head upon the boſom of her agitated = 
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fairs. My daughter is amply provided with 
jewels, &c, therefore, have thoſe you will 
find belonging to me, ſet for your own uſe; 


they will at leaſt ſerve to remind you of their 
former owner. Here is the key of the box 
J allude tg,” taking one from under her 
pillow ; *« put it into your pocket—T ſhall 
then know it is ſecure,” 


E 


— 


5 Not oaks to contradict her, George 
obey ed; and ſhe continued to converſe with 5 
bim a feu minutes longer, when her voice 


companion —and, after a few ſeconds, was 
juſt able to articulate—* Oh my God l 
preſſed the hand (he held between her own 
—hedved a 5 expired 


Li 


George, who was Git e ſhe had 
breathed her laſt, but was fearful of alarm- 
ing Albertine, whole eyes were not directed 


that way, by _— depoſited his lifeleſs 
5 . burthen 


DD — 
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burthen upon the pillow ; he roſe, with a 
heart too full for utterance, and made Elton 
a ſign he inſtanily underſtood, and as in- 
ſtantly requeſted Albertine would accom- 
pany him down ſtairs; —preſuming her mo- 


ther might wiſh to have ſome private con- 
verſation with her young friend, ſhe was not 


ſurpriſed at the requeſt. 


George remained behind, gazing in ſilent 


anguiſh upon the placid countenance of the 
deceaſed. The entrance of the landlady and 
a maid-ſervant, whom Mr. Elton had ſent 
up ſtairs, broke into his reverie, and he 


haſtily withdrew to the apartment he had 


occupied the preceding night, regretting 
that he had not proceeded, inſtead of writ- 


ing, to Martinicc, the moment it was in his 
power; he might then, he conceived, have 


been in time to ſave the departed ſaint. 


While he. was thus unjuſtly mingling ſelf- 
reproach with regret, Mr. Elton was break- 
ing the melancholy tidings to Albertine, 
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who bore the ſhock, he thought, with in- 
finite fortitude; though ſhe inſtantly burſt 
into a violent flood of tears on fight of the 
phyſician, who, underſtanding that he could 
no longer be of ſervice to his patient, came 
politely to make an offer of his houſe to 
her daughters till whoever was appointed 
her guardian, could meet with a more 
eligible, or what they might think a more 
proper fituation, He was a mairied man, 
had ſeveral daughters about her age, and 
had promiſed Madame de Valcerne, ſhould 
ſhe be taken off before the arrival of 
thoſe' friends ſhe daily meant to ſend for; 
that he would take Albertine un? his pro- 
tection. 

Ibis he mentioned to Mr. Elton, who, 
flattered by his politeneſs, and conſcious that 
the young lady would be very awkwardly 
ſituated either at the inn, or at the houſe 
he had taken, with only male companions, 
readily _ to the Doctor's conſiderate 
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Having thus happily diſpoſed of one of the 
orphans, whom he now conſidered placed by 
Providence under his care, he went in ſearch 
of the other, after he had given the neceſſary 


orders to have every thing belonging to the 


deceaſed, removed to the houſe prepared 
for their reception, as he preſumed George 
would not chuſe to leave Brighton till e 
the funeral. | 

He found him rather compoſed, and very 
ready to leave the 1nn ;—they therefore im- 
mediately proceeded to their new habita- 
tion; and Mr. Elton's friendly conſolation 
and juſt reflections, reconciled him to himſelf 
before he retired for the night; for, as that 


— — 


gentleman truly obſerved, the Revolution 


would have drove Madame de Valcern from 
Martinico, had he been out of the queſtion; 
and he might as well accuſe her of being ac- 
ceflary to Count du Breuil's plot, as himſelf 


of being ſo to her death. A variety of cir- 


cumſtances had certainly haſtened that de- 
plorable event ; Riill it ought to afford him 
. M infinite 


FV 


1 


| prove the regard he bore her by conforming 


ſacred by the affecting charges ſhe gave him 


+ _ _. "Wwarcovkr. WF -- 


infinite-conſolation that he was ſo near her 8 


in her laſt moments ;—and he .muft now 


in every reſpect to her will, rendered doubly 


prior to her diſſolution. That ſhe was reap- 
ing the reward of her numerous virtues, it 
would be impiety to doubt; therefore it 
was ſelfiſh to repine.— Thus reaſoned the 
excellent Elton, and he had the pleaſure to 
perceive his arguments had the deſired effect, 


as George ſeemed almoſt reſigned to the in- 
ſcrutable ways of Providence. 
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TEE next morning Mr. Elton told George 
that the will ought to be immediately read, 


as ſuch deeds ſometimes contained orders or 
inſtructions which could not be too ſoon ful- 
filled. The attorney who made it was 
therefore ſent for ; and as he told them that 
Mr. Harcourt, whom he underſtood from 
the deceaſed was the youngeſt of the gentle- 
men he was then in company with, was her 
ſole executor, they proceeded immediately 
to buſineſs; and George, as he rather ex- 
pected, found that ſhe had bequeathed him 
her whole remaining property (the principal 
o five thouſand a-year, which ſhe left her 


daughter, 


„ 


- 


% 
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 davehter; excepted), with a letter addreſſed 
to himſelf incloſed, as was the Baron's will, 


in the deed they were peruſing, reconciled 
Harcourt to what he would otherwiſe have 


| thought a very improper” diſtribution of her 


rien as he found, after examining all her 
memorandums, that he was to come into 
poſſeſſion of upwards of 8 thouſand 


a- N 5 


— 


The ate Baron had left Albertine three + 
thouſand a-year, which: was all his private 
property, George diſcovered upon looking ' 
over his will; and ſhe forfeited all claim to 


that if ſhe married without Madame la 
Baronne de Valcerne's conſent ; ſuch were the 
exact words of the deed; and the Baronne had 
put her bequeſt under ſimilar reſtrictions, 


leaving the whole to her executor, if Alber- 


tine did not conſult him in her choice of a 
huſband. 7 


George thought this F very nge 
clauſe, as it appeared to him hardly poſſible 
that 


ac JOVE . 2 — "I 5 A p 5 oF 
5 amn Sree ee 
n Ot; 8 der 2 * W 4 na ogg i. _— 
7 — 7 „ 2 5 S N So WOE a; : — 4 
N 9 Ree IE F — 
* ” "NS. ASK % A RECs — 4 


3 


n 
5 — WAN A OF Ee mos Oe. 
— Et ADA AIC or Beret. 
— AGO" 


7 - 
4 z 
5 
5 
jo 
* 
. 
5 
* 
1 
Fo 
& 
W; 
5 
+ 
* 
1 
; 4 
ke 


* 


4 


286 Fo? HARCOURT, * 8 


that ſhe could make a choice which would 
meet his diſapprobation, and was rather 
aſtoniſhed, as ſhe did make ſome trifling al- 
teration in her will after ſhe had ſeen'Mr. 
Elton, "that ſhe had not at leaſt joined his 


name in the truſt, as he could not help Wl? 
thinking his age made him a very unfit for 
guardian for a young perſon, left almoſt Col 
+» triendleſs in a foreign country, without any 
female relatives to guide her future conduct. 8 
He therefore determined to conſult Mr. Elton m 
in every ung W ward. . hel 
| | " tha 
- Ya the Baronne bad not mentioned het n 
being privy to the reaſons which induced Ban 
her to make him her principal heir, he de- ſhe 
termined not to ſhew her the letter which' fore 
had convinced him that ſhe hid a very juſt wit 
right to bequeath her fortune to {oa ſhe Dr. 
Chat. 7” | e tak 
E a Sk 2278 ſeaſ 
To Mr. Elton he was not equally * Ma 
ed, and to him alſo he delegated the acting wy 


part of his truſt; that gentleman, therefore, 
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gave the en reſpecting the funeral, and 
undertook to read the will to Albertine, and 
to aſſure her, i in her young guardian's name, 


that he ſhould make it his firſt buſineſs 
when he arrived in London, to provide 
. a proper and agreeable place of reſidence 


for her, ſuitable to her fortune and former 
connections. e 


* 


She was happy to ſee the old gentleman | 


much leſs affected (though he could not 


help lamenting her late melancholy loſs) 


than his favourite George; and appeared by 
no means aſtoniſhed at the diſtribution the 
Baronne had made of her fortune ; ſhe hoped 
ſhe ſhould ſee Mr. Elton, junior, often be- 


fore he left Brighton, and ſeemed ſo ſatisfied 


with her ſituation, that Elton, finding 


Dr. and Mrs. Benſon were in the habit of 
taking genteel female boarders during the 
ſeaſon, entreated that they would permit 


Mademoiſelle de Valcerne- to remain with 
them for the preſent, upon the ſame terms. 
This they readily agreed to, as his offers 
were, 
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were, like himſelf, truly liberal; they pro- 

miſed to procure her a maid- ſervant, and to 

make every thing perfectly * to their 

new inmate. ; 

Thus relieved from ſo delicate and, in 
ſome reſpects, troubleſome a charge, George 
felt a great weight taken off | his mind; he F 
ſtill mourned fincerely for the deceaſed, and 


| : ; ; . char 
made a point of attending her funeral, which ar 
was ſuitable to her rank in life, and the im- 3 


menſe fortune ſhe had left behind her. He WW 


men 

then, having taken a very kind fraternal 4 

. uri 
leave of Albertins; and promiſed to corre- 1 * 


ſpond with her while ſhe remained in Suſſex, 
Mad 
ſet out for London with his kind grand- I . PER 
| = | 18 IT 
OE | EE. of ſtr 
As this good man, was particularly fond of his K 
the country, they flept at his elegant villa I - his 
upon Clapbam Common, in preference to. unile 
purſuing their journey to the capital, and 8 
dedicated the enſuing day to repoſe in that of 
quiet retreat, Which George declared far 
ſurpaſſed 
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falpaiſed his expectation. The amiable 
owner requeſted that he would always con- 
fider it as his home; and was highly flatter- 


ed to find the alteration in his circumſtances 


made none in his favourite's former inten- 
tion of continuing to reſide with him. 


Elton undertook to beſpeak him a town- 
chariot, and to provide him with the neceſ- 
fary ſervants his increaſe of fortune made it 
requiſite ſhould be added to his eſtabliſh- 


ment. He would fain have introduced him 


during the week to ſome of his friends; but 
George was rather averſe to join in any parties. 
Madame de Valcerne's death had made, con- 
ſidering his age, too deep an impreſſion on 
his mind to permit him to enjoy the ſociety 
of ſtrangers; ſtill, not to be a reſtraiat upon 
his kind hoſt, he generally accompanied him 
in his morning excurſions to London, and 
while he viſited his numerous friends, George 
took a curſory view of whatever was wol ty | 
of notice in the metropolis. 


vols ts '- 4 0 They 
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They regularly returned to Clapham to 
dinner, as Elton thought the air would be of 
ſervice to them both, and was happy to find 
his grandſon's melancholy ſubſiding into a 
calm reſignation to thoſe inevitable decrees, 
| againſt which it as vain as impious to mur- 
: mur. | | 


He took advantage of his renovated ſpi- 
Tits one evening, after they had been near a 
fortnight at Clapham, to requeſt he would 
accompany him to town in the morning, as 
he was ſummoned to attend the Court (of 
which he was a member) at Guildhall, and 
as George had never been in ſuch a party, 
it might afford him ſome amuſement; and 
he ſhould be very happy if he would allow 
him to introduce him to the Lord Mayor, 
with whom he had rather reluctantly pro- 
miſed to dine, dubious whether George 
* would alſo favour his Lordſhip with his com- 

pany ; and he could not bear the idea of 
leaving him behind in the country, or fſut- 


fering him to dine alone at his town-houle. 
| « ] 


* 
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CJ ſhall attend your Court with pleaſure, 
my dear Sir,” George replied; but, till 1 
am out of mourning, I muſt entreat that you 
would permit me to decline either paying or 
feceiving viſits. I ſhall dine, with your per- 
miſſion, in Great George Street, and, as I 
preſume you will not chuſe to return to 
Clapham after dark, I will take the oppor- 
tunity of viewing London by lamp-light, a 


fight I have not yet enjoyed, and which I 
conceive, to a ſtranger, muſt be peculiarly - 
ſtriking, Let me entreat you would not 


leave the company a moment ſooner upon 
my account ; I ſhall probably take a long 
ſtroll.” | EY 

Tou ſhall do as you like, my dear fel- 
low ; but at all events I ſhall be at home at 
ten o'clock, and happy to meet you at ſup- 
per ;”” and thus the matter was ſettled. 


gf 


George was very well amuſed at the hall, 


he aſſured Elton as they returned home (for 


the latter to dreſs for his dinner viſit) and 
thought the City might boaſt of ſome very 
0 2 | good 
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good orators. The old gentleman parted 
from him with reluctance, but hoped that he 
would derive ſome amuſement from his pro- 
jected ramble. Þ | 


| George was conſidering where firſt to 
direct his ſteps, when taking up a map of 
London, Leiceſter Square caught his atten- 
tion, and brought the Mackenzies to his 
mind ; a ridiculous thought inſtantly ſtruck 
him—he rang the bell without giving himſelf 
time to reflect, or to arrange his plan. The 
butler, a favourite ſervant of the old gentle- 
man's, who had accompanied him abroad, 
ſoon made his appearance. 


« Walker,” ſaid n 5 ſhould like 
to know whether a family of the name of 
Mackenzie, with whom I was once acquaint- 
ed, ſtil] reſide, as 1 was informed, in Let- 
ceſter Square; — ſend one of the footmen to 
make the enquiry without going to the 
houſe, as I do not wiſh to excite their cu- 


rioſity.“ 
| c J 


le 
= 


Miese 


cc J will ſtep myſelf, Sir I ſhan't be gone 
many minutes.“ 


George was pleaſed with his readineſs, 
and, as he was not very much intereſted in 
the ſucceſs of his embaſſy, amuſed himſelf 
with ſtudying the map. In a ſhort time 


Walker returned. 


«© Was the gentleman I went to enquire 
about, a Paint painter, Sir?“ 

« He was,” 

Then, Sir, he ſtill lives in Leiceſter 
Square; but he is become a very great man; 
he was knighted a fortnight ago, and is now 
Sir Archibald Mackenzie.“ 

« You amaze me!” exclaimed George, 
really ſurpriſed. by the unexpected intelli- 
gence; and inſtantly determined to pay the 
newly created Knight a viſit, wiſhing to ſee 
how theſe new honours ſat upon his modeſt 
brow, 


6-4 Near 


k OTST = 


41 — HR 42-0, Tx DT > . 
"es WH : bo oe Ao” i 
Sr 


2 4 
. 


3 


4 © x (IVA 8 8 
3 7 5 — W , 7H 


5 
L 
f 
: 


* 


Near four years had elapſed fince he had 
laſt ſeen this family, and he thought it very 
poſſible that they might, or at leaſt would 


affect not to know him; at all events he 


was curious to diſcover how they would be- 
have. Should he announce himſelf as the 
grandſon and heir of the rich Mark Elton, 
he need not fear a polite reception; but this 
would not be making a fair trial of their 
hearts. John Mackenzie could not be re- 
turned to England, or he would know him 
under his preſent name ; but he had no- 
thing to fear on that ſcore, and he longed 
very much to ſee his dear Mary, whom he 
was convinced he ſhould find as much his 
friend as ever. 


While revolving theſe ideas in his mind, 
Walker ftood waiting his further commands. 
At laſt looking at him, he ſaid 


« I. was once very intimate with this 
Knight of freſh date, but we dropped our 
acquaintance very abruptly; and I have 

| {ome 
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* 


ſome reaſon to believe that he has very little 
wiſh to renew it, as there are ſome money mat- 
ters between us, which he knows have not been 
ſettled to the ſatisfaction of ſome of my friends. 


I can depend upon your diſcretion, Walker; 


and I own I ſhould like to be certain whe- 
ther or not he would relieve me, admitting 


I was in diſtreſs ; but I can't put him to 


the teſt without your aſſiſtance, my preſent 
dreſs not being calculated to excite charity.“ 


Walker inſtantly ſeized his idea, and ſaid 
he could eaſily procure him a proper diſguiſe, 
if he wiſhed to pay Sir Archibald a viſit 
that evenings or at em time. 


* Ol) to-night, by all means,“ replied! 
George, © if you can fit me out privately 
for the expedition,”! | 


Walker haſtily withdrew, and returned in 
a few minutes with an old brown coat and 
waiſtcoat of his maſter's, that had been 


thrown about for ſome years, a, pair of 
| 0 4 worſted 
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worſted ſtockings, anda flapped hat. George 
inftantly changed his dreſs, and was highly 
amuſed with his own figure, as the, clothes 
were much too big as well as too ſhort. 

I think this will do,” ſaid he, while 
_ admiring himſelf in a large pier- glaſs. 1 
FJour hair hardly looks of a piece with 
your dreſs, Sir, ſaid Walker. 

Vo Very true do you arrange, or rather 
deravge it more in character.“ 


This was immediately done; and Walker, 
who was to attend him in his peregrination, 
ſallied out with him as ſoon as the coaſt was 
clear, as George particularly wiſhed to avoid 
being ſeen by any of the other ſervants, 
though a large great- coat, which he meant 
to leave with his companion while he paid 
his viſit, completely concealed his dreſs. 


It would be difficult to define his feelings 
during his ſhort walk. The moon ſhone 


ry bright, which enabled him to diſtin- 
6 auiſh, 


13 


E 
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guiſh, even before he reached the door, 


which had been pointed out to him, “ Sir 


Archibald Mackenzie” upon a very large 


bright braſs plate. 


He had left Walker and his great · coat in 


a neighbouring court, with orders to wait his 


return; he therefore approached the manſion, 
and gave, according to Walker's inſtructions 
not to offend, a ſingle tap at the door. He 


was allowed full time to ſtudy his par-, and 


was going to repeat his knock, when he 


heard ſomebody in the paſſage, and in a few. 


ſeconds the door was opened by a footboy in 
a livery (if a duffel jacket, ornamented with 
a dark blue collar and cuffs, deſerved the 
appellation) ; but this was another convincing 


proof that they lived in a much higher ſtyle 


than they ever did at Paris, as one maid- 
ſervant compriſed their eſtabliſhment during 


their reſidence abroad. The lad, with the 
door in one hand, and a light in the. other, 
called out 


0 5 „ What 


4 


298  HARCOURT. 


„What do you want?“ | 
| eden Sir Archibald Mackenzie at home ?” 
% Ves; what have you got to ſay to 
binn os 
« Let him know that a gentleman wiſhes 
to — with him.“ 
A gentleman!“ repeated the boy 
grinhing, and ſurveying the ſhabby clothes of 


the perſon who addreſſed him, „well, come 


in,” ſtepping back to allow him to enter the 
| paſſage ; he then cloſed the door; “ you 
may wait here, while I goes and tells maſter 
ou want him.“ 


George nodded aſſent, and looked round 
bim by the faint glimmer of the receding 
light, as the boy very deliberately aſcended 
the ſtaircaſe, which was handſomely carpet- 
ed; and a large gilt lanthorn ſuſpended in 
the paſſage, though not illuminated, appear- 
ed to him a proof of increaſing opulence ; 
the houſe too ſeemed large and commodious. 
The Principal's ſuſpicions recurred to his 
mind. At Paris, Mackenzie's talents had 
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barely ſuppor ted his family ;—he muſt either 
have ſtrangely improved them to become 4 


great favourite with the public, or unex- 


pectedly fallen into a large fortune; or, as 
Mr. Douglas ſuſpected, be ſhining at his 


eXPCnCce.. 7 


The footboy, having reached the top of the 
ſtairs, opened the dining- room door, and went. 
in to announce this unexpected and, as 
George had foreſeen, unwelcome viſiter. 


The Knight and his family had heard the 
gentle knock which remained ſo long unan- 
lwered,. and her Ladyſhip, ever prone to 
put the moſt favourable. conſtruction upon 
every thing, had given it as her opinion that” 


it was ſome viſiter of the cook's, who had | 


been let in through the area; and, as it was 
not one of her principles to be eat out of 
bhouſe and home by a parcel of lazy cheating 
ſervants, ſhe was hurrying down her laſt diſh 


of tea, meaning to go and diſturb the party 


that ſhe conceived were enjoying themſelves 
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in her kitchen and at her expence, when the 
boy made his appearance, and, without al. 
lowing him time to ſhut the decor, ſhe 
began— | 


6 believe, boy, ye think we ainly keep 
ye to look at ;—wha was that knocked at 
the door?“ | 
A man, my Lady,” replied the lad in 
a grumpiſh tone, © as wants maſter,” 

« A mon, ye ſtupid loon, we ſhould have 
gueſſed it was nae a monſter. Will ye 
never lara to announce a perſon properly, 
nor to caw yere maſter Sir Archibald ?—But 
wha is it, boy?“ 

I knowed a man from a gentleman afore 
TI comed to hve here, my Lady—ſo what 
harm was there in ſaying a man ?—If it had 
been that there Lord that comed here once, 
why I ſhould have ſaid fo.” 


Lady Mackenzie proteſted ſhe was tempt- 
ed to get up and box the impudent puppy 
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ears; but the Knight, ſwelling with ſelf.- im- 


portance, called out 


« Give your Lady a proper anſwer this 
moment, you young raſcal; who is it can 
want me at fuch a time of night?“ 

&« | don't know, Sir Archibald—T x never 
ſeed the man before.“ 

e Where is he?“ enquired the Knight. 

In the paſſage, Sir Archibald.“ 4 

« Merciful Heaven!“ exclaimed her 


Ladyſhip, I ſhall have my hooſe ſtripped ' 
through this ſtupid loon.—Are the pany 


doors locked?“ 
« Did you enquire the fellow's buſineſs ?” 
faid Mr. Archibald, who, with his ſiſter 


| Margaret, completed the family party. 
« There is nothing but chairs and tables 


for him to ſteal, my Lady; the China is all 


the = 5 


Exaſhetnted beyond endurance, her Lady- 


ſhip ſtarted up to put her former threats 
into 
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into execution ; but was prevented by her 


more patient huſband, who. requeſted ſhe 


would not give way to paſſion, but leave- 
the ſaucy young raſcal to his correction; as 


while they were. attending. to him,. the 


ſtranger would have an opportunity to rob the 
houſe, and make his eſcape undetected. Such 


a probable ſuggeſtion induced her Ladyſhip 
to defire the boy to © gang his gait that mo- 
ment, and ſend. the fellow up flairs.” 


George, who had overheard all that 
paſſed, thought he could not have taken 


them in a more charitable diſpoſition. The 


lad looked over the baniſters, and holding 
out his candle, cried— 


Here, maſter, come along 


George obeyed the ſummons, and ſtrove 
to compoſe his countenance for the inter- 
view. The boy threw the door open with 
ſuch violence, that it rebounded back before 


he was within the room. | 
Cn Fonts CC. Was 
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« Was there ever any thing—" Lady 
Mackenzie ſtopped, and fixed her eyes 
upon her ſhabby gueſt, with evident ſigns of 
difapprobation. The ſolitary taper burning 
upon the table before her, gave a very dim 
light; ſhe therefore caught up her ſpeQacles 
to take a better ſurvey of the ill-drefled figure 
advancing - towards her; who, like herſelf, 
was intently examining the countenances of 
the group he had in view. 


Her Ladyſhip was very little altered. — 
The Knight raiſed himſelf in his large arm- 
chair, and ſeemed not only to feel, but to 
wiſh to make every one elſe ſenſible of the 
conſequence he had ſo lately acquired. 
Archibald turned his head half over his 
ſhoulder, as he ſat with his back to the door, 
and in this eaſy poſture, with the moſt ſove- 
reign contempt depicted upon his bloated 
countenance, ſurveyed George from head to 
foot, Margaret, ever far from handſome, 
was by no means improved in point of ap- 

pearance, 
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pearance, and her ſpiteful diſpoſition was 


very diſcernible on her fallow countenance, 


George bowed to each in turn, and a 


filence of half a minute or more enſued ; no 


one returned his compliment, nor, conſider- 
ing his appearance, and their recent honours, 
could ſuch an exceſs of condeſcenſion be ex- 


pected. Having, however, gazed as long 
as they choſe at this bold intruder, who did 
not even lower his eyes under their ſcruti- 
nizing glances, the Knight, in a pompous 
tone, began with | 


% 


« Well, good man, what 3 18 your buſineſs 


with me?” 

&« Does Sir Archibald Mackenzic do me 
the honour to recollect me? 

Not J truly—nay I never ſaw you before 


to my knowledge.” 


« Has your e alſo quite forgot my 


features?“ 
« ] ſuppoſe I ſee them now for the firſt 


time,” was the retort courteous, - 


8 þ 
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1 gi I am infinitely more altered than 
I was aware of,” replied George, though he 
was tempted to ſuſpe& both the Knight and 
his Lady did know him, as their colour varied, 
and they exchanged a few ſtolen glances of 
wonder and amaze ; while Archibald; junior, 
in a tone meant to impreſs the ſtranger with 
terror, exclaimed— 

Who the devil are you hence came 
you ?—and what do you want, fellow ?” 

« Aye, let us know that,” ſaid the Knight, 
endeayouring to rally his ſpirits; “ don't 
fancy I am, with impunity, to be trifled with 
hat do you mean by pretending to TOR 
us ?—and what is your name ?” 

« George Harcourt, Sir Archibald, at 
your ſervice.“ 


The Knight moved back in his chair, 
while he involuntarily repeated, George 
Harcourt !” and his family re-echoed the 
_ unwelcome name. Lady Mackenzie, as if 
unwilling to credit the confirmation of her 
doubts, again reſumed her ſpectacles, ſnuffed 


«off the 
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the candle, and took another ſtare at this. 


now hateful vifiter. FO 


His apparent poverty afforded her infinite 


triumph, and ſhe exclaimed, with an accent 
of ſatisfaction “ Is it poſſible!“ while ſhe 
exultingly glanced her eyes over the all- ac- 


compliſied youth, Principal Douglas uſed to- 
prognoſticate would do honour to any Pro- 


feſſion, or to any ſtation. 


ce Weel, boy,” ſhe continued, © ye ſeem 
to have verified my predictions; but I can- 
nae help admiring yere affurance—a pretty 
figure truly to claim acquaintance with me 
and mine!“ 

«© Figure indeed * quoth We, 
drawing up her ſcraggy neck ;. © pride ſeems 
to have had a fall.” | 
Never to riſe, I am of eben? faid 
Archibald; “ if one may judge from appear- 


ances, George, your preſent dreſs once graced: 


Monmouth Street.“ 


The 
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The undaunted raggamuffin, as. they 


wiſhed to have ſtyled him, totally inatten- 
tive to theſe kind apoſtrophes, ſtood ſcru- 
tinizing the variable countenance of his 
quondam guardian, who ſometimes endea- 
voured, by raiſing his eyes, to look the low 
tellow into awe of his ſuperior rank, but as 
inſtantly lowered them under his penetra- 
ting glances, while the blood forſook his 


cheeks, and as momentarily returned with 


redoubled violence ; till, trembling with 


rage, and ſupporting himſelf by the table 
before him, he half roſe from his chair, ſay- 


ing, in a tremulous accent 


* 


« Well, if you are George Harcourt, 


what then ?—what does ail this mean, I 
ſhould be glad to know ?—have you any de- 
mands upon me ?—did not I give you up 
every ſhilling of your fortune ?—W hat, be- 
cauſe you are of age, and as poor as a 


church-mouſe, you fancy you have ſome 
claims upon me ;—but don't think to 


e me out of 3 thing more] defy 
you, 


EE 
1 9 . 9 
= 7 5 * 


_ * Lond] gs wes — 
N N 
F 8 Li 


. 


308 HARCOURT. | 


you, or any man, to prove that I have not 
done my duty by you in every 1 8 " 


5 The Knight ſtopped, and made uſe of his 


pocket-handkerchief. George, more and 


more convinced of the juſtice of the Prin- 


cipal's remarks, replied with ironical delibe- 
ration — | 


„ You need not alarm yourſelf, Sir Ar- 


chibald; Iam not come to make thoſe claims 


you ſeem to dread.” 


6 Dread, Sir,” repeated the Knight; 
« dread | I would have you to know——” 

J beg pardon, Sir Archibald,” inter- 
rupted George; © but you feem to miſtake 
my meaning. A man of your integrity can 
have nothing to fear !—You ſay you did 
your duty; and, with reſpect to money mat- 
ters, I don't diſpute your word ; nor do you 


owe my PR viſit to * doubts reſpecting 


your probity.“ 


Then what brought you here d de- 


manded her Ladyſhip.. 
5 « A 
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A very preſumptive hope, my Lady, 
that you and Sir Archibald had not quite 
forgot ſuch a being as myſelf exiſted.” 

«© Where have you been for theſe laſt four 
years, George ?” enquired Archy. 

«: Haud yere tongue, boy—alk the fellow 


nae queſtions ; ye may lead him into fin; 


and it nae ſignifies to us where he has 
been.“ | 
«© I hope, Lady Mackenzie,“ rejoined 


George, among the numerous faults you 


diſcovered in me during our former ac- 
quaintance, deceit and falſity were left out 
of your catalogue.“ 
„Oh! I never diſcovered ony gude in 
you, boy; but J have nae objection to hear 
what mou have got to ſay, ſince my ſon 
—_— it. 
* Your Ladyſhip i is exceſſively 2 
As you obſerve, it certainly cannot concern 
you; ſtill I am very willing to gratify your 
curioſity.— I have ſpent fome part of my 
time in Martinico ſince J laſt had the ad- 


vantage of ſeeing you and Mr. Mackenzie 
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beg ten thouſand pardons your Ladhyſuip 
and Sir Archibald, I meant to have ſaid.“ 


This wilful, for ſuch we muſt acknow- 
ledge it was, omiſſion of their bluſhing ho- 
nours, was not likely to conciliate the favour 
of people as fond of the magic ſounds as 
ever a child was of a new plaything ;— 
George inſtantly read his condemnation in 
their furious looks, and her Ladyſhip ſaid 


« Ye are as impudent as ever, George— 


and ye ſeem to have laid afide the little po- 


liteneſs ye did once poſſeſs.“ 

e hope your Ladyſhip will reflect that! 
am but juſt arrived from France, where ci- 
vility has been totally baniſhed, to make 
way for liberty and equality, and where every 
title is ſunk in the agreeable one of Citoyen; 


but I am ſure your Ladyſhip 1s far ſuperior 


to the falſe pride ſome narrow-minded people 
feel, when ſo honourable an addition is made 


to their name. I notwithſtanding offended 


A inadvertently ; ; for 1 have a very great 
reſpe& 
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reſpect for Sir Archibald and your, Ladyſhip, 
and the reſt of your worthy family.” 


George's ironical looks by no means co- 


incided with his ſpeech ; and her Ladyſhip, 


with as much indifference as ſhe could aſ- 


ſume, conſidering her internal rage, ſaid— 


« None of yere compliments, Harcourt ; 
ainly let me know what brought ye into 
Leiceſter Square, that is aw I require.” 

A vain deluſion of my mind, my Lady, 
which flattered me that, iould I return poor 
and needy, I ſhould nevertheleſs be a wel- 
come gueſt at my father's friend's.” 

« Ye may weel caw yere folly deluſion— 
ye have long ſince forfeited aw pretenſions 


either to our friendſhip or protection, ye 


proud, inſolent, beggarly varlet ye hardly 
ken how to be provoking enough but 
were ye ſtarving, nay begging yere-bread from 
door to door, neither me, nor mine, would 


relieve yere neceſſities, ye idle, lazy vaga- 
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bond; for had ye been gude for ony thing, 
ye would nae have been in want.“ 

That is very true, my dear,“ rejoined 
the Knight ; © he was always a proud, ob- 
ſtinate fellow. His former great friends have 
enough to do to take care of themſelves 
theſe troubleſome times, if they have eſcaped 


the guillotine ; and he would now, notwith- 


ſtanding his gentleman-like education, the 
Principal made ſuch a boaſt of, lick the 


duſt off my ſhoes to obtain a recommenda- | 


tion to a clerk's place!“ 


George, far more amuſed chan offended, 
replied very coolly— | | | 


« The only thing I came to ſolicit, Sir 
Archibald, was your friendſhip—your boun- 
ty I can diſpenſe with.” 

« What the grapes are ſour—ha, George! E 
retorted Archy ; ; but I wonder, ſince you 
ſay you are juſt returned from France, you 
did not try your fortune in their Sans Culorte 
army, as you ſtudied the art of war at 
then 
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their Military School ;—and you put me very 
much in mind of one of Falſtaff's recruits.” 
„The beſt thing I ever heard you ſay, 
Mr. Mackenzie,” replied George, to their 
infinite ſurpriſe and ſerious mortification, i 
burſting into a violent fit of laughter. 


This was an inſult not to be borne: the 
Knight roſe from his ſeat, but, prudently;” 
immediately fat down again. Her Ladyſhip : 
unthinkingly daſhed her ſpectacles down 
among her China ;—the rattle alarmed her, 
and prevented her from denouncing imme- 
diate vengeance on the culprit's head.— ' 
Margaret muttered out, with a {cornful toſs of 
her head, © Hardened wretch !”— Archibald 
jumped up, and holding by the back of his 
chair with one hand, and, though with viſible 
ſigns of trepidation, threatened the daring in- 
truder with the other; who was fo, evidently 
| diverted by their rage, as increaſed it to lit- 
tle ſhort of madneſs. Her Ladyſhip once or 
twice raiſed the tea-pot with dire intent, but 
fortunately recollected it was a brittle weapon, 
vol. I, 8 = 
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and prudently replaced it upon the board. 
With difficulty George once more compoſed 
his features, and W to the irritated 


AE Party, ſaid 


Ss 1 wiſh you a very good evening. —[ 


think it needleſs to apologize for an intruſion 
T-thought authorized by circumſtances ; as, 


overlooking the paſt, I expected to have 


met with a very different reception, even 
under my preſent appearance. Depend upon 
it I will never afford you another opportu- 


nity of diſplaying the benevolence of your 


diſpoſitions,” 
« Oot of my houſe, ye faucy loon— 


gang yere gait and remember, I propheſy | 


ye will die in yere ſhoes ;—and if ever ye 
dare to darken my doors again, I will have 
ye ſhewn a nearer way oot than * came in, 
ye ſcurvy varlet.” 

Come troop, Mr. Citoyen, cried Archy, 


certain of meeting with ſupport, * leſt I 
. ſhould be tempted to treat you as you de- 


ſerve.“ 


« No 


ti 
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« No words can expreſs how cordially I 
deſpiſe, and how little I fear you, Mac- 
kenzie,” anſwered George; * neceſſity in- 
deed muſt bring me again into this houſe,” 
turning upon his heel as he concluded. 

« Follow the vile loon, Archy—ſee him 
ſafe oot of the houſe,” cried my Lady. 


But Archy prudently choſe to remain at 
the top of the ſtairs, where the footboy had 
been waiting and liſtening to the foregoing 
converſation, with which he had been highly 


diverted, gave George a grin of approbation _ 4 | 
as he came out, and hurried down before 4 ; 
him, when, to his infinite ſurpriſe, this if 
{range viſiter ſlipped halt-a-crown into his Mt 


hand, and made him a ſign to ſtep without 
the. door, when George enquired where 


Miſs Mary was? 


| She has been dead theſe fix months, 
: vil...” | | 

; « Good God!” exclaimed George. 
Ah Sir, every body loved her f . 


* 
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At that moment Archy called“ Where 
are you, Sam?“ | 

Why I am coming,” d the boy ; 
1 in a lower eee tone“ there 
never was ſuch a ſtingy ſet in the varſal world 
as all our folks—bleſs you, we are half ſtarved 
for all our fine houſe.” | 


George no longer attended to the lad, 
who reluctantly returned into the inhoſpi- 
table manſion, while he breathed a- ſigh to 
the memory of the gentle Mary Mackenzie, 
and could not help thinking that the unfeel- 
ing beings he had juſt quitted, had ſhortened 
her days. Walker, who had been watching 
for him, approached with his great-coat ; he 
merely gave him to underſtand that his vilit 
had turned out as he expected while they 
were haſtening home, where he immediately 
threw off his diſguiſe, and ſet out upon his 
intended walk, 


( 
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For ſome minutes after his departure, the 
family in Leiceſter Square fat revolving in 
ſilence, the various reflections his unexpect- 
ed viſit had given riſe to in their minds, till 
the Knight burſt out with 


Me have certainly been much to blame, 
Lady Mackenzie Harcourt had ſome mean- 
bs ing we ought to have endeavoured to fa- 
thom.“ ; 

« Ye are right there, Sit Archibald, he 
had a meaning—he wanted to get ſome filler; 
what elſe could fitch a ſhabby wretch come 
for ?—Though it might have been as weel 
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to have ſifted him a little more, juſt to have 
heard how many lies he would have told. 
Tes, We ought to have been more par- 
ticular in our enquiries ;. but Archy and you 
were in ſuch a deuced hurry to affront him, 
you would not give me time to croſs-queſ- 
tion him, as I intended. He may he trou- 
bleſome — I only wiſh I had not delivered up 
his dab of money before he was of age.” 

« I ainly wiſh ye would nae talk nonſenſe, 
Sir Archibald. —Ye think, I preſume, we 
ought to have aſked the varlet to favour us 
with his company, tull he could meet with 
a fituation, or have ta en him in, -and pro- 


| vided for him as if he had been our ſon ; | 


but ye are always foreſeeing what yere wiſ⸗ 
dom would never prevent.“ 

« My dear, I don't pretend to diſpute 
your prudence ; I only meant to obſerve 
that the fellow was very impudent ; his 
- dreſs was queer and ſhabby enough, I muſt 
allow; yet it might be a diſguiſe—he was 

always in ſome pranks at Paris.— can't 


think Principal Douglas, who you know is 
ſtill 
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fill living, would have let this favourite 
want.—Altogether I am not ſatisfied ; how- 
ever, God ſend he may have quarrelled with 
that old fool, and be as Pur: as he ap- 
peared !” „„ 

* God ſend ye would deep yere ain coun- 
fel, Sir Archibald with yere ifs and yere 


ands ye quite provoke me. Let the worſt 
come to the worſt, what have ye to dread ?— 


a little trouble to prove that ye have been a 


faithful ſteward to the falſe loon. He can- 


nae attack ye without money ;—and, mark 
my words, George Harcourt muſt be 
ſtrangely altered if he is nae as poor as Job; 

and wha do ye think would ſet out for Rome 


to pleaſe him, without ſome filler ?—Ye- 


talk, as often ye do, like an ideot ;—be- 
ſides, is nae yere account as clear as noon- 
day ? —Was nae Margaret and Archy preſent 
when ye paid him his money ?—and is nae 
yere character ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ?—Ye 


may ſurely defy what fitch a reptile can ſay. 


Ne'er trouble yere head ony more about him 
P 4 the 
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\ 


ether bert thing we hear of him will be, 


that he is going to be hanged!“ 


upon his return; who enquired where he 


_ Nevertheleſs the Knight continued 


thoughtful; Archy talked big, and vowed 


if the fellow ever came acroſs him again, he 
ſhould not eſcape with impunity, 


« Hoot, ye prating coward, nae fancy to 
. deceive me—ye ſhook for fear to-night while 
ye were vapouring, with yere clenched fift. 
Le may bleſs God that Sir Archibald and 


me were born before ye. — Dinnae provoke 
me, Archy, for ye ken yere wits would afford 
- FE (canty fare.“ | 


{Thus venting their ſpleen upon each other, 
ig this ſociable family ſpend their evening, 


while the object of their ſecret dread and 
avowed hatred made the tour of the principal 
and moſt populous ſtreets in London; and 


found Mr. Elton in Great George Strect 


had 


pred &@ 


Cs 


*r — — —— 
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had been, and whether he had leen any thing 
worthy notice. 


“ have been ſurveying a family picture, 
Sir, drawn by a maſterly hand, as all the 


Portraits were taken from life; though I. 


can't ſay they do much honour to human 
nature.“ Relating what had induced him 
to viſit the new ae Knight, and what had 
paſſed between him and the family. 


) 


Elton was highly amuſed, and pronounced 


Sir. Archibald guilty of every charge the 


Principal had brought againſt him, and de- 
clared that he would deviſe ſome means to 
alarm him ſtill more. There muſt be a great 


number of people ſtill living at Rome, who 


had been acquainted with his father; and 
through their means it might be diſcovered 


what part of his property the Mackenzies 


had embezzled. Beſides, they might poſ- 
ſibly obtain ſome knowledge of his mother's 


family through the ſame channel, 
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This George thought very ombaille and 
declared he would undertake the journey 
himſelf early in the Spring. Elton thought 
5 a man of buſineſs, leſs intereſted in the en- 
quiries he wanted to make, would be more 
likely to obtain information. This George 
agreed was alſo very probable, but wiſhed 
firſt to conſult Principal Douglas, to whom 
he had written twice ſince his arrival in 
England. 


Elton was pleaſed with the thought, and 


made him once more minutely deſcribe the 
recent ſcene at the Mackenzies, proteſting 
he had half a mind to call there himſelf un- 
der ſome pretence or other, as they ſtruck him 
as being a moſt curious ſet of originals. 


The enſuing week George ſpent chiefly at 


Clapham, where the dog Mackenzie had 
ſent him, now grown a very fine creature, 
was his conſtant companion in his various 
_ excurſions round Elton's villa, though he 


ſeldom took him to town. 
I Albertine 


female friends for a proper reſidence ; ad- 


ſociety, than ſhe ever would be in England. 
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Albertine frequently wrote to him; and 
though ſhe found no fault with her ſituation, 
lamented the diſtance that ſeparated her from 
her guardian, and requeſted that he would 
ſend for her to London as ſoon as poſſible. 
He communicated her wiſhes to Mr. Elton, 
who ſaid he would make enquiries among his 
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viſing him to recommend patience to her 
for the preſent, as the family ſhe was with. 
were agreeable people, and their houſe, in 
many reſpects, a comfortable habitation. 


George declared, but for the Revolution, 
that he would take her to Paris; as ſhe 
would indubitably be happter among French: 


« Very true,“ replied Elton; * and had 
thoſe Mackenzies behaved: with common 
decency, they might have e a valuable . 
boarder.“ 
Had that idea ſtruck me,” ſaid George,. 
« I would not have played upon. their fine 
P 6. feelings 3. / 
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feelings; for poſitively Lady Mackenzie can, 
when it is her intereſt, be very agreeable, 
and Albertine might have been more diſ- 
agreeablj ſituated than under her care; yet 
her Ladyſhip has unfortunately taken ſo 
little pains to conceal her real principles 
before me, that I ſhould almoſt tremble for 
the fate of my ward, were ſhe an inmate of 
that houſe.” e 

« You will believe that 1 was merely 
joking,” rejoined Elton; * but ſhould 


chance throw you again in the way of that 


diſintereſted lamily, how do you mean to 

| treat them?“ 
As total ſtrangers.— John Mackenzie I 
Wan with to ſerve ; he only knows me under 
the name of E ton, and his account of me, 
ſhould I chance to meet them in his com- 
pany, won't afford them much fatisfa&tion.” 
I think, on the contrary, they would 
be giortouſly perpjexed,” cried Elton; “ but 
I will exert my intereſt in favour of John. 
pl I am invited to-morrow to meet one of tle 
great men of the times; will you accompany 
5 me 
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me to London? I wiſh you to viſit our 
public places IL don't half like your leading 
ſuch a hermit ſort of a life.“ . 

„Iwill go to the Play to-morrow night,” 
replied George, ſmiling at the good man's 
carneſtneſs, who ſeemed very much. pleaſed 
with his determination, and mentioned that 
he expected to dine the next day with a ſet 
of politicians, who were ever diſputing about 


what was of little conſequence to any of 
This led to an explanation of the 
nature of the Britiſh funds, with which 
George was but imperfectly acquaiated. The 


them. 


old gentleman then reverted to the deſtruc- 
tive ſyſtem of finance the French adopted 
during the American war, which had finally 
ended in the fatal Revolution that threat- 
ened to convulſe all Europe; and then de- 


ſcanted upon the leading events which had 


accelerated that melancholy epoch. 


George thought he was not very correct 
in ſome of his dates; Elton referred him to 


the newſpapers which he al ways kept filed, 
acknow- 
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acknowledging that his memory was not 


very good. The papers of the laſt two years 
were therefore brought in; George looked 


them over, and was reading an account of 
the King and Queen of France being forced 

from Verſailles by the populace, when the 
following advertiſement caught his attention: 


— — 


* GEORGE HARCOURT. 


« It a young man of that name (born at 


Rome in the year 17—, ſon of a painter by 
profeſſion, of the ſame name, who left that 
city during his childhood, and was educated: 


at the Scotch College in Paris, which he 


gquitted in the year 17—, and went over to 
_  Martinico with the Marquis de Fierval, 
Governor of that Iſland, where he refided. 
upwards of eighteen months, and was then 
ſuppoſed to have been forced away againſt 
his will, at leaſt has never been heard of by 
any of his friends fince) is ſtill living, and 
will apply to Mr. Oſwald, of Lincoln's Inn, 


Solicitor, he will hear of ſomething very 
much 


— 


' HARCOURT, : JEF 


much to his advantage; or if any perſon can 
give information concerning the ſaid George 


Harcourt, let him be living or dead, they 


ſhall be handſomely We by applying 
as above.” 


v— Kg— 


Had Elton been looking at his compa- 
nion, he muſt have remarked the alteration 
in his countenance while he was peruſing 
this minute enquiry after himſelf; but the 


old gentleman was making ſome memoran- 


dums, and deeply engaged in calculations 


concerning the Bonus offered to the ſubſcribers 


for the new loan. 

George raiſed his eyes, and perceiving how 
Elton was employed, checked his firſt im- 
pulſe, and read the adyertiſement once more. 
Who could have put it in? Not the old 


gentleman, ſince he was ignorant of his 


having ever been either at the Scotch Col- 
lege or in Martinico, before they met; be- 
ſides this enquiiy, by the date, had been 

3 0 


2 
3 
» I 


* — — 5 —_— — 
+ WHOS © 5 * Ji * 
AE ; b 


4 
2 


3 


© 
* 
% N 
33 
77 , 
TER 
1 * 
Beet 
8 
LE 
Ws 3 
Sp 
Ss 
"+3 
1 
4 2 G 
= 7 
5 1 
T 
IF 
FS} 
LY 7 
= 
* 3 
fa 
Av 
£5 
WI 
38 
2 31 
1 
1% 
vD * * 
"FP 
1 
1 N 
4, 1 
> 
- x 
= 
= 
1 
3 
het 
* 
3 4 
i 
2 
7 "+; 
44% 
5 
ra 
p 4 
* * 
185 % 
** 
a 
3:54 
749 
1.8 
| 
„ 
Og 
Ko 
1 
„ 
Ko 
* 
{I 
+, 2 
3 
2 2 
7; 
*- $4 
* 7 
P D 
„ 
1 
© 
Wy 
* 2. 
AY 
n 
2 
4.3 
25S 
ts 
$7 
IHE 
- ors 
1 
B 
* 
1 
* 
1 
1 
* 
2 
's 
£8.'# 
hes 8 
5 
1 
5 
mu 4 
VE. 
i >» * 
* 4 
„ 
427% 
— "4" 
1 
"I 
- 
+3 X24 
: 7% 


Ls I ra RB 
4 8 
IN partes 
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inſerted while he was abroad, as be told him 


he left England on his road to Nice the 
beginning of September, and the paper was 
dated the following month: it was therefore 
more than probable that Elton had never 
ſcen it. Nor was it likely that it originated 
in Madame de Valcerne ; the would have 


mentioned her having had recourſe to ſuch | 


a method; or, had ſhe been acquainted 
with the attorney to whom he, or any other 
perſon, was referred, was it likely ſhe would 


have employed any other to make her will? 


Principal Douglas next came acroſs him, 
and he remembered his mentioning the viſit 


he had received from a ſtranger, to enquire 


after him. This perſon might be ſome 
friend of his father's, inſtead of an ageat of 


Elton's, as he had hitherto ſuppoſed. This 


advertiſement warranted the ſuſpicion, and 
the word advantage led him to imagine a 
will of the deceaſed, or ſome part of his 
property had fallen into ſome gentleman's 
hands, who wiſhed to deliver up his truſt. 


. |. 


me 
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He was going to communicate this idea 

to Elton, when he reflected that he ſhould 
only revive diſagreeable recollections in the 
good man's boſom; and after all, the ad- 
vertiſement might originate in the French 
Ambaſſador, whom the Marquis de Fierval 
had poſſibly intereſted in his behalf; or in 
ſome of Elton's moſt officious friends, who 
hoped to get well rewarded, ſhould they 
make any diſcoveries through this method. 
He therefore determined to wait upon the 
Solicitor the next day, and fatisfy him- 
ſelf reſpecting who had thus publicly ap- 
peared intereſted in his affairs, before he 
mentioned the matter to Elton, who was 
too much immerſed in the profundity of his 
financial calculations, even to remark the 
unuſual abſence of mind George diſplayed 
during the remainder of the evening. 


He roſe early the next morning, and im- 
mediately wrote the following note ; — 


c A 


% mn. 


A gentleman, perſonally acquainted 
with Mr. Harcourt, into whoſe hands an 
advertiſement concerning him, dated laſt 
October twelvemonth, fell very accidentally 
_ yeſterday evening, is ready to ſatisfy Mr. 


Oſwald as to his exiſtence, preſent reſidence, 


&c. if the ſame reaſons which induced 
Mr. O. to advertiſe him, ſtill ſubſiſt.“ 


He then rung for his own man, and de- 
ſired him to go to London after breakfaſt, 
and proceed directly to Lincoln's Inn, where 
he was to wait for an anſwer to the note he 
gave him; which he ordered him to bring 
into Great George Street, where he ſhould 
dine, dreſs, and ſleep, as he meant to go to 
the play; cautioning him, ſhould Mr. Oſ- 
wald aſk any queſtions, which was very 
\ probable, to evade mentioning his name or 
place of reſidence, by referring that gentle- 
man to him, ; 


Thus 


us 
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"Thaw inſtructed, the Swiſs, who ſpoke 
very good Engliſh, ſoon ſet out ; and fortu- 
nately Elton had an early appointment in 
town, as George was particularly anxious to 
learn the reſult of his addreſs to the lawyer. 


Eſtevus was in Great George Street when 
they arrived, and was immediately ſum- 
moned into his maſter's dreſſing-room, who 
hardly let him come within the n before 
he aſked— 


% What anſwer have you brought Did 


you ſee Mr. Oſwald?“ 


« Yes, Sir; he has not wrote ; but he 
ſeems a very curious gentleman, He aſked 
me a hundred queſtions, I do believe, I 
hardly knew what to make of him. —In the 
firſt place he aſked me if I was not the perſon ? 
Il told him 1 did not know what he meant, 
and that I was valet to the gentleman who had 
ſenthim the note. Where does your maiter 
live?“ was his next enquiry, —lI told him I 
ſuppoſed you would have informed him, Sir, 

had 


! 
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had you thought it neceſſary ; but if he had 
any anſwer or meſſage to ſend, he might de- 
pend upon my punctually delivering either. 
So he then deſired me to preſent his compli- 
ments to you, Sir, and that he was ſorry you 
had not favoured him with your addreſs, be- 
cauſe, in that caſe, he would have delivered 
the anſwer to your note in perſon; but as it 
| was, ordered me to call again about one 
o'clock.” UE. 


hands + 


| Thus was George's patience put to a 
flarther trial ;—it was now twelve, and he had 
half a mind to wait upon the attorney 1n- 
ſtead of ſending ; but then reflecting that 
the whole might end in nothing, he deter- 
mined to diſpatch Eſtevus once more. The 
fellow was ſhrewd and clever, and he could 
depend upon his diſcretion, therefore told 
bim to return at the appointed time ; and 
felt, from experience, that nothing is more 
diſagreeable than ſuſpenſe no two hours on 


board the pirate's ſhip ever appeared longer 
than 


HARCOURT. 1 
than thoſe he was doomed to ipend, i 
the return of his meſſenger. 


In vain did he endeavour to perſuade 
himſelf he ſhould not be diſappointed, ad- 
mitting the elucidation of the matter ſhould 
provesot no conſequence ; as the idea that 
it originated in ſome friend of his father's 
pained ground in his opinion every ſucceed- 


ing moment, J 


That few children had been more beloved 
by a parent than himſelf, his own recollec- 
tion, ſtrengthened by Mary Mackenzie's re- 
marks, placed beyond a doubt; therefore 
was it not natural to ſuppoſe that ſuch a 
father had, even in his laſt moments, been 
ſtudiouſly occupied in concerting plans for 
his advantage? Yet would not this con- 
fidential friend, if ſuch there were, have been 
ſooner forthcoming ?—and would not he 
have been addreſſed to the Mackenzies ?— 
'Theſe were points he had not fettled to his 
latisfaQtion, when Eſtevus entered his dreſſ- 


ing- 
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ing-room, where, to avoid interruption, he 
had ſhut himſelf up, under projence of writ- 


ing wur 


Elton was gone to his appointment; but, 


as his return was uncertain, he choſe to keep 


out of his way till his mind was in fonfe re- 


ſpects relieved from his prefent anxious 
doubts and n OE. 


The valet took a note from his pocket, 


which George eagerly. opened, and read as 


follows :— 


« Mr. Oſwald preſents reſpectful compli- 


ments to the gentleman who favoured him 
with the note concerning Mr. Harcourt this 
morning, and ſhall eſteem it as a particular 
favour, if he can make it convenient to 


meet him at his Grace the Duke of Dur- 


ham's, in St. James' 8 Square, a at eight o'clock. 


this evening,” 


This 


j 
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This note was almoſt as perplexing as his 


former uncertainty, till he recollected having 
heard Principal Douglas mention his relation- | 


ſhip to the Durham family; and all his air- 
built viſions concerning his father vaniſhed 
before the certainty that theſe promiſes of 


advantage, and public enquiry, reſted at laſt 


with the good old Principal. He therefore 
was ſeriouſly angry with himſeit for not having 
waited upon the Solicitor at once, who 
would immediately have ſatisfied his idle 
curioſity ; for had he poſſeſſed three grains 
of common ſenſe, he was convinced it would 
have occurred to him that his diſappearance 


from Martinico, or Mr. Elton's benevolent 


wiſh to ſerve him, had occaſioned the inſer- 
tion of the advertiſement he had taken fo 
much trouble about, and he was half inclined 
to pay Mr. Oſwald a viſit immediately, as 
he thought it would be truly abſurd to in- 
trade upon the Duke of Durham's leiſure 
on ſo frivolous an occaſion. 
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Still he thought, if that Nobleman had, at 
the Principal's requeſt, thus intereſted himſelf 
in his affairs, ſuch an opportunity of ex- 
preſſing his gratitude ought not to be neg- 
lected; he therefore finally reſolved, inſtead 
of going to the Play, to meet the attorney in 
St. James's W 


I. „ CHAP. 


>, 


CHAP. XVII 


ELToN came home to dreſs, and ex- 
preſſed his regret at being thus forced to 
leave his grandſon alone ; but aſſured him 
he ſhould be at home long before the Play 
was over, and enquired to which houſe he 
meant to go ?—He had not decided, he re- 


plied ; he ſhould conſult the Play-bills.— 
Elton repeated what news he had heard in 


the city, and at four o'clock ſet out for his 
dinner viſit, | | 


George ſtill wore ſlight mourning in me- 
mory of Madame de Valcerne, and at a 
quarter before eight left Great George Street, 
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and ſoon found himſelf at the door of Dur- 
ham Houſe. Though few people were more 
abſolutely free from mauvaiſe honte, few were 


more ſenſible of the neceſſary ſubordination 


in the ranks of ſociety ; even his inborn 
pride taught him politely to reverence his 


ſuperiors. Unknown, therefore, as he was 
to the Duke, he ordered his ſervant to en- 


quire for Mr. Oſwald, and was informed 


that the Solicitor was waiting his arrival. 


He inſtantly alighted, and was ſhewn into 
a ſuperb library, without any farther queſ- 
tions being aſked ; the groom of the cham- 


bers, who preceded him, faid, as he opened 


the door— 


« The gentleman to Mr. Oſwald.” 


The Duke had been a fine figure, and 
was {till a fine gentleman, in ſpite of infir- 
mities and filver locks; his countenance, 
though venerable, was infinitely pleaſing, 
and his manners were at once dignified and 

truly 
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truly graceful. From Mr. Oſwald's ac- 
count, he had preſumed his expected viſiter 
was a man of faſhion ; why his valet had 
been fo reſerved reſpecting his name and 
reſidence he could not divine, and was de- 
bating the matter with the Solicitor when 
George arrived, whole figure, face, and 
manners were all calculated to make the 
| moſt agreeable impreſſion upon his Grace, 
who, as well as another gentleman in black, 
and the Solicitor, had riſen to receive him, 
and requeſted George would take poſſeſſion 
of a chair the ſervant had placed, nearly 
oppoſite the one occupied by his maſter. He 
obeyed in filence, while the Duke continued 
earneſtly to gaze upon one of the handſomeſt 
and moſt animated countenances, he thought, 
he had ever ſeen ; till the rifing colour of his 
gueſt reminded him of his involuntary rude- 
neſs, and induced him haſtily to withdraw 
his eyes, fixing them upon ſome pictures 
nearly behind where George fat; who, 
anxious to come to the point, produced the 

4 2 note 
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note which had brought him to Durham 


Houſe, and looking at Mr. Oſwald, faid— 

6 1 preſume, Sir, you are the gentleman 
from whom I received this note, and have 
no doubt informed his Grace why I have 
thus intruded upon his leiſure ?” 


The Attorney bowed, ſaying 


% Had you honoured me with your ad- 


dreſs, Sir, 1 ſhould, as I told your valet, 


have waited upon you inſtead of writing; 
but his Grace is ſo nearly intereſted in every 
thing that concerns Mr. Harcourt, he wiſh- 


ed to receive the information your note led 


me to ſuppoſe you could give him, from the 


"hiſt hand. 


« Ionly hope that 1 have neither deranged 


nor put you to any inconvenience, Sir, by 


this early appointment,“ rejoined the Duke; 
e my anxiety to hear the exiſtence of Mr. 


| Harcourt confirmed, is the only excuſe I 


can alledge for not having requeſted you 
5 5 would 
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would fix your own hour to communicate 
the Pleaſing intelligence.” 


George was 3 find the Duke of 


Durham thus intereſted in his fate was really 
wonderful |—yet reflecting that his anxiety 
might {till originate in his wiſh to relieve 


the mind of the worthy Principal, he could 
only give him credit for a very feeling heart. 


He entreated his Grace would make no apo · 


logies for what did him ſo much honour ; 
he was very ready to ſatisfy him in every 
reſpect, as far as lay in his power, reſpecting 
Mr. Harcourt; yet hoped the Duke would 
not deem him impertinent if he previouſly 


requeſted he would favour him with the mo- 
tives that induced him to make fo public an en- 
quiry concerning him. The Duke replied— 


« As I muit ſuppoſe you an intimate 


friend of the young man in queſtion, I com- 


mend your prudence, Sir ;—believe me, I 
took every method to diſcover him before 


I bad recourſe to the public Papers, and was 


* able 
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your Grace, 


Mg 


able to trace him to his Veing upon the 
point of marriage with a very rich widow 
in Martinico, La Baronne de Valcerné.— 
What became of him from the moment he 
was ſuppoſed to have been forced from that 


Iſland, I have hitherto been unable to learn; 


and the laſt mentioned information I ob- 
tained from Principal Douglas, to whom I 
ſent Mr. Oſwald tomake enquiries concerning 
this youth ;—though, to be honeſt, I did 


not allow him to mention my name to my 


worthy relation, nor to inform him why J 
was thus curious concerning his protege. — 
I hope my, perhaps ill- timed, cautious re- 
{erve did not induce him to deceive me?“ 
The Principal is incapable of deceit, 
”” replied George, animated in 
the. defence of his friend; © excuſe my 
warmth, but were you acquainted with one- 
tenth part of my obligations to that excel- 
lent man, you would conceive how :{trongly 


J am attached to him. But to relieve 


you from every ſuſpenſe reſpecting his much- 
favoured protegee, and to convince you that 


the | 
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the nie gave all the information in his 
power, allow me to introduce myſelf to your 


notice as the George Harcourt you have 


hitherto ſought in vain, who is ready to an- 
ſwer any -queltina it may Concern you to 


| have reſolved. F 


The Duke ſtarted upon | his legs l 


ing — 


My eyes did not deceive me I traced 
a ſtrong reſemblance of your mother in your 
features before you made yourſelf known. — 
My dear and long ſought nephew, come to 
the arms of an uncle eager to welcome you 


to England, and to deliver up the fortune 
your grandfather left, as a ſmall e 


for his 125 unkindneſs! _ b 


F. * 


| Lad-i in wonder and amaze, George paſ- 
ſively received the almoſt paternal embrace 


of his noble uncle, who, {miling at the in- 
credulous expreſſion of his countenance, 


ſaid-— | | | 7 7 19 
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% You n ſeem to credit my aſſertion, 


my dear fellow; but I mean to convince 


you that you are a Douglas, my nephew, 
and grandſon to the late _ of n 
my only brother!” 

Four Grace's kindneſs is een to 


make me believe ſtill greater improbabili- 
ties,” replied the grateful Harcourt; * yet 
I can hardly think myſelf awake. ; nor dare 


I flatter myſelf that I am your nephew!“ 
I mean to prove that beyond a doubt, 


my dear George, even betore I hear how you. 


came to be in England: Your mother was 


the only daughter of my late brother, who, 


took her with him to Florence when he went 


abroad for the recovery of his health; there 
ſhe ſaw your father, and I need not tell you 
what was the reſult of their repeated interviews. 


My brother, I am ſorry to ſay, was the 


proudeſt and moſt inflexible of men; he 


made a vow never mare either to ſee: or for- 
give his unfortunate daughter. The name 


of Harcourt, though your father was a lineal 


_ deſcendant of the Earls of Dumbarton, and 
4 though 
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though your grandfather was one of the firſt 
Lairds of that numerous clan, was particu- 


larly obnoxious to him; becauſe your grand- 


mother was a Douglas, and our family 


thought themſelves diſgraced by your grand- 


father's eſpouſing the Pretender's claim 


Peace be to the aſhes of all the unfortunate 


victims who bled through their miſtaken 
zeal in a wrong cauſe! ſay I — However, 
the Duke even endeavoured to forget that 


he had ever been a father, and immediately 
returned to England, where he almoſt di- 
realy married again, but had no iffue by his 
ſecond wife, who preceded him to the grave. 
In vain I enquired after my hapleſs niece—all 
he ever Choſe to tell me was, that ſhe had 
married the deſcendant of a family he ab- 


| horred ; and requeſted that I would never 


more recal to his memory a daughter who 
had forfeited all claim to his paternal care 
and affection !—She had, he obſerved, pru- 
dently laid by her title ; therefore he hoped 
very few of his friends would know how much 


aw had diſhonoured him and her family.— 
Qz Knowing 


* 


—— ———— L. tr rn 


| alteration in her life ag 
had followed ber it +. 


he purchaſed a few years ſince. 
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Knowing it was in vain to attempt to argue 


againſt his fixed determination, and fearful 
that I ſhould rather injure than ſerve the 
cauſe I wiſhed to ſupport, I dropped the 
ſubject; and, ſome years afterwards, he in- 
formed me that: he was no more: he pre- 
ſumed her proud ſpirit could ill brook the 
| grcumſtances that 


gent marriage.— 

Seriouſly hurt at his want of feeling, I Hoke 
my ſentiments pretty freely, ſo much ſo that 
a ſerious quarrel enſued, and we continued 
at variance till a ſhort time previous to his 
diſſolution; he then held out the olive- 


branch, and I readily agreed to conſign the 


paſt to oblivion, particularly as I found him 
inclined to do you juſtice. In right of your 
mother, you were heir to a confiderable part 


of his landed property, which came into the 


family by his marriage to an heireſs of the 
illuſtrious Houſe of Northington ; in addi- 
tion to which he has left you all his perſonal 
effects, and an eſtate in Glouceſterſhire which 
He has 
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alſo enjoined you to aſſume the name of 
Douglas —a requeſt (as you are not only the 
heir to my fortune, but alſo to my title) 1 
ſhall particularly enforce, though I can't 
ſuppoſe you have any objection to comply 
with the will of the deceaſed ?—Your looks 
have anſwered my queſtion. —So to conclude - 
my ſtory —I can only ſay, from the moment 
of his demiſe, I have been indefatigable in 
my .enquiries concerning you. I firſt 
ſent Mr. Oſwald, to Rome in ſearch of you; 
there he was informed that your father had 
left you under the care of a brother artiſt of 
the name of Mackenzie, whom he traced to 
England ; that gentleman, however, choſe 
to diſclaim all knowledge of you, but was 
kind enough to refer Olwald to my good old 
relation Principal Douglas ; who accounted 
in the moſt ſatisfactory manner for Mac- 
kenzie's conduct, and beſtowed juſt enco- 


miums upon his delerted orphan, favourite, 


as he termed you.] can't expreſs the ſor- 
row I felt when 1 learned the myſtery which 


hung over your fate; in conſequence of 


6 | | which 
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which T had recourſe to the method which 


bas thus at laſt, to my infinite Joy, intro- 


duced us to each other. Now, my dear 
George, baving I truſt convinced you that 


you are a Douglas, and heir to a Dukedom, do 


me the favour to give me a ſhort account of 
your adventures ſince you left Martinico.“ 

M oſt readily, my kind uncle,” replied 
the overjoyed Harcourt, or rather, as we 
ſhall in future ſtyle him, Douglas; for was 
it in nature that a young man of one-and- 


twenty, of a very proud and very indepen- 


dent ſpirit, and of a very lively diſpoſition, 
ſhould learn that he was a deſcendant from 
ſome of the firſt families in Great Britain, 
and heir to a Dukedom, without being 
elated by the ſudden tranſition he expe- 
niented ??! 


Mr. Oſwald having mutually congratu- 
lated both uncle and nephew, and declared, 
| like the former, he had-inſtantly diſcerned 
the ſtrong likeneſs Mr. Harcourt bore his 
mother (though he had never ſeen that Lady, 


nor 
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nor once looked at the pictures that led the 
Duke to make the diſcovery), roſe to take 


| his leave, properly conceiving his company 


could be diſpenſed with, and received orders 
to have his accounts ready for Mr. Har- 
court's inſpection, in the courſe of a few 


days; when the Duke faid— 


I mean, my dear fellow, to put you 
in immediate poſſeſſion of the fortune I have 


| hitherto held in truſt for you we will, there- 
fore, talk of money matters at our leiſure.” 


The Solicitor once more bowed, and left 
the room ; and George immediately entered 
into thoſe details concerning himſelf, which 


the reader is already acquainted with; he 


ſpoke of Elton in the moſt grateful terms, 


and proteſted that he ſhould ever look upon 


him as his * 


TE he Duke, who was the exact REES? of 
bis deceaſed brother, commended the idea; 


3 and 
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and remembered George's otandmother har- 
ing married a merchant of that name. 


e Gab in hee? fd he, < was ill 


calculated to conciliate the already offended 
Douglas's ;—however, it never occurred to 


me that worthy man was likely to aſſiſt me 


in my reſearches for his wife's grandchild, — 
I ſhall be very happy to claim a relationſhip 
to him; we are both infinitely .indebted to 
that ſacred regard for his word, which in- 
duced him to ſet on foot ſo general an en- 


quiry concerning you all over Europe, we 


may ſay.— TO Principal Douglas I ſhall 
write my thanks, and endeavour to per ſuade 
him to ſeek an aſylum in England. — As for 
the Mackenzies, they are unworthy our no— 


tice, and are ſufficiently puniſhed, admitting 


they have defrauded you, as they think 
with impunity and unſuſpected; for the 
continual dread they muſt entertain of being 
called to an account will effectually prevent 
them from enjoying their ill-gotten riches. 

| | I have 


{ | | : 5 


HARCOURT. 352 


J have heard of the pretty freak Lord John 
Villars played their eldeſt ſon, who bears an 
excellent character; and your generous be- 
baviour to him at Lauſanne was infinitely 
enhanced, in my opinion, by his parent's 
former ill-treatment of you: though God 
forbid,' in his or any caſe, the innocent 
ſhouid ſuffer for 'the guilty.—Your amiable 
Madame de Valcerne ſeems, if one may uſe 
a very common expreſſion, to have been too 
good for this world !—we can only regret . 
ſhe has ſo ſoon joined her kindred angels! — 
What fort of a girl is her daughter?“ 

« An amiable, lively, unaffected, little 
French brunette of ſixteen, under a molt 
unfortunate predicament, in my opinion; 
for I am fo unacquainted with Engliſh man- 
ners and cuſtoins, and ſo very unfit for the 
charge her mother impoſed upon me, that I 
poſitively am at a great loſs what to do with 
her; but for the Revolution, 1 would have 
taken her to Paris, for ſhe 1s very dine 
with her preſent ſituation.“ 
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« ] conceive your real. embarras, my dear 


fellow ; conſt you conſign your ward over 
to me?” ME; 5 . 


8 haſtily interrupted his Grace, aſ- 


ſuring him that he would do him a very great 


favour if he would take the charge of the 
young lady. Then, as it grew late, ſaid he 
was afraid he ſhould keep Mr. Elton wait- 


ine ſupper. 


« won't aſk you to prolong your viſit ; 


vou owe that good man every mark of re- 
ſpect ; but I truſt he will not be averſe to 


your taking up your abode with me for -the 


future. My houſe is very large; you may 
ſee your own company, and keep your own 


hours ;—when not better engaged, I ſhall 
expect you will devote a little of your time 


to me. But don't fancy I imagine you are 


to lead a hermit's life in the centre of diſ- 
ſipation ;—we will ſettle our plans to-mor- 
ro —FTelent my compliments to your 


grand- 
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ce and tell him that J invite my- 
ſelf to breakfaſt in Great George Street.“ 


Few commiſſions would have been more 
agreeable to the young man, who had hardly 
time to revolve the ſtrange alteration which 
had taken place in bis proſpects, before he 
found himſelf in Elton's preſence; and 
anxious to unburthen his mind, nnn 
n upon his FR 


The old man was leſs ſurpriſed than he 
expected; as he ſaid a vague report had 
reached him at the time, from the Britiſh 
Conſul at Leghorn, that his father had mar- 
_ Tied a Nobleman's daughter. * 

66 Burdnding you ſo totally ignorant of 
your mother's family, my dear George, I did 
not chuſe to mention the circumſtances ; you 
ſeemed ſo totally neglected by your maternal 
relations, though I was bent upon making 
ſome minute enquiries concerning them.— 


Need J 8 I am truly * you are thus 
honourably 
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honourably acknowledged by one of the beſt 
men our Peerage can boaſt ?—to whom ' 


your grandmother was not only indebted for 
the little countenance her own family ſhewed 
her after ſhe became a widow, but alſo for 
her ſupport, though ſhe ſtood 1n a very 


diſtant degree of relationſhip to that branch 


of the Douglas's; and both his father and 
brother were exaſperated beyond meaſure 


with the unfortunate young widow, becauſe 


her huſband differed from themſelves in his 
political opinions. Little did they then 


foreſee that a grandchild of her's would ſuc- 


ceed to their boaſted honours May they fit 


eaſy on your brow, my beloved child ! and 


may the future Duke of Durham be {till 
more eminent for his virtues than. the pre- 
ſent But for our meeting ; you know, 
my dear fellow, I meant to have wintered in 
Italy ; and fince you are ſo happily reſtored 


to an uncle, who wilt introduce you to the 


circle you were born to grace, I believe I 


ſhall take a trip to Liſbon for the enſuing | 


four months. Our fogs do not ſuit my 
lungs ; 


a 1 1 
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lußgs; and though I am of little uſe in the 
world, like many other people, I am loth 
to leave it; and in Portugal I ſhall not want 
Engliſh ſociety. Beſides, I mean to requeſt 
vou would enter into a correſpondence with 
me ;—my letters will not afford you much 
_ amuſement, but your's will prove a never- 
failing ſource of entertainment to me, and 

cheer many a lonely hour.” 1 


George expreſſed his real regret that his 
grandfather found ſuch a journey neceſlry ; 


and could he have done it with propriety, 1 


and conſiſtent with the reſpect he owed the 
Duke of Durham, would willingly have ac- 
companied him. As it was, he promiſed to 
correſpond with him, and to ſee him as far 
as Falmouth on his way ; and declared him- 
ſelf truly ſorry that he had riſked a prema- 
ture retura'to England, before his health 
was thoroughly re-eſtabliſhed, merely to 
oblige him, ED 


Elton 
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Elton aſſured him that his bst 3 


voyage was more the reſult of precaution 
than neceſſity, and had he been out of the 
queſtion he ſhould equally have found it ex- 
pedient to viſit England for a ſhort time; 
then deſiring him to recollect they were to 
have company to breakfaſt, adviſed their 
retiring, as it had long ſince ceaſed to be 


night. 
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